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The 34 Sunday After the Epiphany January 21 & 22, 2024

Lutheran Schools Week
Welcome to Worship! As we celebrate National Lutheran Schools Week we thank God
that our school is an extension of the ministry of the congregation, taking seriously the
command to make disciples. Our students are connected to Jesus as the Vine, and are
wonderful “fruit bearers” to our community and to the world. To God be the glory!

Please register your attendance and Communion in the Record of Fellowship.

A “Wee Wiggle Room” is available below the entrance on Walnut St. and a Comfort
Room is in the Atrium.
All Sunday School classes meet UPSTAIRS. Adult Bible Classes are in the Fellowship

Hall, and the Adult Information Class meets in Heritage Room upstairs. Welcome!

Cell Phones: Please remember to silence cell phones and electronics during worship.

Holy Communion will be offered at the 11:15 service. If you are not a confirmed member
of the Lutheran Church, please contact an elder or pastor before communing. Gluten
free wafers are available in plastic sleeves. Wine with alcohol removed is in the
individual cup tray center.

+ DIVINE SERVICE I, Page 151 +
THE PRELUDE: 9:00 “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”

11:15 & 7:00 “Jesus Loves Me” -Richard Gieseke

THE HYMN: “Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain” Hymn 865
1 Lord, help us ever to retain The Catechism’s doctrine plain
As Luther taught the Word of truth In simple style to tender youth.

2 Help us Your holy Law to learn, To mourn our sin and from it turn
In faith to You and to Your Son And Holy Spirit, Three in One.

3 Hear us, dear Father, when we pray For needed help from day to day
That as Your children we may live, Whom You baptized and so received.

4 Lord, when we fall or go astray, Absolve and lift us up, we pray;
And through the Sacrament increase Our faith till we depart in peace.

Text: Public domain

THE OPENING RESPONSES

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: As children of God in need of grace, let us confess our sins to God, our Father.



C: Lord of heaven and earth, we have failed to love one another, even though You
have loved us so much. Strengthen our faith, forgive us, and renew in us a
desire to be Your holy people. Help us live a life of love for You. Amen.

P: Our heavenly Father is our rock, our refuge; Jesus is our ever-present Savior and
our Lord; His Holy Spirit is our comforter. As a called and ordained servant of
Jesus, the Word made flesh, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. Thanks be to God!

THE PRAYER FOR THE DAY: (we pray together)

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, since You have committed the care and nurture
of children to Your people, graciously enlighten those who teach and learn at all
schools; bless also with faithfulness the teachers at Immanuel, Zion, Trinity, and all
Lutheran schools, that children may know the truth and trust in You all the days of
their lives; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD OF THE MONTH: (we speak together)

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the

Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. Isaiah 60:2

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Jonah 3:1-5,10

Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, “Arise, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah
arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an
exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. Jonah began to go into the city,
going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put
on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. . . . When God saw what
they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had
said he would do to them, and he did not do it.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

+++ 9:00 & 7:00 THE ANTHEM: “Jesus is God’s Living Vine”

THE EPISTLE READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-35

This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on,
let those who have wives live as though they had none, and those who mourn as though
they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and
those who buy as though they had no goods, and those who deal with the world as
though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.
I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of
the Lord, how to please the Lord. But the married man is anxious about worldly things,
how to please his wife, and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed



woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But
the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. I say
this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order
and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL READING: John 15:1-5 C: Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me
that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes,
that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that  have spoken
to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart
from me you can do nothing.”

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.
+++ 9:00 & 7:00 APOSTLES” CREED, page 159

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

+++ 11:15 NICENE CREED, page 158

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand
of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.



THE HYMN: “Son of God, Eternal Savior” Hymn 842
1 Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace,

Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race,

You our Head, who, throned in glory, For Your own will ever plead:

Fill us with Your love and pity, Heal our wrongs, and help our need.

2 AsYou, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live.
Freely have Your gifts been granted; Freely may Your servants give.
Yours the gold and Yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea;
We but stewards of Your bounty Held in solemn trust will be.

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of love and Prince of Peace;
Hush the storm of strife and passion, Bid its cruel discords cease.
By Your patient years of toiling, By Your silent hours of pain,
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, Stem our selfish greed of gain.

4 Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race:
By Your praying, by Your willing That Your people should be one,
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: Here on earth Your will be done.

Text: Public domain

THE SERMON: “A Fruitful School”
THE OFFERTORY HYMN: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Hymn 805
THE PRAYERS

+++ 9:00 THE RECOGNITION OF TEACHING ANNIVERSARIES (See insert)
+++ 11:15 THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

The Lord be with you. = C And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary... evermore praising You and saying;:

Nn < N < =<

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING, LORD’S PRAYER AND WORD’S OF OUR LORD
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. C Amen.



C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution Hymns: 839, 856, 620, 623
839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light
1 O Christ, our true and only light, Enlighten those who sit in night;
Let those afar now hear Your voice And in Your fold with us rejoice.

