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THE 7th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                              July 16 & 17, 2023 
Welcome to Worship!  Conditions like moisture, rain, and soil fertility can make a huge 
difference in how plants grow, but only if you plant the proper seed will you get the 
desired plant.  God’s Word today uses this reality to shed light on where and when faith 
grows.  May we receive today His Word with hearing and faith, that our lives may show 
a good and bountiful harvest! 

Please register your attendance and Communion in the Record of Fellowship. 

A “Wee Wiggle Room” is available below the entrance on Walnut St. and a Comfort Room 
is in the Atrium.  

Bible Classes and Sunday School are recessed for the summer. The Adult Information 

Class meets in Heritage Room.   

Cell Phones:  Please remember to silence cell phones and electronics during worship. 

Holy Communion will be offered at the 11:15 service. If you are not a confirmed member 
of the Lutheran Church, please contact an elder or pastor before communing. Gluten free 
wafers are available in plastic sleeves. Wine with alcohol removed is in the individual 
cup tray center.   

+ DIVINE SERVICE IV, Page 203  + 

THE  PRELUDE: “Faith of Our Fathers” -Charles Callahan 

THE   HYMN: “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” Hymn 901 

1 Open now thy gates of beauty;    Zion, let me enter there, 
Where my soul in joyful duty    Waits for Him who answers prayer. 
Oh, how blessèd is this place, Filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 
2 Gracious God, I come before Thee;    Come Thou also unto me. 

Where we find Thee and adore Thee,    There a heav’n on earth must be. 
To my heart, O enter Thou; Let it be Thy temple now! 

 
3 Here Thy praise is gladly chanted;   Here Thy seed is duly sown. 

Let my soul, where it is planted,    Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
So that all I hear may be Fruitful unto life in me. 

 
4 Thou my faith increase and quicken;    Let me keep Thy gift divine, 

Howsoe’er temptations thicken;    May Thy Word still o’er me shine 
As my guiding star through life, As my comfort in all strife. 

 
5 Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee;    Let Thy will be done indeed. 

May I undisturbed draw near Thee    While Thou dost Thy people feed. 
Here of life the fountain flows; Here is balm for all our woes. 

Text: Public domain 



 

THE   INVOCATION, page 203 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.       C Amen. 

THE    EXHORTATION: 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, 
let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from 
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 
God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

THE   CONFESSION OF SINS: 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

THE   ABSOLUTION: 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

THE     KYRIE, page 204  C  Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

THE     GLORIA IN EXCELSIS:, page 204 

C To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 

Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus' birth! 
We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name we sing— 
Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav'nly King. 
 

To You, O sole-begotten, The Father's Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 
Where You in pow'r are seated At God's right hand on high— 
  
For You alone are holy, You only are the Lord. 



Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 
In God the Father's glory. "Amen!" our glad reply. 

THE PRAYER FOR THE DAY: (We pray together)   

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, 
grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

THE  WORD OF THE MONTH: (we speak together)  

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Matthew 11:28 

THE  OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 55:10–13 

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water 
the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it 
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before 
you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God! 

THE   EPISTLE READING: Romans 8:12-17 

So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. For if you 
live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 
the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you 
did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit 
of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified 
with him. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God! 

THE   ALLELUIA AND VERSE,   C:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  These things are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia.   

THE   GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23       C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. And great crowds 
gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood 
on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to 
sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured 



them. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 
immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, but when the sun rose they 
were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and 
produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He who has ears, let him 
hear. . . . “Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in 
his heart. This is what was sown along the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, 
this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root 
in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account 
of the word, immediately he falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the 
one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke 
the word, and it proves unfruitful. As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to You, O Christ! 

+++ 9:00 THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

+++ 11:15 NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver 
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one 
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE   HYMN: “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”                                   Hymn 577 



1 Almighty God, Your Word is cast    Like seed into the ground; 
Now let the dew of heav’n descend    And righteous fruits abound. 

 
2 Let not the sly satanic foe    This holy seed remove, 

But give it root in ev’ry heart    To bring forth fruits of love. 
 
3 Let not the world’s deceitful cares    The rising plant destroy, 

But let it yield a hundredfold    The fruits of peace and joy. 
 
4 So when the precious seed is sown,    Life-giving grace bestow 

That all whose souls the truth receive    Its saving pow’r may know. 
Text: Public domain 

 

THE   SERMON:  “A View From the Top” 

THE   OFFERTORY HYMN: “Word of God, Come Down on Earth” 

                                                                                                                     Hymn 545 v.1-2 
1 Word of God, come down on earth,    Living rain from heav’n descending; 

Touch our hearts and bring to birth    Faith and hope and love unending. 
Word almighty, we revere You; Word made flesh, we long to hear You. 

 
2 Word eternal, throned on high,    Word that brought to life creation, 

Word that came from heav’n to die,    Crucified for our salvation, 
Saving Word, the world restoring, Speak to us, Your love outpouring. 

Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725 

 

THE    PRAYERS 

+++ 11:15 HOLY COMMUNION, page 208 

Preface 
P  The Lord be with you.   C And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts.        C We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P  It is truly good, right, and salutary…   evermore praising You and saying: 
Sanctus 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav'n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
Lord's Prayer  
The Words of Our Lord  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ,… This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 



Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.   C Amen. 

