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The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

September 8, 2024 
 

PRELUDE:   “Prélude from Suite pour Orgue” Organ 
 ~ Denis Bédard 
 
  
 

WELCOME  
 
 
 
 

OPENING HYMN:  “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”   LSB 528 

 

 

 
 
 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP:    (James 1:17-18) 
 

L:   Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
heavenly lights.  He chose to give us birth through the word of truth,  

P:  that we might be a kind of first fruits of all he created. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:   (James 2:10 & 5:11b) 
 

L:   whoever keeps the whole law yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking 
all of it. 

 

P:   Holy and gracious God, I confess that I have sinned against You.  Some of 
my sins I know - the thoughts, words and deeds of which I am ashamed - 
but some are known only to You.  In the name of Jesus Christ I ask for Your 
forgiveness.  Deliver and restore me.  Amen  

 

L:   the Lord is full of compassion and mercy…and on account of Jesus Christ we are 
forgiven and redeemed.  Empowered by His Spirit we go serve Him as we 
lovingly serve others. 

 
 
 
 

RESPONSIVE HYMN:  “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”   LSB 849 
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PREPARATION FOR THE WORD:  (James 1:22) 
 

L:   do not merely listen to the word; do what it says. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 35:4-7 
 

Tell those who are terrified, 
“Be brave; don’t be afraid. 
Your God will come with vengeance, with divine revenge. 
He will come and rescue you.” 
 

Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf will be unplugged. 
Then those who are lame will leap like deer, 
and those who cannot speak will shout for joy. 
Water will gush out into the desert, 
and streams will gush out into the wilderness. 
Then the hot sand will become a pool, 
and dry ground will have springs. 
Grass will become cattails and rushes 
in the home of jackals. -GW® 
 

 
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC:   “Jubilate Deo” Bethany Choir 
 ~Peter Angela 
 
 

EPISTLE READING:  James 2:1-10, 14-18 
 

My brothers and sisters, practice your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ by not 
favoring one person over another. For example, two men come to your worship service. 
One man is wearing gold rings and fine clothes; the other man, who is poor, is wearing 
shabby clothes. Suppose you give special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and 
say to him, “Please have a seat.” But you say to the poor man, “Stand over there,” or “Sit 
on the floor at my feet.” Aren’t you discriminating against people and using a corrupt 
standard to make judgments? 
 

Listen, my dear brothers and sisters! Didn’t God choose poor people in the world to 
become rich in faith and to receive the kingdom that he promised to those who love 
him? Yet, you show no respect to poor people. Don’t rich people oppress you and drag 
you into court? Don’t they curse the good name ⌞of Jesus⌟, the name that was used to 
bless you? 
 

You are doing right if you obey this law from the highest authority: “Love your neighbor 
as you love yourself.” If you favor one person over another, you’re sinning, and this law 
convicts you of being disobedient. If someone obeys all of God’s laws except one, that 
person is guilty of breaking all of them.-GW® 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC: “Zephaniah Responses: IV. Daughter of Jerusalem”  Bethany Choir 

 ~Laura Hedstrom 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Mark 7:31-37 
 

Jesus then left the neighborhood of Tyre. He went through Sidon and the territory of the 
Ten Cities to the Sea of Galilee. 
 

Some people brought to him a man who was deaf and who also had a speech defect. 
They begged Jesus to lay his hand on him. Jesus took him away from the crowd to be 
alone with him. He put his fingers into the man’s ears, and after spitting, he touched the 
man’s tongue. Then he looked up to heaven, sighed, and said to the man, “Ephphatha!” 
which means, “Be opened!” At once the man could hear and talk normally. 
 

Jesus ordered the people not to tell anyone. But the more he ordered them, the more 
they spread the news. Jesus completely amazed the people. They said, “He has done 
everything well. He makes the deaf hear and the mute talk.”-GW® 
 

 
 
 

SERMON HYMN:  “Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear” LSB 908 

 

 

 

 
 
 
MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “Praise the Almighty”   LSB 797 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:   
 

L:   O God, our teacher and guide, You draw us to yourself and welcome us as Your 
beloved children. 

 

P:   Help us set aside envy, pride and self-ambition, that we might follow Your 
Son in the way of humble, obedient, loving service to the glory of His holy 
name.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: 
   

NICENE CREED:  (*catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
  the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.   
  Through him all things were made.   
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  
   by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.    
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
   he suffered death and was buried.   
   On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   
  He has spoken through the prophets.   
  We believe in one holy *catholic and apostolic Church.   
  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
 

OFFERING:  The Offering Box is located in the center aisle.  If you so desire, Text Giving is now 
available by texting GIVE to 562-210-0463.   For On-line Giving information, contact 

Maraley at  mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org  or call 562-421-4711, ext. 21.  Thank you! 
 

mailto:mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org
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CONSECRATION OF GIFTS:  (James 1:17-18) 
 

L:    Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming from the Father of lights; 
 

P:    He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind 
of first-fruits of all he created. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

L:   freed by God in Christ to live, love and serve, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all in need. 

