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The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Installation and Recommissioning of Bethany Staff and Teachers 

August 25, 2024 
 

PRELUDE  
 
 
 
 

WELCOME  
 
 
 

 

OPENING HYMN:    “Lift High the Cross”   LSB 837 
 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell.  Refrain 
 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory!   Refrain 
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CALL TO WORSHIP:   (based on Eph. 1:3-4) 
 

L: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 

P: Who chose us to be holy and blameless in His sight.  Amen. 
 
 
 

INSTALLATION OF BRAD ROYUK, Middle School History, 8th Grade Homeroom 
 
 
 

COMMISSIONING AND REDEDICATION OF STAFF 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:  (based on Eph. 4:1-4, 2:4-5, 10) 
 

L: Almighty God, You have commanded us to live a life worthy of the calling we have 
received, being completely humble and gentle, patient and bearing with one another in 
love. 

 

P: I confess that I have not continually lived such a life.  I have often been haughty 
and proud, condescending and judgmental, impatient and irreverent.  I have not let 
Your love, O Lord, have its way with me and so my love for others has 
failed.  Forgive me of my sins, be gracious and merciful to me for Your own sake 
Lord Jesus; through the Spirit’s power enable me to walk in Your ways and delight 
in Your will to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

L: God is rich in mercy!  He has made you alive in Christ even when you were dead in 
transgressions.  By His grace you have been saved!  Now, go as His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus to live a life, in and for Him. Amen. 

 

 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:   “Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow”  LSB 805  
 

 We will sing this twice; the “Amen” will be sung at the end 
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EPISTLE READING:  Ephesians 6:10-20 
 

Finally, receive your power from the Lord and from His mighty strength. Put on all the armor that 
God supplies. In this way you can take a stand against the devil’s strategies. This is not a 
wrestling match against a human opponent. We are wrestling with rulers, authorities, the powers 
who govern this world of darkness, and spiritual forces that control evil in the heavenly world. For 
this reason, take up all the armor that God supplies. Then you will be able to take a stand during 
these evil days. Once you have overcome all obstacles, you will be able to stand your ground. 
 

So then, take your stand! Fasten truth around your waist like a belt. Put on God’s approval as 
your breastplate. Put on your shoes so that you are ready to spread the Good News that gives 
peace. In addition to all these, take the Christian faith as your shield. With it you can put out all 
the flaming arrows of the evil one. Also take salvation as your helmet and God’s word as the 
sword that the Spirit supplies. 
 

Pray in the Spirit in every situation. Use every kind of prayer and request there is. For the same 
reason be alert. Use every kind of effort and make every kind of request for all of God’s 
people. Also pray that God will give me the right words to say. Then I will speak boldly when I 
reveal the mystery of the Good News. Because I have already been doing this as Christ’s 
representative, I am in prison. So, pray that I speak about this Good News as boldly as I have to. 
-GW® 
 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Mark 7:1-13 
 

The Pharisees and some experts in Moses’ Teachings who had come from Jerusalem gathered 
around Jesus. They saw that some of His disciples were unclean because they ate without 
washing their hands. 
 

(The Pharisees, like all other Jewish people, don’t eat unless they have properly washed their 
hands. They follow the traditions of their ancestors. When they come from the marketplace, they 
don’t eat unless they have washed first. They have been taught to follow many other rules. For 
example, they must also wash their cups, jars, brass pots, and dinner tables.) 
 

The Pharisees and the experts in Moses’ Teachings asked Jesus, “Why don’t Your disciples 
follow the traditions taught by our ancestors? They are unclean because they don’t wash their 
hands before they eat!” 
 

Jesus told them, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites in Scripture: 
 

‘These people honor me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me. 
Their worship of me is pointless, 
because their teachings are rules made by humans.’ 
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“You abandon the commandments of God to follow human traditions.” He added, “You have no 
trouble rejecting the commandments of God in order to keep your own traditions! For example, 
Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’ and ‘Whoever curses father or mother must be 
put to death.’ But you say, ‘If a person tells his father or mother that whatever he might have used 
to help them is corban (that is, an offering to God), he no longer has to do anything for his father 
or mother.’ Because of your traditions you have destroyed the authority of God’s word. And you 
do many other things like that.”-GW® 

 
 
 
 

SERMON HYMN:  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”  LSB 918 
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MESSAGE 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Earth and All Stars” LSB 817 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH:  APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

OFFERING:  The Offering Box is located in the center aisle.  If you so desire, Text Giving is now 
available by texting GIVE to 562-210-0463.   For On-line Giving information, contact 

Maraley at  mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org  or call 562-421-4711, ext. 21.  Thank you! 
 

 

CONSECRATION OF GIFTS:  (based on Eph. 1:17) 
 

L: Gracious God receive these our tithes and offerings and through them fund and support 
ministry here through which You 

 

P: give us the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, that we might know You better.  Amen.  
 
