
 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE CONTACT 

During the workday, Monday – Friday, 7:30 to 3:30 pm, you may call the church office at 414-422-0320, dial 

zero, and ask if one of the pastors is present.  
 

During non-work hours, contact one of the pastors directly: 

• Pastor Italiano at 708-732-8125 

• Pastor Panitzke at 414-350-1436 

• Pastor Strobel at 414-426-8236 

• Pastor Bonack for mental health counseling at jbonack@stpaulmuskego.org.  
 

ATTENDANCE  

The following attended last week’s services: 1,745 on Christmas Eve, 294 on Christmas Day, 95 on Saturday, 

66 on Sunday 8:00 am, 213 on Sunday 9:30 am, 261 at The Bridge, and 72 at The Bridge MKE. 
 

A PLACE TO START: FOLLOWING THE PROMISE BIBLE CLASS 

Pastor Nate Strobel is leading a new session of our new member Bible study—Following the Promise— on 

Tuesdays, 7:00 – 8:15 pm both in person and online. Beginning Tuesday, January 6, for 12 weeks. To join, 

mark the back of your Connection Card or contact Pastor Nate at 414-426-8236.  

 

NEW GRACE CHAPEL BIBLE CLASS – “REGRETS, REALITY, RESTORATION” 

Life is full of regrets. What do we do when the condemning memory of past offences won’t be silenced? 

Through this study, you will find that there is a way out of your past by hearing life stories of those who have 

found resolution and victory over past heartaches. This class will be led by Pastor Frank Italiano every Sunday, 

in the Grace Chapel, at 9:35 am, through February 8. 

 

SPECIAL GRACE CHAPEL BIBLE CLASS – JANUARY 11 

Brad Price, President of Lutheran Military Support Group, will be giving a special presentation on Sunday, 

January 11, at 9:35 am. He will share how they provide Christ-centered support to WELS military service 

members, veterans, and their families.  

 

WELS YOUTH NIGHT  

High school students are invited to Wisconsin Lutheran College on Sunday, January 11, 6:00 – 8:00 pm, for an 

evening of music, games, food, and encouragement from God’s Word. The theme for the night is “My Value in 

Christ.” This free event is a great opportunity for students to connect with other WELS youth and grow in 

faith. For more information, contact Youth Minister Katie Klement at kklement@stpmuskego.org. 

 

PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL 

Pastor Panitzke will be leading a pilgrimage to Israel January 5 – 14, 2027, with an extension to Jordan. 

Brochures are available at the Welcome Center. The best “early bird” pricing ends January 7. For more 

information, contact Pastor Panitzke at ppanitzke@stpaulmuskego.org or 414-350-1436. 

 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY: EVENT STAFF 

St. Paul's is looking to hire an enthusiastic and reliable individual to join our Event Staff team. This position 

typically requires a commitment of 4 to 8 hours per week, but we need someone with flexibility to work 

varying times on both weeknights and weekends. We are looking at potentially hiring 1-2 people depending on 

availability. If interested, contact Jessica Vanderhyde at facilityrentals@stpaulmuskego.org. 
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WE ARE ALMOST DONE AFTER 640 TIMES 

If you have worshipped at The Bridge even once since it began on 

October 6, 2013, you will appreciate the dedication of the hundreds of 

volunteers who have changed the Trinity Gym into a worship setting 

every Sunday morning for the last 640 weeks! 

 

CELEBRATION AT THE BRIDGE ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 18  

The service will feature a time of thanksgiving for the generosity of all 

our Bridge volunteers! After the service, we will take down for the last 

time and move some of the equipment into the new auditorium.  

 

THE WEEKEND OF JANUARY 24/25 OUR SCHEDULE WILL BE: 

• Thursday and Saturday Traditional unchanged  

• Sunday Traditional at 8:00 and 9:30 am  

• The Bridge at 11:00 am in the sanctuary 

(Our sound engineers need an extra week to set up the system 

in the auditorium.)  

• Grace Chapel Bible study at 9:30 am and Kids Club in the 

school at 9:30 am 

SOFT OPENING WEEKEND SCHEDULES – FEBRUARY 1 AND 8 

• Thursday and Saturday Traditional unchanged  

• Sunday Traditional at 8:00 and 9:30 am  

• The Bridge at 10:30 am in The Bridge auditorium  

• Grace Chapel Bible study at 9:30 am and Kids Club in the school at 9:30 am 

DEDICATION SUNDAY: FEBRUARY 15 

• Thursday and Saturday unchanged 

• Sunday Traditional and The Bridge Dedication Services at 9:00 and 10:30 am  

We will have two Bridge services to accommodate an anticipated larger attendance on Dedication Sunday.  

• Livestream of Traditional at 9:00 am and The Bridge at 10:30 am  

• No Grace Chapel Bible study or Kids Club on February 15 

The Sunday services will begin with a dedication ceremony streamed from the Gathering Space into both the 

sanctuary and the auditorium.  

