GroupWork

Bible Study Discussion Starters
Life application materials for use in Life Groups, home devotions, and other small groups.

Warm Up
Play a short game of “would you rather.” Would you rather admit you’re wrong ... or accept help?

Review
Rad Matthew 16:21-23 and review the sermon outline on the back of the worship folder. What stood out
to you from the sermon?

Highs and Lows

Peter moves from confessing Christ to being sharply corrected by Jesus almost immediately. Where have
you seen similar “spiritual highs and lows” in your own faith life, and why do you think Jesus allows those
contrasts to happen?

Good Intentions vs. God’s Mission

Peter clearly loved Jesus and wanted to protect Him, yet Jesus says Peter had “human concerns” rather
than God’s. What are some ways well-intended thoughts or actions today can still get in the way of Jesus’
mission? Why is it easier to see how someone else can be an “unwitting pawn” of the Devil and not see
ourselves that way?

The Danger of Apathy
Read Revelation 3:14-16. The Laodiceans were apathetic, neither warm nor cold. How does apathy show
up in our spiritual lives, and what makes it so spiritually dangerous?

Jesus had to

The sermon highlighted how Jesus must go, suffer, die, and rise—because of the Father’s will and His love
for us. How does knowing that Jesus willingly chose this mission change the way you view God’s love for
you personally?

Next Steps on the Ladder

Peter’s journey shows growth over time—failure, restoration, learning, and service. But there were always
ups and downs. Looking at the “Christian Life Ladder” image from the sermon, where would you place
yourself right now, and what might be one humble next step Jesus is inviting you to take?



NoteSheet

Sermon Outline

Take notes during the sermon to help you remember the main points.

Matthew 16:21-23

Knowing Jesus’ Mission Matters... now and forever
Ups and down:s...

I. Jesus talks plainly.

e He’s going to go, suffer, die, and rise.

But Peter gets in the way.

¢ And he gets called “Satan.”
e Hard lesson = Good intentions
e Another hard lesson = Sometimes

One word shows Jesus’ heart =

21 From that time on Jesus began to
explain to his disciples that he must
go to Jerusalem and suffer many
things at the hands of the elders, the
chief priests and the teachers of the
law, and that he must be killed and on
the third day be raised to life.

22 Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said.
“This shall never happen to you!”

23 Jesus turned and said to Peter,
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me; you do not
have in mind the concerns of God,
but merely human concerns.”
Matthew 16:21-23

Rocky and a caring hug

Peter had some learning to do.

5. We have some next steps, too.
e The Chrisitan Life Ladder
e Reality of life —

5. MY LEGACY MATTERS

| understand that | can be a blessing to generations to come. | trust God's promise to “show love to a thousand
generations of those who love him and keep his commandments.” | make a commitment to invest in the next
generation with my time, my prayers, my decisions, and my resources.

4. MY SURRENDER MATTERS

1 understand that my life is no longer my own. | live for “nothing except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”
| surrender my hopes and dreams, my fears and pain, into the hands of my Savior. My comfort and
desire is not most important. | make a commitment to pray, “Father, not my will, but yours be done.”

3. THE MISSION MATTERS

| understand my primary purpose in life is to share the good news of Jesus and his cross with
everyone within my area of influence. | make a commitment to live and speak in a way that gives

honor to Jesus and draws the people around me closer to him.

2. THE PARTNERSHIP MATTERS
| understand the importance of my church partners to help me

grow in my faith. | make a

commitment to regular worship and participation in Bible studies and/or small groups.

1. THE CROSS MATTERS

| have a personal understanding of my sin and trust that Jesus died on the cross for me. | am
forgiven! | make a commitment to personal spiritual growth.

Next Steps:

Ask the Holy Spirit to lead you to your own personal next step in following Jesus on his mission. Use the

Christian Life Ladder to think about what the next step might be.




