Essentials Equipping Class — March / April 2023 (Class 5 of 7)
The Church

Ephesians 1:22-23: And he put all things under his feet and gave him as
head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who
fills all in all.

Ephesians 1:3 ... 9,10 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places ... making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his
purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite
all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

Ephesians 5:23-32 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is
the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the church
submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for
her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water
with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor,
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without
blemish. In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, because
we are members of his body. “Therefore, a man shall leave his father and
mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This
mystery is profound, and | am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.

Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be
preeminent.

Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in
heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in
your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in
your name?’ And then will | declare to them, ‘| never knew you; depart from
me, you workers of lawlessness.’

Matthew 16:16-18 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah!
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in
heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.



Matthew 13:24-30 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom
of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, but
while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat and went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the
weeds appeared also. And the servants of the master of the house came and
said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does
it have weeds?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.” So the servants
said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he said, ‘No,
lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let both
grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time | will tell the reapers,
“‘Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.””

Acts 2:41-42 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were
added that day about three thousand souls. And they devoted themselves to
the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers.

Acts 9:31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had
peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the
comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.

Ephesians 4:11-13 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists,
the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for
building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ,

1 Corinthians 5:12-13 For what have | to do with judging outsiders? Is it not
those inside the church whom you are to judge? God judges those outside.
“‘Purge the evil person from among you.”

Galatians 1:1-12 Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but
through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead— and
all the brothers who are with me. To the churches of Galatia:

Hebrews 10:23-25 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up
one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the
Day drawing near.



1 John 2:19-20 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had
been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might
become plain that they all are not of us. But you have been anointed by the
Holy One, and you all have knowledge.

Luke 5:33-35 And they said to him, “The disciples of John fast often and offer
prayers, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat and drink.”
And Jesus said to them, “Can you make wedding guests fast while the
bridegroom is with them? The days will come when the bridegroom is taken
away from them, and then they will fast in those days.”

2 Corinthians 11:2 For | feel a divine jealousy for you, since | betrothed you
to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ.

Revelation 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready;

Revelation 21:1-3 Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And |
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard a loud voice from
the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will
dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them
as their God.

Marks of the Church (Belgic Confession / Westminster Confession)

“The marks by which the true Church is known are these: If the pure doctrine
of the gospel is preached therein; if it maintains the pure administration of the
sacraments as instituted by Christ; if church discipline is exercised.”

Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892) English, Reformed Baptist Preacher,
Known as “The Prince of Preachers,” on True Gospel Preaching

“There are various estimates of the Christian church. Some think everything of
her; some think nothing of her; and probably neither opinion is worth the breath
which utters it. Neither Ritualists, who idolize their church, nor sceptics, who vilify
all churches, have any such knowledge of the true spiritual church of Jesus
Christ as to be entitled to give an opinion.”

“If I had never joined a church till | had found one that was perfect, | should
never have joined one at all; and the moment | did join it, if | had found one, |
should have spoiled it, for it would not have been a perfect church after | had
become a member of it. Still, imperfect as it is, it is the dearest place on earth
to us.”



