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WELCOME TO BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

National Lutheran School’s Week 

January 21, 2024 

8:00 & 9:30 AM 
 

 

We are so glad you are here in God’s house for worship. 
 
  

 Before worship, talk to God! (see inside cover of hymnal for pre-service prayer 
prompts) 

 
 During worship, let God talk to you! 
 
 After worship, talk to one another.   
 
 If You’re a Visitor, let us get to know you.  Scan the QR Code here: 

 
  

Parents of Young Children:  We love having children in worship.  God put the 
wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to completely suppress it in God’s house.  We 
know the presence of children in worship is a gift to the church!  It is in the Lord’s house 
that we learn how to listen and speak to our God with our brothers and sisters in faith.  
Feel free to quietly explain the parts of the service and the actions of those leading 
worship.  Children learn how to worship by copying you.  If you have a need, we have 
“worship bags” in the Narthex filled with items to help children and families during 
worship.  There is a Nursery across the courtyard in the office complex, where you as a 
parent may take your little one needing a break.  You are then able to return to church 
and continue your worship of the Lord. 
 
 

Please place cell phones and electronic devices on mute as you join us in worship this 
morning.  Thank you. 

 
 
PRELUDE: “Prière Op. 37, No. 3” Organ 
 ~Joseph Jongen 
 
 

PRESENTATION 
 
 

WELCOME 
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OPENING HYMN:  “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”   LSB 395 
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CALL TO WORSHIP: 

L:   Almighty God of mercy and generosity, Your goodness far exceeds what we 
 deserve or even desire. You bless Your servants with abundant gifts of the Spirit; 

P:   Grant us the grace to use them always to Your honor and glory, through 
 Jesus Christ + Your  Son, our Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 

 
L:   God of all grace, our maker and redeemer, we confess unto you that we are by 
 nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You in thought, word 
 and deed. 

P:   Forgive us Lord, for selfish thanks and praise, for words that speak at 
 variance with deeds; Forgive our thanks for walking pleasant ways 
 unmindful of a broken brother’s needs. 

L:   We flee to You for forgiveness, for You Lord are infinite in mercy 

P:   On account of Christ, cleanse us of all our sin; and by Your Holy Spirit 
 increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience 
 to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may receive eternal life; 
 through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 

L:   Our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die 
 for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on His 
 name He gives the power to become the children of God and has promised them 
 His Holy Spirit.  Grant this Lord unto us all.  Amen.     

 
HYMN OF PRAISE:  “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”  LSB 395 
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OLD TESTAMENT: Genesis 3:1-7 

The snake was more clever than all the wild animals the LORD God had made. He asked 
the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must never eat the fruit of any tree in the garden’?” 

The woman answered the snake, “We’re allowed to eat the fruit from any tree in the 
garden except the tree in the middle of the garden. God said, ‘You must never eat it or 
touch it. If you do, you will die!’ ” 

“You certainly won’t die!” the snake told the woman. “God knows that when you eat it 
your eyes will be opened. You’ll be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

The woman saw that the tree had fruit that was good to eat, nice to look at, and desirable 
for making someone wise. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. She also gave some 
to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 

Then their eyes were opened, and they both realized that they were naked. They sewed 
fig leaves together and made clothes for themselves. –  GW ® 
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MINISTRY OF MUSIC: “Praise the Lord” Trinity Choir 8:00 
 ~Mark Patterson 
 

 “I Am the Vine” Troubadour Choir 9:30 
 ~Allen Pote 

 
 
EPISTLE: Ephesians 2:1-5 

You were once dead because of your failures and sins. You followed the ways of this 
present world and its spiritual ruler. This ruler continues to work in people who refuse to 
obey God. All of us once lived among these people, and followed the desires of our 
corrupt nature. We did what our corrupt desires and thoughts wanted us to do. So, 
because of our nature, we deserved God’s anger just like everyone else. 

But God is rich in mercy because of His great love for us. We were dead because of our 
failures, but He made us alive together with Christ. (It is God’s kindness that saved you.) 
–  GW ® 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20 

After John had been put in prison, Jesus went to Galilee and told people the Good News 
of God. He said, “The time has come, and God’s kingdom is near. Change the way you 
think and act, and believe the Good News.” 

As He was going along the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and his brother Andrew. They 
were throwing a net into the sea because they were fishermen. Jesus said to them, 
“Come, follow me! I will teach you how to catch people instead of fish.” They immediately 
left their nets and followed Him. 

As Jesus went on a little farther, He saw James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They 
were in a boat preparing their nets to go fishing. He immediately called them, and they 
left their father Zebedee and the hired men in the boat and followed Jesus. –  GW ® 
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SERMON HYMN:  “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”  LSB 711 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

MESSAGE:  “Cup Runneth Over: Does it really?” 
 Text: Genesis 3:1-7   
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings” LSB 782 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & CONSECRATION OF GIFTS: 
 
L:   Lord, we pray that we, Your people who Your gifts unnumbered claim, through 
 the sharing of Your blessings may bring glory to Your name. Amen.  
 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED:  (* catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the virgin Mary. 

          He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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 He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 
 
L:   Dear Lord Jesus, as a child You grew in wisdom and stature with God and 
 others.  Yet, You are the fountain of all wisdom and the source of abiding 
 knowledge.   By Your Holy Spirit enlighten those who teach and those who learn, 
 especially here at Bethany and our sister Lutheran Schools throughout the nation 
 and around the world.  May they know the Truth, You are the truth, and trust in 
 You all the days of their lives that they may faithfully serve You from generation 
 to generation.  Lord in Your mercy. 
 
P:   Hear our Prayer. 
 
