
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

THE MESSAGE BEHIND THE MIRACLE 
GLORY OF HIS DIVINITY 

January 3 and 4, 2026 
 

The Apostle John uses the term “signs” for miracles 16 times in his gospel.  

“Signs” indicates there is a message behind the miracle. 

For the next three weekends, we will listen to the message behind the miracle. 

Today, the sign of water-to-wine proclaims Jesus’ glory as God himself.  

 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN SING (from the Red Hymnal) 
 

BELLS AND WELCOME 
 

OPENING – RED HYMNAL 80, VV. 1-3 Angels from the Realms of Glory

1 Angels from the realms of glory, 

Wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

Once you sang creation's story; 

Now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 

Watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing --  

Yonder shines the infant light. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King.
 

3 Magi, leave your contemplations; 

Brighter visions beam afar. 

Seek the great desire of nations; 

You have seen the Savior's star. 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King.  
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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S – CONNECTION CARD 

Thank you for joining us in worship. Please complete a Connection Card, sharing any questions or prayer 

requests you might have. You can fill out the card online and find other resources by scanning the QR Code. 
 

CHILDCARE EVERY SUNDAY 7:45 – 10:45 am in east wing of the church. 
 

SUNDAY KIDS CLUB FOR 3K – GRADE 5  9:30 – 10:30 am at the school. Register online at stpaulmuskego.org/kidsclub. 
 

ACCESSIBILITY A hearing loop system and large-print worship folders are available. 
 

QUESTIONS OR NEED ASSISTANCE? Visit the Welcome Center in the lobby where a greeter will be happy to assist you. 
 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR GOSPEL MINISTRY A generous God creates generous people. You 

may place your offering in the box in the lobby or scan the QR code to give using Venmo. Thank you for 

helping us share the peace and joy we have in Jesus. 

http://www/
https://stpaulmuskego.org/kidsclub/


 

 

M In the name of the Father, who is the “Father of the heavenly lights,” and of the (†) Son, who is 

the “Light of the world,” and of the Holy Spirit, who reveals that light to us through the gospel. 

C Amen.  
 

M        Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, Jesus called his disciples to work together to share God’s 

love, each using the individual gifts and strengths each had received from God. 

C         Like them, however, we can easily become distracted with issues of power and control. We 

become jealous of other people’s gifts. We sit on the sidelines forcing others to carry the 

burden of the work.  
 

M These are symptoms of the sinful nature that still lives in each one of us. As sinful human 

beings, we justly deserve God’s temporal and eternal punishment. Let us, therefore, 

acknowledge the truth, confess our sin, and ask God to forgive us. 

All  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you 

in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 

and trusting in my Savior, Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  
 

M  “Praise be to the God and Father or our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy God has given us 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 

inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade” (1 Peter 1:3,4). For while the wages of sin is 

death, the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23). Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

  



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

M Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, as you once led the Magi to worship, so you have led us to this place. We 

have come to offer you our worship and praise, our gifts and offerings,  

C We long to hear your voice. Speak to us of your love, your grace and your salvation.  

 

M We pray through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. He lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

 

 

FIRST LESSON Judges 6:33-40, Bible page 245 

Gideon’s faith is weak and asks God for a sign that he can trust. 

 

 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 24, Hymnal page 73 

Blessing comes to those who seek the King of Glory. 

 

 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 2:1-12, Bible page 966 

The visit of the Magi. 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  



 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY – RED HYMNAL 82, VV. 1-3                              Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to you we raise, 

Manifested by the star To the Magi from afar, 

Branch of royal David's stem, In your birth at Bethlehem. 

Anthems be to you addressed, God in man made manifest. 
 

Manifest at Jordan's stream, Prophet, Priest, and King supreme, 

And at Cana, Wedding Guest, In your Godhead manifest; 

Manifest in pow'r divine, Changing water into wine. 

Anthems be to you addressed, God in man made manifest. 
 