Agnus Dei    
C O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray 

Distribution Hymns:  620, 584, 827, 894 

620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing 

1 Jesus comes today with healing, Knocking at my door, appealing, 
    Off’ring pardon, grace, and peace. He Himself makes preparation, 
And I hear His invitation:  “Come and taste the blessèd feast.” 

 
2 Christ Himself, the priest presiding, Yet in bread and wine abiding 

    In this holy sacrament, Gives the bread of life, once broken, 
And the cup, the precious token    Of His sacred covenant. 

 
3 Under bread and wine, though lowly, I receive the Savior holy, 

    Blood and body, giv’n for me, Very Lamb of God from heaven, 
Who to bitter death was given,    Hung upon the cursèd tree. 

 
4 God descends with heav’nly power, Gives Himself to me this hour 

    In this ordinary sign. On my tongue His pledge receiving, 
I accept His grace, believing    That I taste His love divine. 

 
5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, Whose own feast of love I savor, 

    Bidden by His gracious call. Wedding garments He provides me, 
With a robe of white He hides me,   Fits me for the royal hall. 

 
6 Now have I found consolation, Comfort in my tribulation, 

    Balm to heal the troubled soul. God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 
Cleanses me from sin and error,    Makes my wounded spirit whole. 

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725 

584 Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing 
1 Faith and truth and life bestowing,    Open now the Scriptures, Lord, 

Seed to life eternal sowing,    Scattered on the wind abroad. 
Let not hearts, Your Word receiving,    Like a barren field be found, 
Choked with thorns and unbelieving,   Shallow earth or stony ground. 

 



2 May the Spirit’s pow’r unceasing    Bring to life the hidden grain, 
Daily in our hearts increasing,    Bearing fruit that shall remain. 
So in Scripture, song, and story,    Savior, may Your voice be heard. 
Till our eyes behold Your glory    Give us ears to hear Your Word. 

Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725 

827 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling 
1 Hark, the voice of Jesus calling    “Who will go and work today? 

Fields are white and harvests waiting—    Who will bear the sheaves away?” 
Loud and long the Master calleth;    Rich reward He offers thee. 
Who will answer, gladly saying,    “Here am I, send me, send me”? 

 
2 Some take up His task in morning,    To their Lord responding soon; 

Some are called in heat of midday,    Others late in afternoon; 
Even as the sun is setting,    Some are sent into the fields, 
There to gather in the bounty    That God’s Word so richly yields. 

 
3 For as rain and snow from heaven    Water seeds in dusty soil, 

Causing them to bud and flower,    Giving bread to those who toil; 
So the Lord sends forth His promise,    Words of life and joy and peace— 
Never void to Him returning,    Bearing fruit with great increase. 

 
4 Hearken to the Lord whose coming    Marks the time when grace shall end, 

When with His angelic reapers    He in glory shall descend. 
Soon the night, the final harvest;    Soon the time for work shall cease. 
Then the souls His grace has garnered    Shall enjoy His Sabbath peace. 

Text (st. 1): Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–4): © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725 

894 For the Fruits of His Creation 

1 For the fruits of His creation,    Thanks be to God. 
For His gifts to ev’ry nation,    Thanks be to God. 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, Silent growth while we are sleeping, 
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping,    Thanks be to God. 

 

2 In the just reward of labor,    God’s will is done. 
In the help we give our neighbor,    God’s will is done. 
In our worldwide task of caring For the hungry and despairing, 
In the harvests we are sharing,    God’s will is done. 

 

3 For the harvests of the Spirit,    Thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit,    Thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, For the truths that still confound us, 
Most of all, that love has found us,    Thanks be to God. 

Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001725 



 
 
 

Nunc Dimittis   

C O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav'nly peace, For I have seen the glory 
Of Your redeeming grace: A light to lead the Gentiles Unto Your holy hill, The 
glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. All glory to the Father, All glory to the 
Son, All glory to the Spirit, Forever Three in One; For as in the beginning, Is now, 
shall ever be, God's triune name resounding Through all eternity. 

THE    POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

THE    BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION 

P Let us bless the Lord.    C  Thanks be to God. 

 P The Lord bless you and keep you…  C  Amen   

THE CLOSING HYMN: “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways” Hymn 707 

1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways    To keep His statutes still! 
Oh, that my God would grant me grace    To know and do His will! 

 
2 Order my footsteps by Thy Word    And make my heart sincere; 

Let sin have no dominion, Lord,    But keep my conscience clear. 
 
3 Assist my soul, too apt to stray,    A stricter watch to keep; 

And should I e’er forget Thy way,    Restore Thy wand’ring sheep. 
 
4 Make me to walk in Thy commands—    ’Tis a delightful road— 

Nor let my head or heart or hands    Offend against my God. 
Text: Public domain 

 

THE  POSTLUDE: “All Depends on Our Possessing” -Kevin Hildebrand  
Preacher: Pastor Fredstrom  Lector: Pastor Bloch 

Liturgists: Vicar Farney, Pastor Blomenberg, Pastor Rodriguez 

Organist: Mr. Paul Scheiderer 
Immanuel’s mission is to connect people to the life, calling, and community of Christ.  Founded in 1870, Immanuel is a member  of the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  We believe the Bible is God’s inspired Word and that we are saved by grace, through faith in Jesus 
Christ, who died for our sins.  Please take a brochure from the Information Center or visit us on-line at www.immanuelseymour.com. 


