
 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S WORSHIP 

Many are beginning to plan family and friend get-togethers for the holidays. Here is our worship schedule: 
 

• Monday, December 8 – 6:30 pm Congregational Advent and Christmas Sing-along 

• Monday, December 15 – 7:00 pm Christmas Concert at The Bridge MKE 

• Friday, December 19 – 5:00 and 7:00 pm School Christmas Service 

• Wednesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve in Sanctuary – 10:00 am, 2:00, 4:00, and 6:00 pm 

• Wednesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve at The Bridge – 12:00 pm  

• Wednesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve at The Bridge MKE – 4:00 pm  

• Thursday, December 25 – Christmas Day with Communion – 10:00 am (No Bridge or Bridge MKE) 

• Wednesday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve with Communion in Sanctuary – 5:00 pm 

 

CELEBRATE THE SAVIOR’S BIRTH – SUNDAY GRACE CHAPEL BIBLE STUDY 

Do you know the true story of Jesus’ birth? Join Pastor Jim Aderman as we explore the familiar Christmas story 

through questions and the Word. Starting November 30, at 9:35 am, and continuing through December 21. 

 

A CHRISTMAS SONG SING-ALONG  

Join us on Monday, December 8, at 6:30 pm for our 5th annual Christmas Song Sing-Along. It will be a night of singing 

favorite Advent and Christmas hymns and songs. We will finish the night with singing Handel's Hallelujah Chorus and 

enjoy some light snacks and the beauty of the Christmas season. If you have questions, please email Mike Westendorf 

at mwestendorf@stpmuskego.org.  

 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT AT THE BRIDGE MKE 

Mark your calendars for the upcoming Christmas concert featuring Mike Westendorf and His Way Band on 

December 15, at 7:00 pm, at The Bridge MKE. Enjoy Christmas music and cheer while celebrating the coming of our 

Savior. 

 

A TIME FOR GIVING! 
Thank you for your overwhelming response of generosity for taking all the gift tags from our Gift Trees. Please 

return your gift no later than December 7th. 
 

If you didn't have a chance to grab a tag, you can still participate by putting a monetary gift in an envelope and by 

marking it "Friends in Need.” Monetary gifts will fund gift cards for families in need.  

 

REMEMBERING ST. PAUL’S HOMEBOUND 

You can find a list of our homebound members at the Welcome Center so you may remember them during this 

holiday season. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS AT ST. PAUL’S 

Our vision is that by every possible means we bring every             

      person in our area of influence closer to Christ through 

regular worship, small groups, and serving together. 
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PASTORAL CARE CONTACT 

Please take note of these phone numbers so that you can call… 
• if you are sick or hospitalized,  

• if a family member is dying or has died, or  

• if you simply need pastoral care. 
 

During the workday, Monday – Friday, 7:30 to 3:30 pm, you may call the church office at 414-422-0320, dial zero, 

and ask if one of the pastors is present. Each week, one of the pastors will serve as “visitation pastor” for that week. 
 

During non-work hours, contact one of the pastors directly: 
• Pastor Italiano at 708-732-8125 

• Pastor Panitzke at 414-350-1436 

• Pastor Strobel at 414-426-8236 

• Pastor Bonack for mental health counseling at jbonack@stpaulmuskego.org.  
 

CALLED HOME TO HEAVEN 
The Lord, in his infinite wisdom, called home to heaven the soul of Richard Smith, born January 27, 1947, on 

November 20, 2025. His funeral is scheduled for Tuesday, December 2, at 3:00 pm, with the visitation starting at 

2:00 pm. May God comfort Richard’s family and his loved ones with the promise of the resurrection. 
 

KNOWN TO BE HOSPITALIZED 

Baby Santino Galati has been discharged from the hospital. 
 

ATTENDANCE  

The following attended last week’s services: 31 on Thursday, 104 on Saturday, 256 on Sunday 8:00 am, 205 on 

Sunday 9:30 am, 155 at The Bridge, and 77 at The Bridge MKE. 
 

NEW OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE AT ST. PAUL’S  

Kids Club has an open position for a regular volunteer who is willing to come in about 2-3 hours each week to 

prep and organize supplies for our Sunday Kids Club sessions. Anytime that works for you during the week. Please 

reach out to Katie Klement if you are interested at kklement@stpmuskego.org. 
 

LADIES AFTERNOON FELLOWSHIP CHRISTMAS PARTY 

The Ladies Afternoon Fellowship will meet on Wednesday, December 3, at 12:00 pm, in the Grace Chapel, for their 

annual Christmas party. Lunch for the ladies attending will be $6 and can be paid the day of the party. Please note 

that there will be no January meeting. 
 

DOMESTIC ABUSE, THE BIBLE, AND YOU 

What is domestic abuse and what does the Bible say about it? Pastor Frank Italiano, who has had 

extensive experience dealing with domestic abuse, will lead this class along with "Monica,” who 

escaped an abusive marriage of almost 20 years. This class is for anyone who wants to know what to 

say or do when a loved one is caught in an abusive relationship, for women who are currently in 

these relationships, for pastors who want to learn more, and for survivors. The class will meet via 

Zoom on Wednesdays, 7:30 – 9:00 pm, beginning January 7. To register, please scan the QR code. 
 

PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL 

Pastor Panitzke will be leading a pilgrimage to Israel January 5 – 14, 2027, with an extension to Jordan. By traveling 

in the “off-season”, during this time when Israel’s tourism industry is trying to rebuild, we can plan a ten-day trip 

for only $4,421, which includes flights from Chicago, lodging, breakfast and dinner every day, entrance fees into all 

the sites in Israel, a licensed tour guide, and tips. Brochures are available at the Welcome Center. For more 

information, contact Pastor Panitzke at ppanitzke@stpaulmuskego.org or 414-350-1436.  

 

ST. PAUL’S NEWS  
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HOW MUCH WOULD IT COST TO FURNISH 10 HOUSES?  

The average house in Muskego is about 2,000 square feet. In the 

next couple of months, we will furnish 10 times that much space… 

furnishing our 20,000 square foot addition with high quality 

commercial grade furniture. 

 

DONATE TOWARD THE FURNISHINGS LIST 

During this Christmas season, we have an opportunity to enjoy 

being a part of the building process. The cost of furnishings is 
included in our $10 million project budget. However, special gifts 

for furnishings will reduce our long-term mortgage. Over the next 

few weeks we will list furnishings for different areas of the building. 

Every dollar donated now saves a dollar in interest over the 

course of the loan.  

 

HOW TO DONATE? 

Mark your gift clearly “Furnishings List,” and if you would like, designate what the donation is 

for such as: “Furnish Nursing Mother’s Room” for $3500 or “2 planter boxes for $724.” You 

can also give online at StPaulMuskego.org/Give, find the “Wish List” and in the memo note 

“Furnishings List” and the item.  

 

AUDITORIUM CHAIRS  

Our thanks to one St. Paul’s family who donated the entire amount for the auditorium chairs! 

God be praised for the generosity of God’s people.  

 

 

GATHERING SPACE 

10 tables   $600 each 

 

8 dining chairs  $513 each 

 

6 bar height stools $540 each 

 

 

 

LOUNGE AREA A 

 

3 Planter boxes $362 each 

 

2 Swivel chairs $1,953 each 

 

1 Couch  $3,000  

 

1 Love seat  $2,235  

 

1 Side table  $199  
  

 

FURNISHINGS  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR JON ENTER CONTINUES TO DELIBERATE OUR CALL AS SCHOOL PASTOR 

Pastor Enter has been called to be our School Pastor as part of our commitment to “help 

parents build strong Christian families.” Pastor Enter currently serves at St. Croix Lutheran 

Academy in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

 
 

 

LAURA WALZ CALLED TO TEACH 3K NEXT SCHOOL YEAR 

Laura has been a part of our school staff for the last 8 years, one year as a part-time teacher, 

and the remainder as a teacher’s aide. She has been called to fill the vacancy that will be left 

when Sharon Engel retires at the end of this school year. Laura is married to Justin, who 

teaches at Wisconsin Lutheran High School. Their older son Tyson attends Wisconsin 

Lutheran High School and their younger son Carter attends St. Paul’s.  

 

KATIE SMITH CALLED TO TEACH 4K NEXT SCHOOL YEAR 

Katie is a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Mukwonago. She taught for 8 years in the 

New Berlin school district teaching kindergarten, 1st grade, and 4th grade. She took a few 

years off when their younger child was born. This past year she served as a full-time aide at 

St. John’s. Both she and her husband Alex graduated from Wisconsin Lutheran High School 

and Wisconsin Lutheran College. They have two children, ages 3 and 4.  

 

HEATHER SULZLE CALLED AS 6TH GRADE HOME ROOM TEACHER  

Heather is the 7th grade teacher at Emanuel Lutheran School in New London, Wisconsin, 

where she has served since 2015. She has been called to be our 6th grade home room teacher 

and to teach English Language Arts. She graduated from Michigan Lutheran Seminary, one of 

our synod’s high schools in Saginaw, Michigan, and Martin Luther College in New Ulm. She is 

married to John, and they have three teenage children: Aliya, Nathan, and Lily.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

CALL NEWS  

Our vision is that by every possible means we bring every             

      person in our area of influence closer to Christ through 

regular worship, small groups, and serving together. 