2 Fill with the radiance of Your grace The souls now lost in error’s maze;
Enlighten those whose inmost minds Some dark delusion haunts and blinds.

3 O gently call those gone astray That they may find the saving way!
Let ev'ry conscience sore oppressed In You find peace and heav’'nly rest.

4 Shine on the darkened and the cold; Recall the wand'rers to Your fold.
Unite all those who walk apart; Confirm the weak and doubting heart,

5 That they with us may evermore Such grace with wond'ring thanks adore
And endless praise to You be giv'n By all Your Church in earth and heav'n.

Text: Public domain

856 O Christ, Who Called the Twelve

1 O Christ, who called the Twelve To rise and follow You,
Forsaking old, familiar ways For ventures bold and new:
Grant us to hear Your call To risk security
And, bound in heart and will to You, Find perfect liberty.

2 O Christ, who taught the Twelve The truth for ages sealed,
Whose words and works awakened faith, The ways of God revealed:
Instruct us now, we pray, By Your empow’ring Word.
True teacher, be for all who seek Their light, their life, their Lord.

3 O Christ, who led the Twelve Among the desolate
And broke as bread of life for all Your love compassionate:
Lead us along the ways Where hope has nearly died
And help us climb the lonely hills Where love is crucified.

4 O Christ, who sent the Twelve On roads they’d never trod
To serve, to suffer, teach, proclaim The nearer reign of God:
Send us on ways where faith Transcends timidity,

Where love informs and hope sustains Both life and ministry.

5 O Christ, the_apostles’ Lord, The martyrs’ strength and song,
The crucified and risen King To whom the saints belong:
Though generations pass, Our tribute still we bring,

Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, Our lives an offering.

Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725



620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing
1 Jesus comes today with healing, Knocking at my door, appealing,
Off’ring pardon, grace, and peace. He Himself makes preparation,
And I hear His invitation: “Come and taste the blessed feast.”

2 Christ Himself, the priest presiding, Yet in bread and wine abiding
In this holy sacrament, Gives the bread of life, once broken,
And the cup, the precious token Of His sacred covenant.

3 Under bread and wine, though lowly, I receive the Savior holy,
Blood and body, giv’'n for me, Very Lamb of God from heaven,
Who to bitter death was given, Hung upon the curseéd tree.

4 God descends with heav'nly power, Gives Himself to me this hour
In this ordinary sign. On my tongue His pledge receiving,
I accept His grace, believing That I taste His love divine.

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, Whose own feast of love I savor,
Bidden by His gracious call. Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me, Fits me for the royal hall.

6 Now have I found consolation, Comfort in my tribulation,
Balm to heal the troubled soul. God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error, Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725

623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray
1 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray That we may feast on You today;
Beneath these forms of bread and wine Enrich us with Your grace divine.

2 Give us, who share this wondrous food, Your body broken and Your blood,
The grateful peace of sins forgiv'n, The certain joys of heirs of heav'n.

3 By faith Your Word has made us bold To seize the gift of love retold;
All that You are we here receive, And all we are to You we give.

4 One bread, one cup, one body, we, Rejoicing in our unity,
Proclaim Your love until You come To bring Your scattered loved ones home.

5 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: O keep us steadfast till that day
When each will be Your welcomed guest In heaven’s high and holy feast.

Text: Public domain



THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

THE POST COMMUNION COLLECT
THE BENEDICTION

THE CLOSING HYMN: “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” Hymn 685
1 Letus ever walk with Jesus, Follow His example pure,
Through a world that would deceive us And to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in His footsteps treading, Pilgrims here, our home above,
Full of faith and hope and love, Let us do the Father’s bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide; I shall follow where You guide.

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus And with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness; Where He is, there is no loss.
Though today we sow no laughter, We shall reap celestial joy;

All discomforts that annoy Shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here I share Your woe; Help me there Your joy to know.

3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction, Give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion That would lead us into sin;
And the grave that shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heaven.
Jesus, here with You I die, There to live with You on high.

4 Let us also live with Jesus. He has risen from the dead
That to life we may awaken. Jesus, You are now our head.
We are Your own living members; Where You live, there we shall be
In Your presence constantly, Living there with You forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be, Life eternal grant to me.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725

THE POSTLUDE: “Be Thou My Vision” -Paul Manz
Preacher: Pastor Rodriguez Liturgists: Pastor Blomenberg & Pastor Fredstrom

Lector: Pastor Bloch Organist: Mr. Paul Scheiderer
9:00 & 7:00 Special Music by the ILS Band and Immanuel School Students

Immanuel’s mission is to connect people to the life, calling, and community of Christ. Founded in 1870, Immanuel is a
member of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. We believe the Bible is God’s inspired Word and that we are saved by
grace, through faith in Jesus Christ, who died for our sins. Please take a brochure from the Information Center, or visit us
on-line at www.immanuelseymour.com.