L:  Other petitions will end… “Lord in Your mercy.” 
 
P:  Hear our prayer. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

       Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.    
  Amen. 
 

+ Service of the Sacrament + 
 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Bethany in the joyful confession that our Lord gives 
us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament.  God intends 
this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, desire to 
live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 
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To help you prepare for communion, we invite you to take a few moments in quiet 
prayer.  You can find prayer prompts on the front page of the burgundy hymnal for both 
before and after the reception of Holy Communion. Or simply pray:  Dear Lord Jesus, at 
Your gracious invitation, You invite me to come to You; to eat and drink your holy body 
and blood as You Yourself have promised to give in this sacrament of Your altar.  
Forgive me of my sin, through this Your meal of Forgiveness.  Let me experience the 
fullness of Your love, through this Your meal of love. Strengthen my faith, through this 
meal of Yours that calls for and bestows faith.  Empower me to live for You, through this 
Your meal that promises life everlasting and equips me for daily living as one who has 
received You and Your gifts. 
  
WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
 
For those communing, who so desire, the center cups in each tray are alcohol free.  
The wafers on the stand next to the pillar pulpit side (when kneeling for communion) or 
on the stand in front of the baptismal font (when processing for communion) are gluten 
free.   
 
 
DISTRIBUTION:  
 
“Jesus Comes Today with Healing”  LSB 620 
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 5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 6 Now have I found consolation, 
 Whose own feast of love I savor,  Comfort in my tribulation, 
 Bidden by His gracious call.  Balm to heal the troubled soul. 
 Wedding garments He provides me,  God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 
 With a robe of white He hides me,  Cleanses me from sin and error, 
 Fits me for the royal hall.  Makes my wounded spirit whole. 

 
 
 
Piano Improvisation: Robert Bottoms, Noah Freeman 
 
 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION: 
 
L:   In Christ, you are who God desires you to be.  In Christ, you are where God 
 desires you to be.  Surely goodness and mercy will pursue you all the days of 
 your life, for you are the beloved of God in Jesus Christ.  In Him our giving and 
 generous Father fills our cup of blessing until it overflows.  Go in that peace and 
 promise.  
 

P:   Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN:  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”  LSB 918 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

POSTLUDE: Improvisation on “Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern” Organ 
 ~Robert Bottoms 
 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS 
 
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 
©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission.  License #000012696 
 
“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”  LSB 395 
Text:  Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune:  Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; setting:  Choralbuch zum Evangelischen Kirchengesangbuch, Berlin, 1955. 
Text:  ©1978 Lutheran Book of Worship; All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE#A-706149.  
Tune: Public domain; setting: ©1955 Verlag Merseburger; All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149.  
 
“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”   LSB 711 
Text:  Hymns for the Young, 4th ed., London, 1836, alt. Music: William B. Bradbury. Text and music:  Public domain. 
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“Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings”  LSB 782 
Text:  Gregory J. Wismar, b. 1946.  
Text:  ©2004 Gregory J. Wismar; Concordia Pub. House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149.  
Tune:  Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1825; setting:  Worship & Rejoice, Carol Stream, 2001. Tune:  Public domain 
 
“Jesus Comes Today with Healing”  LSB 620 
Text:  Heinrich Puchta; tr. David W. Rogner, b. 1960. 
Text: ©David W. Rogner. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149. 
Tune:  Johann Löhner; adapt. Johann Balthausar König. setting:  The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Tune:  Public domain 
 
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”  LSB 918 
Text:  William Williams, 1717-91, abr.; tr. Peter Williams, 1722-96, st. 1, alt.;tr. William Williams, 1717-91, sts. 2-3.   
Music:  John Hughes, 1873-1932. Text and music:  Public domain. 
 
 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY, VIDEO AND AUDIO RECORDING WAIVER: 
 
 

When you enter a Bethany Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an area where 
photography, video and audio recording may occur.  
 
Bethany Lutheran Church takes photographs and/or makes audio and/or video recordings of members 
involved in church related activities. Staff and/or participants may use such photographs or video records to 
recall activities or participants. In addition, such photographs and audio/visual recordings may be used in 
Bethany Lutheran Church’s publications, advertising materials to let others know of our ministry, and/or 
streaming and website hosting of worship services.   
 
 By entering the service/event premises, you consent to, photography, audio recording, video recording and 
its/their release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for live streaming, promotional purposes, 
advertising, inclusion on web sites, and/or any other purpose by Bethany Lutheran Church. You release 
Bethany Lutheran Church, its clergy, church officers, employees, laity, and each and all persons involved 
from any liability connected with the taking, recording, digitizing, and/or publication of photographs, 
computer images, video and/or sound recordings.  
 
 By entering the service/event premises, you waive all rights you may have to any claims for payment or 
royalties in connection with any exhibition, streaming, webcasting, or other publication of these materials, 
regardless of the purpose. You also waive any right to inspect or approve any photo, video, or audio 
recording taken by Bethany Lutheran Church or the person or entity designated to do so by Bethany 
Lutheran Church.   
 
 

 
 

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 
Acolyte 8:00…  Crucifer 8:00…  
Acolyte 9:30… Reenie Long Crucifer 9:30… Alice Kienitz 
Lector 8:00… Old Testament- Liam Colello  Lector 9:30… Old Testament-Adam Vega  
  Epistle-Jeffrey Craft  Epistle-Sophia Carlson  
  Gospel-Greg Goebel Gospel- Shannon Morgensen 
Organist… Robert Bottoms Choir Director… Noah Freeman 
Accompanist…Kevin Bowers Children's Sermon... Pat Gagan   
Liturgist…Pastor Kevin Kritzer Preacher... Pastor Kyle Blake 