Manifest in making whole Palsied limbs and fainting soul; 

Manifest in valiant fight, Quelling all the devil's might; 

Manifest in gracious will, Ever bringing good from ill. 

Anthems be to you addressed, God in man made manifest. 

 

 

 

SERMON     John 2:1-11, Bible page 1063 

Pastor Pete Panitzke 

 

After the sermon, the congregation sings: 
 

Grant us grace to see you, Lord, Mirrored in your holy Word. 

May our lives and all we do Imitate and honor you 

That we all like you may be At your great epiphany 

And may praise you, ever blest, God in man made manifest. 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into our world 

to save us from sin and death. 

C You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 
 

M Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came preaching and 

teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 

C You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation to those 

doomed to death. 
 

M Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good news of 

salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to speak your name 

to those around us who still live without faith or hope: 

C Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel. 

  



 

 

M King of kings, rule in our hearts that each of us might rededicate ourselves to your mission. 

Give us wisdom as each of us considers what firstfruits giving looks like in our lives.  

C The cross matters to us. The mission matters to us. Help us give generously to honor your 

holy name. 

 

M Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve you and 

each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and far, that they may 

remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the sick and the 

disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort those who mourn: 

C Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

M Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

M Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the full 

light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of triumph. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

CLOSING – RED HYMNAL 83, VV. 1-4 As with Gladness Men of Old 

As with gladness men of old Did the guiding star behold, 

As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, beaming bright, 

So, most gracious Lord, may we Evermore your foll'wers be. 
 

As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to your lowly bed, 

There to bend the knee before You whom heav'n and earth adore, 

So may we with willing feet Ever seek your mercy seat. 
 

As they offered gifts most rare At your cradle, rude and bare, 

So may we with holy joy, Pure and free from sin's alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you, our heav'nly King. 
 

Holy Jesus, ev'ry day Keep us in the narrow way; 

And, when earthly things are past, Bring our ransomed souls at last 

Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds your glory hide. 

 

  



 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 

M Lord Jesus, you are the Light of the world. 

C Thank you for shining your light into our hearts today. 

 

M May your light continue to change and shape us 

C that we may serve as beacons of your love to the world around us.  

 

M We bless you now and always. 

C Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

M The Lord bless you and keep you 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

 
 

 

ST. PAUL’S CONNECTION 

 

 

CALL NEWS 

PRINCIPAL FITZSIMMONS RECEIVES CALL TO BETHLEHEM MENOMONEE FALLS AND GERMANTOWN 

Please keep Principal Seth Fitzsimmons in your prayers as he considers a call to serve at one of our 

sister schools. Bethlehem Lutheran has two campuses and has just dedicated a new worship space. You 

can share your thoughts and prayers with him by emailing him at sfitzsimmons@stpmuskego.org. 

 

MR. WITKOWIAK RECEIVES CALL 

Our 7th grade teacher and Athletic Director, Jared Witkowiak, has received a call from St. John’s 

Lutheran in Burlington to teach 5th grade. Please keep Jared in your prayers as he deliberates where he 

would like to serve the Lord with his talents and interests. If you would like to share your thoughts and 

prayers, you can email him at ad@stpmuskego.org.  

 

CALL MEETINGS  

Because Pastor Enter declined our call to be our School Pastor, we will be calling again for a pastor on 

Wednesday, January 14, at 7:00 pm. Pastor calls are extended by the Voters’ Assembly. The School 

Ministry Action Team and the Ministry Board will be meeting on Monday, January 5 to extend three 

calls: 6th grade home room teacher and English Language Arts teacher, one-year 4th grade call, and a 

one-year 1st grade call. The one-year calls are to teach our two grades that have two classes per grade. 

 

DECEMBER SCHOOL MINISTRY REPORT 

You can find our December School Ministry Report in the Welcome Center which celebrates the 

tremendous blessings we have via Jesus, our teachers, aides, staff, and students! 
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