 

PRAYER FOR TEACHERS AND STUDENTS: 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, since You have committed the care and nurture of children to 
Your people, graciously enlighten those who teach and are committed to the instruction of others; 
and all who learn, study and strive to attain wisdom that they may know the truth and trust in You 
all the days of their lives.  Dear Lord Jesus, you grew in wisdom and stature, in favor with God 
and community alike so today we lift our students to You.  Enable them to grow as You grew; 
knowing that You are always by their side, guiding their days and deeds.  As they face big 
emotions, homework, stress and new challenges fill them with Your Spirit that they not lose sight 
of what You have called them to and how You have equipped them for such a call.  You are also 
our Great Teacher.  Empower our teachers with the Spirit of wisdom and revelation that they 
might know You better.  Through their instruction fill hearts with wonder and excitement to see 
Your divine layout in math and science, to see Your hand in history, to see You the Eternal Word 
in language and reading, and to rejoice to glorify You through art and music.  Lord bless all 

mailto:mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org
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teachers and administrators, especially those who serve here at Bethany, that they may be 
strengthened by Your Spirit for the noble task You have set before them, and may they know 
Your rest and renewal when the year is long and the days are draining.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 
 

L Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ 
our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 

  

 God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and 
grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure 
and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously 
turn from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed 
and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

P hear our prayer. 

 

L May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are 
blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that 
the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

P hear our prayer. 
 

L Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst 
of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to 
Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all 
who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

P hear our prayer. 
 

L Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in 
You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

P hear our prayer. 
 

L Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be 
at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever 
frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

P hear our prayer. 
 

L Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn 
from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

P hear our prayer. 
 

L And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and 
forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

P hear our prayer. 
 

L We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

P Amen. 
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*** For our 8:00 a.m. worshippers, the service continues on the bottom of page 11 
with Announcements. 

 
 
 
 
 

*** For our 9:30 a.m. worshippers, the service continues with the Celebration of 
Holy Communion: 

 

 

+  Service of the Sacrament  + 
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Bethany in the joyful confession that our Lord gives us 
His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament.  God intends this 

gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, desire to live for 
Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 

 
 

To prepare for communion you can find prayer prompts on the front page of the burgundy 
hymnal.  Or simply pray:  “Dear Lord Jesus, at Your gracious invitation, You invite me to come to 

You; to eat and drink Your holy body and blood as You Yourself have promised to give in this 
sacred meal. Forgive me of my sin, through this Your meal of Forgiveness.  Let me experience 

the fullness of Your love, through this Your meal of love. Strengthen my faith, through this meal of 
Yours that calls for and bestows faith.  Empower me to live for You, through this Your meal that 
promises life everlasting and equips me for daily living as one who has received You and Your 

gifts.  Amen.” 
 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
  
 
 
 

For those communing, who so desire, the center cups in each tray are alcohol free. 
The wafers on the stand next to the pillar pulpit side (when kneeling for communion) or on the 

stand in front of the baptismal font (when processing for communion) are gluten free. 
 
 

In our 9:30 a.m. service we will practice the Easter tradition of continuous communion.  We will 

not kneel at the altar, rather we will join the procession of saints and come forward and remain 

standing as we receive the bread and wine.  After receiving the elements, you are invited to 

return to your seat and continue in meditation, prayer and song. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: 
  
 

“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word”  LSB 655 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11 

“Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens”  LSB 589 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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BLESSING:  (based on Eph. 3:16-18) 
 

L:   The Lord strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith and you, being rooted and established in love, may 
have power together with all the saints to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is 
the love of Christ.  Amen. 

 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN: “God of Grace and God of Glory”  LSB 850 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

POSTLUDE     
 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
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COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 
 

Liturgy from Lutheran Service Book, © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission, 
LSBHymnLicense.net #000012696 
 

“Lift High the Cross”   LSB 837 
Text:  George W. Kitchin; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956, alt. 
Music:  Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947. 
Text and music: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co.  All rights reserved.   
Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149. 
 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  LSB 805 
Text:  Thomas Ken, 1637-1711.   
Text and Music:  Public Domain 
 

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”  LSB 918 
Text:  William Williams, 1717-91, abr.; tr. Peter Williams, 1722-96, st. 1, alt.; 
       tr. William Williams, 1717-91, sts. 2-3.   
Music:  John Hughes, 1873-1932. 
Text and music:  Public domain. 
 

“Earth and All Stars”  LSB 817 
Text:  Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926 
Tune:  David N. Johnson, 1922-87 
Text and tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706149 
“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word.”   LSB 655 
Text:  Martin Luther 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, Wittenberg, 1543, ed. Joseph Klug.   
Text and music:  Public domain. 
 

“Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens”  LSB 589 
Text:  Anna Sophia von Hessen-Darmstadt, 1638-83; tr. George A.T. Rygh, 1860-1942,  
sts. 1-3, alt; tr. Christian Worship, 1993, st. 4  | Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590-1667. 
Text and tune: Public domain. 
 