 

L:   Gracious God, You call us to be Your body, opening arms of love and speaking 
the word of truth.  Empower us to serve our neighbors and welcome the 
strangers among us. Lord in Your Mercy, 

 

P:  Hear our prayer. 
 

L:   almighty creator, You brought forth order from chaos.  Watch over the nations of 
the earth, guide leaders and bless citizens who strive toward the community for 
which You long.  Lord in Your Mercy, 

 

P:  hear our prayer. 
 

L:  Providing Shepherd, You give us all we need.  When Your children suffer hunger, 
poverty, loneliness, injury, persecution or illness send companions and healers 
that You might restore that which needs mending.  Especially today we 
remember….  Lord in Your Mercy, 

   

P:  Hear our prayer. 
 

L:  into Your waiting hands of merciful power, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in our Lord Jesus Christ who has taught us to pray,   

 
 
 

 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:    
  

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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*** For our 8:00 a.m. worshippers, the service continues on the bottom of page 11 with 
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

 
 
 
 

*** For our 9:30 a.m. worshippers, the service continues with the Celebration of 
Holy Communion: 

 
 
 
 
 

+  Service of the Sacrament  + 
 
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Bethany in the joyful confession that our Lord 
gives us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this 

sacrament.  God intends this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in 
Christ as their Savior, desire to live for Him alone and join in this joyful 

confession. 
 
 

To prepare for communion you can find prayer prompts on the front page of the burgundy 
hymnal.  Or simply pray:  “Dear Lord Jesus, at Your gracious invitation, You invite me to come to 

You; to eat and drink Your holy body and blood as You Yourself have promised to give in this 
sacred meal. Forgive me of my sin, through this Your meal of Forgiveness.  Let me experience 

the fullness of Your love, through this Your meal of love. Strengthen my faith, through this meal of 
Yours that calls for and bestows faith.  Empower me to live for You, through this Your meal that 
promises life everlasting and equips me for daily living as one who has received You and Your 

gifts.  Amen.” 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 
 
 

For those communing, who so desire, the center cups in each tray are alcohol free. 
The wafers on the stand next to the pillar pulpit side (when kneeling for communion) or on 
the stand in front of the baptismal font (when processing for communion) are gluten free. 
 
 

In our 9:30 a.m. service we will practice the Easter tradition of continuous communion.  

We will not kneel at the altar, rather we will join the procession of saints and come forward 

and remain standing as we receive the bread and wine.  After receiving the elements, you 

are invited to return to your seat and continue in meditation, prayer and song. 
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DISTRIBUTION SONGS:   
 
 
 

“Hope of the World”   LSB 690 
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“Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”   LSB 563 

 

 

 
 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
 
 

 

 
HOLY BAPTISM:  8:00 am 
 
 

+   Blake Sunny Oliver   + 

 

Elder: Through Baptism, God has made Blake a member of the priesthood we all 
share in Christ Jesus, that together we may present the forgiveness of God 
in Christ to our world. 

 

People: We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  We receive you as a fellow 
member of the body of Christ and a worker with us in the kingdom of 
God. 

 



12 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

BENEDICTION:  (James 5:8) 
 

L:   be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 
 
 
 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN: “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” LSB 791 

 

 

 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE:    “Toccata in F BuxWV 156”     Organ               
 ~Dieterich Buxtehude 
 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
 

 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 
 

Liturgy from Lutheran Service Book, © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission, 
LSBHymnLicense.net #000012696 
 

“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”   LSB 528 
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Text:  Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.  Tune:  Carl G. Gläser, 1784-1829. 
Text and music:  Public domain. 
 

“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”   LSB 849 
Text:  Rusty Edwards, b. 1955. 
Tune:  The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844. 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Company.  All rights reserved.  
Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149. 
 

“Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear”   LSB 908 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, sts. 1, 3, alt.; tr. Mark A. Jeske, b. 1952, st. 
2.  Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, Wittenbert, 1543, ed. Joseph Klug.   
Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain.  Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske. All rights reserved.  Reprinted 
under ONELICENSE#A-706149. 
 

