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Main ldea: Accept God’s Invitation to Come as You Are and Not Stay as You Are

But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed.
Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous (Luke 14:13-15)

When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is the one who will eat at
the feast in the kingdom of God.” (Luke 14:13-15)

When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is the one who will eat at
the feast in the kingdom of God.” Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and
invited many guests. At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited,
‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘| have
just bought a field, and | must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ “Another said, ‘I have just bought five
yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’ “Still another said, ‘I just got
married, so | can’t come.’ (Luke 14:15-20)

3 Categories of Excuses:

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a
wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell
them to come, but they refused to come. “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who
have been invited that | have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered,
and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ (Matthew 22:1-4)



“But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. The rest seized his
servants, mistreated them and killed them. (Matthew 22:5-6)

The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.

“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to
come. (Matthew 22:7-8) (not worthy)

“The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry
and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the
crippled, the blind and the lame.’

“Sir,” the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’

“Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in,
so that my house will be full. | tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my
banquet.” (Luke 14:21-24)

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding
clothes. He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was
speechless. “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

(Matthew 22:11-13)

CS Lewis: “You can’t go against the grain of the universe and not expect to get splinters”

| delight greatly in the Lord;

my soul rejoices in my God.

For he has clothed me with garments of salvation

and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness,

as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest,

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. (Isaiah 61:10)



Then | heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of
thunder, shouting:

“Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns.

Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory!

For the wedding of the Lamb has come and his bride has made herself ready.
Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.” (Revelation 19:6-8)

(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.)

Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the
Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.” (Revelation 19:9)
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