GroupWork

Bible Study Discussion Starters
Life application materials for use in Life Groups, home devotions, and other small groups.

Warm Up
Read Isaiah 25:6-9. It paints a picture of a joyful feast prepared by God. What is a memorable meal or
celebration in your life that made you feel particularly welcomed or included—and why?

Review
Review the sermon outline on the back of the worship folder. What stood out to you or what “aha”
moments did you have from the sermon?

Distractions
There are so many things to do at Christmas time. Why do we fill this time of year with so many things?
How are they good? How can they be bad?

True Satisfaction
What can a person do to find true satisfaction that only comes from God? What does that satisfaction
look like in a person’s life?

Rich Imagery
Isaiah uses powerful sensory imagery—rich food, aged wine, a veil being lifted. Which image stands out
most to you, and what does it reveal about God’s heart for His people?

Joy
Isaiah describes a joy that is rooted in God’s saving work. When you think about your own faith story,
what is one moment when God’s salvation became especially real or meaningful to you?

Giving Comfort
Isaiah promises that God will “wipe away tears from all faces.” Who in your life needs comfort right now,
and what is one concrete thing you could do this week to reflect God’s compassion toward them?



NoteSheet

Sermon Outline
Take notes during the sermon to help you remember the main points.

REDISCOVER THE MAGIC OF CHRISTMAS
THE CHRISTMAS MEAL IS ALREADY PREPARED
ISAIAH 25:6-9

On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine—the best of
meats and the finest of wines. On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all
nations; he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove his
people’s disgrace from all the earth. The LORD has spoken.

In that day they will say, “Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let
us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.”

The Venue — The Mountain of the LORD is the C

The Menu — The Feast of God’s G

The Surprise Guests — The D in Christ
The Best for Last — The T and D removed
WHEN???
The Old Testament The New Testament The Future
Christmas Meal Christmas Meal Christmas Meal

Then the temple Then the throng, Now the silence Now the peace Then the glory Then the rest
Then the holy lamb in offering Now the empty hands uplifted Then the sabbath peace unbroken
Then the hands upon the head Now the kneeling Now the plea Then the garden Then the throne
Then the blood for sin atoning Now the Father's arms in welcome  Then the crystal river flowing
Then the singing, grace received Now the hearing Now the power Then the splendor Then the life
Then the LORD with man communing Now the vessel brimmed for pouring Then the new creation singing
Then the feasting Then the wine Now the body Now the blood Then the marriage Then the love
Then the joyful celebration Now the joyful celebration Then the feast of joy unending
Then the stories Then the tears Now the wedding Now the songs Then the knowing Then the light
Then the heart in longing lifted Now the heart forgiven leaping Then the ultimate adventure
Then the Spirit manifested Now the Spirit's visitation Then the Spirit's harvest gathered
Then the Son’s sure prophecy Now the Son's epiphany Then the Lamb in majesty
Then the Father’s blessing Now the Father's blessing Then the Father's Amen
Then Then Then Now Now Now Then Then Then

“Now the Silence” — Red Hymnal 23| and “Then the Glory” — Red Hymnal 218 by Jaroslav Vajda