“Praise the Almighty”  LSB 797 
Text:  Johann Dnaiel Herrnschmidt, 1675-1723; tr. Alfred E. R. Brauer, 1866-1949, alt. 
Tune:  New-vermehrte Christliche Seelenharpf, Ansbach, 1665; setting:  Christian Worship, 1993 
Text and Music:  Public domain 
 

“Hope of the World” LSB 690 
Text:  Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974 
Tune:  Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79; setting:  The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. 
Text: ©1954, renewed 1982 The Hymn Society; admin. Hope Publishing Co.  All rights reserved. Reprinted 
under ONELICENSE#A-706149.  
Tune:  Public domain 
 

“Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”   LSB 563 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700-60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703-91, alt 
Tune:  George J. Elvey, 1816-93.   
Text and music:  Public domain. 
 

“All People That on Earth Do Dwell”  LSB 791 
Text:  William Kethe, d.c. 1593, alt. 
Tune:  Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois;  setting:  Common Praise, 
2000. 
Text and Music:  Public domain 
 
 
 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
 
 
 

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 
Acolyte 9:30…Alice Kienitz Crucifer 9:30…Reenie Long 
Liturgist…Karl Fink Preacher…Pastor Kevin Kritzer 
Lector 8:00…Ruth Lopez 9:30…Mike Riordan 
Director of Music…Noah Freeman Organist…Robert Bottoms 
Accompanist…Kevin Bowers Children’s Message…Shannon Morgensen 
 
 
 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
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+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
 
  

 

Today’s Flowers are given to the glory of God: 
 

~Giving thanks to God for 50 years of marriage 
For Tom and Sheri Esswein~ 

 

~by Tom and Sheri Esswein 
 
 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If You’re a Visitor, WELCOME!  We are so glad you have joined us for 
worship today. If you would like more information about Bethany and its 
ministries, please scan the QR code to the right.  You will be directed to 

Bethany’s fillable information form.  
 
 
 
 
 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
 
 
 
 

 

Summer average Worship Attendance June-August BOTH campuses: 
 

Summer 2024:  318 per week 
Summer 2023:  294 per week 

 
 
 

 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
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 Current 

Period Actual 

 Current 

Period Budget 

 Current 

Period Budget 

vs. Actual 

 Current 

Period Last 

Year Actual 

Income

Offering Income 1,285,608.20   1,295,000.00   (9,391.80)         1,235,435.97   

Tuition K-8 School 1,332,236.27   1,520,600.00   (188,363.73)     1,351,173.77   

Tuition Pre-School 801,399.54      750,640.00      50,759.54         767,387.45      

Tuition/Fees EDC/Summer Camp 150,089.63      138,215.00      11,874.63         142,493.13      

Tuition Student Success Program 44,743.30         50,000.00         (5,256.70)         69,080.22         

Tuitions & Fees Totals: 2,328,468.74   2,459,455.00   (130,986.26)     2,330,134.57   

Misc. Income Totals: 263,573.73      301,585.00      (38,011.27)       70,151.60         

Income Totals: 3,877,650.67   4,056,040.00   (178,389.33)     3,635,722.14   

Expense

Admin/Finance 1,273,320.74   1,310,500.00   37,179.26         1,119,801.58   

Elders 10,544.78         11,590.00         1,045.22           16,179.42         

Music Ministry 33,420.63         30,200.00         (3,220.63)         24,991.23         

Trustees 145,123.10      156,780.00      11,656.90         143,645.81      

Day School 1,382,377.76   1,478,280.00   95,902.24         1,351,349.50   

Pre School 716,138.28      746,620.00      30,481.72         688,251.94      

Ext.Day Care/Summer Camp 123,838.00      123,190.00      (648.00)             114,402.59      

Student Success Program 135,736.96      166,635.00      30,898.04         159,153.29      

Youth 29,422.81         19,535.00         (9,887.81)         27,293.75         

Discipleship 2,805.42           8,220.00           5,414.58           4,005.80           

Evangelism 1,517.37           4,490.00           2,972.63           1,464.89           

Expense Totals: 3,854,245.85   4,056,040.00   201,794.15      3,650,539.80   

Income - Expense: 23,404.82         -                     23,404.82         (14,817.66)       

Bethany Lutheran Church

Statement of Activities

Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2024
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+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
 
 

Please visit our websites to find out more about our Church, School and Preschool.  Get 
weekly updates by signing up for the Bethany Bullet—our weekly capsule of worship 

highlights and campus-wide information. 
 
 
 

Bethany Lutheran Church and its Ministries are found at:  
 

www.bethanylutheran.org 
 
 
 

Bethany Lutheran School information can be found by visiting their website at:  
 

www.bethanylutheran.org/school/ 
 
 
 

Bethany Preschool’s website: 
 

 www.bethanylutheran.org/preschool/ 
 
 
 
 

To sign up for the weekly Bethany Bullet:  https://bit.ly/BethanyBulletSignUp 
 
 
 

 

+                    +                    +                    +                    +                    + 
 

 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/school/
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/preschool/
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