ST. PAUL’S NEWS

KNOWN To BE HOSPITALIZED
Darlene Kurth (West Allis). Gerald Schwartz has been discharged from the hospital.

BAPTISM
Evan Keith Venechuk, son of Kyle and Angela (nee Gomez Watts) Venechuk, was born July 24, 2025, and will be
baptized in a private ceremony on Sunday, February |, 2026. May God bless Evan in his baptismal faith.

ATTENDANCE
The following attended last week’s services: 12 on Thursday, I 15 on Saturday, 95 on Sunday 8:00 am, 342 on
Sunday 9:30 am, 143 at The Bridge, and 65 at The Bridge MKE.

RESILIENT RECOVERY MINISTRY TALK

What does it look like to take Jesus seriously when he says, “l was in prison, and you visited me”? Join us on
Sunday, February I, at 9:35 am, in the Grace Chapel for a talk with Jason Jonker of Resilient Recovery Ministry.
You'll hear how Scripture and faithful presence are helping reach people in prisons, addiction rehabs, and the local
community—many with little prior exposure to the Bible or church.

GRACE CHAPEL BIBLE CLASS - “REGRETS, REALITY, RESTORATION”

Life is full of regrets. What do we do when the condemning memory of past offences won’t be silenced? Through
this study, you will find that there is a way out of your past by hearing life stories of those who have found
resolution and victory over past heartaches. This class will be led by Pastor Frank Italiano every Sunday, in the
Grace Chapel, at 9:35 am, on February 8.

LADIES AFTERNOON FELLOWSHIP

The St. Paul’s Ladies Afternoon Fellowship will resume meeting on Wednesday, February 4, at 12:00 pm, in the
Grace Chapel. Please bring a bag lunch. Pastor Panitzke will lead a devotion and lead us as we “Walk in the
Footsteps of Paul” through pictures of his recent trip to Greece and Tiirkiye.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY: ST. PAUL’S CHILD CARE CENTER TEAM

The St. Paul’s Child Care Center is growing and is looking for caring, dependable individuals who love working with
children. We are looking to add 2 aides to our team. Both part-time morning and afternoon shifts are available. If
interested, please contact Trista Heffner at theffner@stpmuskego.org or 414-422-0320, ext. 200.

WISCONSIN LUTHERAN COLLEGE CHOIR

The 56-voice Wisconsin Lutheran College choir will join us for worship on Sunday, February 22, at both the 9:00
and 10:30 am Traditional services. The choir will preview music from their upcoming spring concert tour to
Georgia and Florida. Chosen by audition, choral students are young Christian men and women who represent a
wide variety of majors across LC. Not only do the students represent the college as they share the Gospel in song,
they are also committed to glorifying God through artistic excellence.

FEBRUARY FAMILY IN NEED

Tragedy struck one of our St. Paul’s/The Bridge families on December 9, 2025, when Jordan Benish, a dear brother
in Christ, suffered a brain aneurysm and died suddenly. Jordan was only 35 years old and leaves behind his wife
Jess, sons Parker (age | 1) and Paxton (age 7), and newborn daughter Payton. If you would like to help this family in
their time of grief, mark your gift “February Family in Need.” Thank you for your compassion and your prayers.
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SCcHooL NEWwS

ENROLLMENT FOR 2026-2027 i1s Now OPEN

Our Lutheran Elementary School can help you lead your children into a closer relationship with
Jesus. Tell your friends and family about our School Open House on Sunday, February 1, and scan
the QR code to sign up for a tour.

MRs. MICHELLE LEMKE RECEIVES CALL

One of our kindergarten teachers, Michelle Lemke, has received a call from First Lutheran in Elkhorn, Wisconsin,
to teach 4K and 5K. Please keep Michelle in your prayers as she deliberates where she would like to serve the
Lord with her talents and interests.

4™ GRADE — ONE-YEAR CALL

Josh Lepke has been called to teach 4™ grade for one year. He has worked at Sky High Marketing in Waukesha for
the last 2.5 years but has previously served at St. Paul’s as our 7" grade homeroom teacher, 6-8" grade science
teacher, and athletic director.

OTHER CALL NEWS

Pastor Aaron Schulz declined our call to be our School Pastor and Anna Hemmelman declined our call to be our
6™ grade home room teacher. The School Ministry Action Team and the Ministry Board will meet on February 9
to extend calls for 6™ grade homeroom and 6"-8" grade English language arts teacher and for a one-year call for a
I** grade teacher. The next date to extend a call for the School Pastor position has not yet been determined.

LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRE-K AND K-8 TUITION ASSISTANCE

Thank you to those who have contributed to the Christian Education Tuition Assistance fund. Applications for
tuition assistance for the 2026-27 school year need to be submitted by February 28, 2026. Families must reapply
each year. The application for tuition assistance should be completed online through the TADS website (a link for
TADS can be found on the school website at stpmuskego.org).

SECONDARY CHRISTIAN EDUCATION TUITION ASSISTANCE

Thank you to those who have contributed to the Christian Education Tuition Assistance fund. St. Paul’s members
attending Wisconsin Lutheran High School or Luther Preparatory School for the 2026-27 school year are
encouraged to apply for grants from this fund. Grants are awarded primarily according to financial need.
Applications are available in the school office or via email. Application deadline is March 15, 2026.

ScHooL Book FAIR
The school book fair will be open to the public on Thursday, February 12, 3:00 — 5:00 pm, in the Trinity Café.

LUTHERAN GIRLS PIONEERS
Our school is considering starting up a |1 — 4" grade Lutheran Girls Pioneer program next school year. If you are
interested in assisting with that, contact Principal Seth Fitzsimmons at sfitzsimmons@stpmuskego.org.

ISt

HELP WANTED

After School "Extended Care" is looking for an adult to supervise children for 2 — 5 days a week, 3:00 — 5:00 pm
(somedays until only 4:30 pm). $15 per hour. If interested, please contact Extended Care Director Sara Nowicki
at snowicki@stpmuskego.org.

Our vision is that by every possible means we bring every

St‘ I%UI,S person in our area of influence closer to Christ through
regular worship, small groups, and serving together.
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BECAUSE IT MATTERS - NOWwW AND FOREVER

W THE HARD WORK
BECAUSE Jesus was at the height of his popularity when he began to withdraw. His disciples may

have thought the “hard work” was done. Jesus had become known. Now it would be
easy to help people see he was the Messiah. Jesus, however, knew the hard work

. was about to begin. He withdrew to prepare himself and his disciples for the hard
work of the cross and the mission ahead of them.

As we move into our new building, we too may hope the hard work is behind us. All
the planning and construction are done.

MATTER

THE HARD WORK STILL AHEAD OF Us
e The hard work of mission and ministry to make this building a useful tool for the Holy Spirit to lead
people into a closer relationship with Jesus.
e The unglamorous, hard work of laying down a good financial foundation, paying down the mortgage as
quickly as possible so future members can seize ministry opportunities we have not even dreamed of.

OUR PRIMARY GOAL: 100% oF Us GROW IN OUR FAITH

All over our school building, you see signs that announce: The message of Jesus is the solution to every
problem in the world. Know Jesus better! