
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

REDISCOVER THE MAGIC OF CHRISTMAS 
THE CHRISTMAS MEAL IS ALREADY PREPARED 

November 29 and 30, 2025 
 

Perhaps the childhood “magic of Christmas” came from the fact that others did all the work to make Christmas so 

special. Today the Holy Spirit invites to pause and see that the best possible Christmas dinner has already been 

prepared… a dinner that can satisfy us like none other. 

 

 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

 

 

OPENING – RED HYMNAL 1, VV. 1-4 The Advent of Our King 

The advent of our King  

Our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing  

In strains of holy joy. 

The everlasting Son  

Incarnate deigns to be, 

Himself a servant's form puts on  

To set his servants free. 
 

O Zion's Daughter, rise  

To meet your lowly King, 

Nor let a faithless heart despise  

The peace he comes to bring. 

As judge, on clouds of light,  

He soon will come again 

And his true members all unite  

With him in heav'n to reign. 
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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S – CONNECTION CARD 

Thank you for joining us in worship. Please complete a Connection Card so we can provide God’s people 

here at St. Paul’s with the best spiritual care. You can also fill out the card online by scanning the QR Code.  
 

CHILDCARE EVERY SUNDAY 7:45 – 10:45 am in east wing of the church. 
 

SUNDAY KIDS CLUB FOR 3K – GRADE 5 9:30 – 10:30 am at the school. Register online at stpaulmuskego.org/kidsclub. 
 

ACCESSIBILITY A hearing loop system and large-print worship folders are available. 
 

QUESTIONS OR NEED ASSISTANCE? Visit the Welcome Center in the lobby where a greeter will be happy to assist you.  

https://stpaulmuskego.org/kidsclub/


 

 

M In the name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

M Brothers and sisters in Christ, we begin a new church year on this First Sunday in Advent in 

the same way we ended the old— looking to our Lord’s coming in glory. Yet are we truly 

looking for the Lord’s coming, or are we looking for something else to satisfy the yearnings of 

our hearts? All too often, we attempt to fill the void in our hearts with worldly pursuits, such 

as wealth or fleeting pleasures. However, these only deepen the emptiness. True satisfaction 

comes from God because we were created by him and for him. As we begin to prepare our 

hearts for Christmas, let us confess our sins including all the times we try to fill the hole in 

our hearts with something other than Jesus.  

All Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for 

my sins, and trusting in my Savior, Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M   God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  

 

 

M   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

Before the dawning Day  

Let sin's dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away,  

The new self now put on. 
 

All glory to the Son,  

Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one  

Through all eternity. 

  



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M The Lord be with you.  
 

 

 

M Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST LESSON Romans 13:8-14, Bible page 1138 

 Jesus’ second coming is nearer every day. Let us clothe ourselves with the 

Lord Jesus Christ and not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh. 

 

M  Alleluia. Alleluia. "Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the 

prophecy in this book" (Revelation 22:7 NIV). Alleluia.  

 

ANTHEM (Sunday) Light of the World 

By L. Daigle and L. Gambill 

 St. Paul’s Adult Choir 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44, Bible page 993 

Jesus teaches us that no one knows the day or the hour when he will return. It’ll 

be like the days of Noah. Everything will seem to go on like it always does. And 

then suddenly the end will come. The lesson? Keep watch so that you are ready. 

 

After the announcement of the Gospel: 

 
 

After the reading of the Gospel: 

 
  



 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the 

Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day 

he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead  and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY – RED HYMNAL 26 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring 

1 Jesus came, the heav'ns adoring, 

Came with peace from realms on high; 

Jesus came to win redemption, 

Lowly came on earth to die; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Came in deep humility. 

2 Jesus comes again in mercy 

When our hearts are worn with care; 

Jesus comes again in answer 

To an earnest, heartfelt prayer, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Comes to save us from despair. 
 

3 Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, 

Bringing news of sins forgiv'n; 

Jesus comes with words of gladness, 

Leading souls redeemed to heav'n. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Hope to all the world is giv'n. 

4 Jesus comes on clouds triumphant 

When the heav'ns shall pass away. 

Jesus comes again in glory; 

Let us, then, our homage pay, 

Alleluia! ever singing 

Till the dawn of endless day. 

 

 

 

SERMON Isaiah 25:6-9, Bible page 702 
 Pastor Pete Panitzke 

  



 

 

After the sermon, the congregation sings: 
 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

DISMISSAL OF ONLINE WORSHIPERS (Sunday 9:30 am) 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

M The Lord be with you. 
 

 

 

 

M Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

M Let us give thanks to the Lord. 

 
  



 

 

M It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord whose way John 

the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

 
  



 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
Communion Practice 

The Lord’s Supper is a fellowship meal. In this meal Jesus expresses his fellowship with us by giving us his body and blood 

for the forgiveness of sins. In this meal we also express our fellowship with each other, that is, that we are united in a 

common confession of faith. 
 

We at St. Paul’s want everyone to enjoy this fellowship meal. However, we cannot ask someone to express agreement with 

us until we give that person an opportunity to discover what we teach. That is why we schedule frequent membership 

classes to provide an overview of our teachings. If you are not a member of our Lutheran denomination, please speak with 

one of the pastors before joining us at the altar. Thank you. 
 

Non-alcoholic wine (light-colored wine in tray) and gluten-free wafers (at Communion rail) are available. 

 

 

 

MUSIC MEDITATION (Sunday) Light of the World (Sing Hallelujah) 

By We The Kingdom 

 St. Paul’s Vocal/String Ensemble 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION – RED HYMNAL 348 Jesus, Jesus, Only Jesus  

1 Jesus, Jesus, only Jesus 

Can my heartfelt longing still. 

Lo, I pledge myself to Jesus, 

What he wills alone to will, 

For my heart, which he hath filled, 

Ever cries, "Lord, as thou wilt." 

2 One there is for whom I'm living, 

Whom I love most tenderly; 

Unto Jesus I am giving 

What in love he gave to me. 

Jesus' blood hides all my guilt 

Lord, oh, lead me as thou wilt. 
 

3 What to me may seem a treasure 

But displeasing is to thee --  

Oh, remove such harmful pleasure; 

Give instead what profits me. 

Let my heart by thee be stilled; 

Make me thine, Lord, as thou wilt. 
 

4 Let me earnestly endeavor 

Thy good pleasure to fulfill; 

In me, through me, with me ever, 

Lord, accomplish thou thy will. 

In thy holy image built, 

Let me die, Lord, as thou wilt. 

 

5 Jesus, constant be my praises, 

For thou unto me didst bring 

Thine own self and all thy graces 

That I joyfully may sing: 

Be it unto me, my Shield, 

As thou wilt, Lord, as thou wilt. 

 

 

  



 

 

SONG OF SIMEON 

 
 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

M Lord Jesus, you have come in power… 

C the power of your grace and the life that this meal brings. 
 

M Inspire us by the power of this bread and cup, 

C that we might bring your powerful love to all the waiting world. 
 

M You are the Lord forevermore. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
BLESSING 

M The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  


