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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT March 19 & 20, 2023

Welcome to Worship! Last weekend, the changing of clocks did not change the amount
of light in a day; it just changed for us when we see it. God’s Word today reveals that it
takes more than sunlight or man-made lights to see reality clearly. It takes divine insight
and illumination through Christ, the light of the world!

Please register your attendance and Communion in the Record of Fellowship.

A “Wee Wiggle Room” is available below the entrance on Walnut St. and a Comfort

Room is in the Atrium.

Sunday School classes meet UPSTAIRS. Bible Classes are in the Fellowship Hall and
Social Room, and the Adult Information Class meets in Heritage Room. Join us!

Where do I put my offering? You can place gifts in the offering plate near each entrance
or the boxes on the west wall of the narthex or in the chapel. Thank you!

Cell Phones: Please remember to silence cell phones and electronics during worship.

Holy Communion will be offered at the 11:15 service. If you are not a confirmed member
of the Lutheran Church, please contact an elder or pastor before communing. Gluten
free wafers are in plastic sleeves. If you prefer an individual cup, please take one from
the tray. Wine with alcohol removed is in the tray center.

+ DIVINE SERVICE I, Page 151 +

THE PRELUDE: “Christ, the Life of All the Living” -Jean Pasquet

THE HYMN: “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” Hymn 849
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness With a liberating light;
Praise the One who frees the pris'ners, Turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, Healing ev’ry dread disease,
Calming storms, and feeding thousands With the very Bread of peace.

2 Praise the One who blessed the children With a strong, yet gentle, word;
Praise the One who drove out demons With the piercing, two-edged sword.
Praise the One who brings cool water To the desert’s burning sand;

From this Well comes living water, Quenching thirst in ev'ry land.

3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose victorious That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness, Seeing what our God has done;
Let us praise the true Redeemer, Praise the One who makes us one.

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725

THE INVOCATION

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. C  Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.



C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

THE CONFESSION

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTION

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit. C Amen.

+++ 9:00 THE INTROIT: Psalm 29-4-6

THELENTEN CROSS HYMN: “Christ, the Life of all the Living” Hymn 420, v. 4
4 Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, Treating Thee with shameful scorn
And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee. All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne,
That as Thine Thou mightest own me And with heav'nly glory crown me.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Text: Public domain

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY: (we pray together)

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your
merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD OF THE MONTH: (we speak together)
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us. Romans 5:8

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 42:14-21
For a long time I have held my peace; I have kept still and restrained myself; now I will
cry out like a woman in labor; I will gasp and pant. I will lay waste mountains and hills,
and dry up all their vegetation; I will turn the rivers into islands, and dry up the pools.
And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not
known [ will guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places
into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not forsake them. They are turned



back and utterly put to shame, who trust in carved idols, who say to metal images, “You
are our gods.” Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! Who is blind but
my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send? Who is blind as my dedicated one,
or blind as the servant of the LORD? He sees many things, but does not observe them:; his
ears are open, but he does not hear. The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness” sake,
to magnify his law and make it glorious.
L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
+++ 9:00 THE ANTHEM: “From the Night of Ages Waking” -K. Lee Scott
THE EPISTLE READING: Ephesians 5:8-14
For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children
of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to
discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness,
but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in
secret. But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL READING: John 9:1-7,13-17,34-39 (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered,
“It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be
displayed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva.
Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool
of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. . . . They
brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. So the Pharisees again asked him
how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I
washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does
not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?”
And there was a division among them. So they said again to the blind man, “What do
you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” ... They
answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast
him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in
him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” He
said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this
world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.”

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.
+++ 9:00 & 7:00 THE APOSTLES’ CREED, page 159



I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

+++11:15 THE NICENE CREED: page 158

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE HYMN: “Amazing Grace” Hymn 744
1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound — That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found, Was blind but now I see!

2 The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures.

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come;
His grace has brought me safe thus far, His grace will lead me home.

4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And mortal life shall cease,
Amazing grace shall then prevail In heaven’s joy and peace.

5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun.

Text (sts. 1-5): Public domain
Text (sts. 15—4s): © 1991 Editorial Concordia. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725



THE SERMON: “What Do You See?”
THE PRAYERS

+++
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11:15 THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

The Lord be with you. C And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. C We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary... evermore praising You and saying;:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING, LORD’S PRAYER AND WORD’S OF OUR LORD

P

The peace of the Lord be with you always. C Amen.

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

411
1

ref

Text: ©

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Distribution Hymns: 411, 617, 554

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain

In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path,
And show me the way to the Father. Refrain

I'm looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain

1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725

617 O Lord, We Praise Thee

1

O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,

In thanksgiving bow before Thee.

Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish

Our weak souls that they may flourish: O Lord, have mercy!

May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, That our sins and sorrows did carry,



And Thy blood for us plead
In all trial, fear, and need: O Lord, have mercy!

2 Thy holy body into death was given,
Life to win for us in heaven.
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;
May this feast thereof remind us! O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me.
All our debt Thou hast paid; Peace with God once more is made:
O Lord, have mercy!

3 May God bestow on us His grace and favor That we follow Christ our Savior
And live together here in love and union Nor despise this blest Communion!
O Lord, have mercy! Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us;
Grant that heav'nly-minded He make us; Give Thy Church, Lord, to see
Days of peace and unity: O Lord, have mercy!

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725

554 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful
1 O Jesus, King most wonderful! O Conqueror renowned!
O Source of peace ineffable, In whom all joys are found:

2 When once You visit darkened hearts, Then truth begins to shine,
Then earthly vanity departs, Then kindles love divine.

3 OJesus, light of all below, The fount of life and fire,
Surpassing all the joys we know, All that we can desire:

4 May ev’ry heart confess Your name, Forever You adore,
And, seeking You, itself inflame To seek You more and more!

5 Oh, may our tongues forever bless, May we love You alone
And ever in our lives express The image of Your own!

Text: Public domain

THE POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.
THE POST COMMUNION COLLECT

THE BENEDICTION



THE CLOSING HYMN: “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” Hymn 873
1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true and only light,

Sun of righteousness, arise; Triumph o’er the shades of night.

Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar, in my heart appear.

2 Dark and cheerless is the morn Unaccompanied by Thee;
Joyless is the day’s return  Till Thy mercy’s beams I see,
Till they inward light impart, Glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

3 Visit then this soul of mine, Pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
Fill me, radiancy divine, Scatter all my unbelief;
More and more Thyself display, Shining to the perfect day.

Text: Public domain

THE POSTLUDE: “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise” -Franklin Ashdown
+++

Preacher: Pastor Blomenberg Lector: Pastor Fredstrom
Liturgists: Vicar Farney, Pastor Bloch, Pastor Rodriguez
Organist: Paul Scheiderer 9:00 Special Music by the Adult & Youth Choir

Immanuel’s mission is to connect people to the life, calling, and community of Christ. Founded in
1870, Immanuel is a member of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. We believe the Bible is
God'’s inspired Word and that we are saved by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ, who died for
our sins. Please take a brochure from the Information Center, or visit us on-line at
www.immanuelseymour.con.