 

  

  

  



 

 

 

 

  

 

THE CALL LIST 

When we have a pastor, teacher, or staff minister vacancy in our congregation or school, we request a call list from 

the District President of our Southeastern Wisconsin District of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Our 

District President, currently Pastor Dan Leyrer at St. Marcus Lutheran in Milwaukee, then prepares a list of 

candidates with the help of people at our synod offices and the other 11 district presidents in our synod. The 

congregation can suggest names of eligible candidates whom the District President may or may not include on the 

call list, depending on their eligibility for a call. The synod limits the number of calls a person receives in a year. 

Teachers can receive two calls in a school year. Pastors and staff ministers are not placed on a call list for six months 

after a previous call. The call list the congregation receives typically has three or four candidates on it. 
 

THE CALLING BODY 

In our congregation’s bylaws, the Voters’ Assembly has reserved the right to call pastors and principals to itself. The 

responsibility of calling teachers and staff ministers is delegated to the Ministry Board, seven men elected to oversee 

our ministry. The Voters’ Assembly or the Ministry Board considers the names on the call list we receive from the 

District President. In addition to information the District President provides, our staff also does some research 

about each of the candidates to learn their areas of strengths. After prayer, a vote is taken to choose which 

individual to call. 

 

THE DIVINE CALL 

We trust that the Holy Spirit is active in this process, guiding the district president as he develops the call list and 

guiding the calling body as they consider whom they should call. While humans are involved, we know this is the 

Lord’s Church and he will direct men and women to the place he wants them to serve. As Paul wrote to elders in 

the congregation in Ephesus: “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 

overseers.” 

 

THE CALL RECEIVED 

Most often, these calls “come out of the blue.” The person who is called does not know their name is on a call list. 

They have not asked to consider a call. Our principal or ministerial team leader contacts the individual called and 

sends them information about our ministry and what we are calling them to do. Then the individual called has many 

discussions with people from their current place of ministry and our congregation. The goal is to understand where 

the Lord can best use them in His kingdom. Often the call deliberation process takes a month to allow ample time 

for conversations with people in both locations. 

 

WHY IS IT CALLED A “CALL”? 

Every Christian has the personal call to be a witness of their faith. This is called the “priesthood of all believers” 

based on 1 Peter 2:9; “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may 

declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” However, we cannot all stand in the 

pulpit and preach. We cannot all gather in a 3K classroom and teach. So we, as God’s holy priests, call or invite 

someone to preach or teach in our stead. We extend a call to “public ministry” to share the gospel in our name.  
 

THE PUBLIC MINISTRY 

These calls to public ministry can be very formal, as they are when we are asking people to serve full-time in 

ministry. These calls to public ministry can be informal as well. Our member who teaches in our Kids Club 3K 

classroom also has a call to public ministry. Their call is limited to teaching on Sunday morning, but they are sharing 

the gospel in our place because we cannot all get into that classroom and teach. 

 

  

 

THE CALL PROCESS 

 



WEEKLY CALENDAR 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

MON  9:40 am Walking Group (Trinity Gym) 

  6:00 pm Dartball League (The Bridge MKE) 

  6:30 pm String Ensemble Rehearsal (Church Basement) 

  7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

   

TUE  8:30 am Full Armor of God Bible Study (Faith Room) 

  9:40 am  Walking Group (Trinity Gym) 

  2:00 pm Richard Smith Visitaiton 

  3:00 pm Richard Smith Funeral 

  4:30 pm Public School Catechism 

  6:30 pm Adult Handbell Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

  7:00 pm Following the Promise Bible Study (Grace Chapel) 

  7:30 pm Woodwind Ensemble Rehearsal (Church Basement) 

 

WED   12:00 pm Ladies Afternoon Fellowship (Grace Chapel) 

 

THUR   8:15 am Women’s Bible Study (Trinity Café) 

  9:00 am Quilting Fellowship (Grace Chapel) 

  9:30 am  Thursday Ladies Bible Study (Stoney Creek) 

  9:40 am Walking Group (Trinity Gym) 

  6:30 pm Traditional Worship Service 

 

FRI  8:15 am School Chapel 

  6:30 pm Card Players Group (Trinity Café) 

 
SAT   8:00 am God’s Guys Breakfast Bible Study (Grace Chapel) 

   9:45 am Brass Ensemble Rehearsal (Grace Chapel)   

  5:00 pm Traditional Worship Service  

 

SUN  8:00 am Traditional Worship Service  

  9:00 am Fix Your Eyes on Jesus Bible Study (School Rm. #9)  

  9:30 am Kids Club 

  9:30 am Traditional Worship Service  

  9:35 am Grace Chapel Bible Study 

  10:00 am The Bridge and The Bridge MKE Communion 

  10:30 am The Bridge and The Bridge MKE 

  6:00 pm Teen Movie Night (MKE) 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

   For the week of December 1, 2025 

 

Our vision is that by every possible means we bring every             

      person in our area of influence closer to Christ through 

regular worship, small groups, and serving together. 

 

  

  