 

WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICES BEGINNING FEBRUARY 18 

• Worship at 3:30 pm (livestreamed)  

• Soup Supper between services in the Gathering Space 

• Worship at 6:30 pm  

• If you would like to help coordinate or serve at these Lenten soup suppers (Feb 18 – Mar 25) please contact 

Pastor Panitzke at ppanitzke@stpaulmuskego.org or 414-350-1436.  

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE BEGINNING FEBRUARY 22  

• Thursday and Saturday unchanged, however no Thursday service during Lent.  

• Sunday Traditional at 9:00 and 10:30 am (9:00 am livestreamed) 

• The Bridge at 10:30 am 

• Kids Club at 9:00 am in the school (A new Kids Club schedule will begin Fall 2026)  

• Grace Chapel Bible Study at 8:00 and 9:00 am  

 

 

OUR BUILDING IS ALMOST COMPLETE!  
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS GIFTS! 

The response to our Furnishings Wish Lists has been amazing! So 

far special gifts have provided for: 

• All the chairs in The Bridge auditorium 

• The nursing mothers’ room 

• The entire play area 

• Much of the new Child Care Center room 

• The entire Kids Club room (The Garage) 

• The cross in the auditorium  

• Furnishings all over the Gathering Space 

 

In addition, God’s people have given many special year-end gifts to our Mission and Ministry Fund and to the 

Building Fund.  

 

Thank you for supporting our on-going gospel ministry and supporting our future ministry by doing all we can to 

reduce our congregation’s long-term mortgage.  

 

LET US GIVE THANKS  

As we move into our new building, it is only fitting to pause to give thanks to God for all that he has 

accomplished through us. For the last two years, our focus has been on giving special gifts to increase our 

downpayment. Our initial plan was a 30% downpayment ($3 million on our $10 million project). As of early 

December, we had passed $3.6 million in Building Fund gifts. With December Building Fund and 

Furnishings Wish List giving, that number is likely to increase dramatically. Thanks be to God! 

 

LET US PRAY 

With a new building comes a mortgage. There is still a lot of work for us to do to fund this beautiful new 

structure. And so let us pray for strength to bring this work to completion. 

 

Here are few of the stats: 

• Initial loan of $7 million at 6.6% interest with a 25-year amortization schedule. 

• Mortgage payments are just under $50,000/month. In comparison, the monthly mortgage on our Trinity 

Gym addition in 2010 was $18,000/month.  

• There is no penalty if we make additional principal payments. For every $1 of additional principal, we save 

about $1 over the course of the amortization schedule.   

• We will be refinancing the loan at the end of 2027. A lower principal balance at that time could free up 

more offering dollars for mission and ministry.  

 

NEXT STEPS 

On Dedication Sunday, February 15, we will be asked to make a two-year Because iT Matters plan-for-giving for 

the calendar years 2026 and 2027, similar to what we did at the end of 2023 as part of our first Because iT 

Matters effort. Let us spend January together in prayer: 

• Pray for courage for as some of our family here at St. Paul’s start giving for the first time.  

• Pray for wisdom as some of our family here at St. Paul’s considers what proportionate offering looks like 

at their stage of life. 

• Pray that some of us might be able to make a “once-in-a-lifetime” gift from accumulated assets or in a 

bequest.  

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR THE FURNISHINGS! 



WEEKLY CALENDAR 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

MON  9:40 am Walking Group (Trinity Gym) 

  6:00 pm Dartball League (Bridge MKE) 

   

TUE  8:30 am Full Armor of God Bible Study (Faith Room) 

  9:40 am  Walking Group (Trinity Gym) 

  4:30 pm Public School Catechism 

  6:30 pm Adult Handbell Rehearsal (Main Church) 

  7:00 pm Following the Promise (Grace Chapel) 

 

WED  12:00 pm Ladies Afternoon Fellowship (Grace Chapel) 

  7:30 pm Domestic Abuse, the Bible, and You (Zoom) 

 

THUR   8:15 am Women’s Bible Study (Trinity Café) 

  9:00 am Quilting Fellowship (Grace Chapel) 

  9:30 am Thursday Ladies Bible Study (Stoney Creek) 

  9:40 am  Walking Group (Trinity Gym) 

  10:00 am Small Group Communion (Grace Chapel) 

  6:30 pm Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion 

 

SAT   8:00 am God’s Guys Breakfast Bible Study (Grace Chapel) 

   9:45 am Brass Ensemble Rehearsal (Grace Chapel)   

  5:00 pm Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion 

 

SUN  8:00 am Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion 

  9:00 am Fix Your Eyes on Jesus Bible Study (School Rm. #9)  

  9:30 am Kids Club 

  9:30 am Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion  

  9:35 am Grace Chapel Bible Study 

  10:00 am The Bridge and The Bridge MKE Communion 

  10:30 am The Bridge and The Bridge MKE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   For the week of January 5, 2026 

 

Our vision is that by every possible means we bring every             

      person in our area of influence closer to Christ through 

regular worship, small groups, and serving together. 

 

  

  

  