“God of Grace and God of Glory”   LSB 850 
Text:  Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878-1969. 
Tune:  John Hughes, 1873-1932; setting:  Henry V. Gerike, b. 1948. 
Setting:  ©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149.  
Text and tune:  Public domain 
 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
 

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 
Acolyte 9:30…Henry Cerulle Crucifer 9:30…Logan Noble 
Lector 8:00…Elsie Rivera 9:30…Steve Albers 
Liturgist…Pastor Kevin Kritzer Preacher…Pastor Kyle Blake 
Director of Music and Worship Arts…Noah Freeman 
Children’s Message…Alissa Brege 

 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
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+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
 
 
If You’re a Visitor, WELCOME!  We are so glad you have joined us for worship today. If 
you would like more information about Bethany and its ministries, please 
scan the QR code to the right.  You will be directed to Bethany’s fillable 

information form.  
 
 

 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
 
 

Please visit our websites to find out more about our Church, School and Preschool.  Get 
weekly updates by signing up for the Bethany Bullet—our weekly capsule of worship 

highlights and campus-wide information. 
 
 

 

Bethany Lutheran Church and its Ministries are found at: www.bethanylutheran.org 
 

 
 

Bethany Lutheran School information can be found by visiting their website at: 
www.bethanylutheran.org/school/ 

 
 
 

Bethany Preschool’s website: www.bethanylutheran.org/preschool/ 
 

 

 

To sign up for the weekly Bethany Bullet:  https://bit.ly/BethanyBulletSignUp 
 
 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 

 
Sign up to donate to Bethany’s Altar Flower Fund, please use this URL: 

 
 

https://bit.ly/BLCAltarFlowers 

Or scan Bethany’s Flower Fund QR code to the right:  
 

 
+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/school/
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/preschool/
https://bit.ly/BethanyBulletSignUp
https://bit.ly/BLCAltarFlowers
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Bethany Lutheran Church and School Staff and Faculty 2024-2025 

 

Bethany Lutheran Church Staff: 

Vicar John Alwood  
Pastor of Community and Connection Pr. Kyle Blake  
DCE, Church and Family Ministries Mrs. Alissa Brege  
Youth Ministry Administrative Assistant Mrs. Aimee Coleman  
DCE, Care Ministry Mr. Karl Fink  
Artist in Residence Mr. Blake Flattley  
Director of Music and Worship Ministries Mr. Noah Freeman  
Senior Pastor Pr. Kevin Kritzer  
DCE, Youth Ministry Mrs. Kayleigh Lopez   
Executive Administrative Assistant Mrs. Kasey Loya  
Financial Administrator Mrs. Maraley Shaeffer  
Music and Worship Ministries Assistant Mrs. Mara Widmann  
 
 

Bethany Preschool Staff: 

ETK Teacher Miss Elizabeth Aguirre 
TK Teacher Miss Vannessa Contreras 
2- & 3-year-old Teacher Mrs. Tabitha Craft 
Floating Teacher Mrs. Erica Datingaling 
3-year-old Teacher Mrs. Kristy Fields 
TK Teacher Ms. Jennifer Garcia 
2- & 3-year-old Teacher Ms. Lauren Joanes 
2-year-old Teacher Mrs. Alicia Lagana 
Floating Teacher Mrs. Grace Millares 
Art/Spanish Teacher Ms. Leticia Perez 
2-year-old Teacher Mrs. Erika Ramirez 
ETK Teacher Miss Marvella Soltero 
Music Teacher Mrs. Mara Widmann 
Director Mrs. Tammy Simpson 
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Bethany Lutheran School Faculty and Staff: 

Kindergarten                                                              Mrs. Kendell Blake 
First Grade                                                                Mrs. Lori Lange 
Second Grade                                                             Miss Stefanie Hinrichs 
Third Grade                                                            Mrs. Shannon Morgensen 
Fourth Grade                                                            Ms. Samantha Root 
Fifth Grade                                                                Mrs. Heidi Leicht 
Sixth Grade Homeroom, MS Language Arts        Mrs. Carrie Evans 
Seventh Grade Homeroom, MS Math                      Miss Abby Einspahr 
Eighth Grade Homeroom, MS History                     Mr. Brad Royuk 
Middle School Science                                        Mr. Paul Brege 
Middle School Spanish                                      Señora Sharon Pachon 
PE Teacher Mrs. Cristan Becerra 
Art Teacher                                                        Ms. Jessica Dueker 
Student Success                                              Mrs. Kelsey Cornett, Mrs. Connie Kritzer, 
                                                                               Mrs. Sarah O’Conner 
Music Teacher & Campus Accompanist Mr. Kevin Bowers 
Choir Director Mr. Noah Freeman  
Extended Day Care Director                                     Ms. Carlota Brown 
EDC Caregivers                                                     Miss Sarah Belle, Mrs. Michelle Fischer  
 Mrs. Janell Jorda 
Teacher Aides                                                     Mrs. Sandi Skiles, Mrs. Christi Koehlinger,  
 Mrs. Jen DiCecca, Mrs. Cory Steele, 
 Ms. Jen Bunting 
School Librarian                                                   Mrs. Nola Seaman 
Admissions Director                                                 Mrs. Sara Cerulle 
IT Director                                                           Mr. Josh Hicks 
Administrative Assistant                                      Mrs. Kim Yoshiyama 
Scrip Coordinator                                                 Mrs. Ruth Lopez 
Principal                                                                    Dr. Mary Fink 

 


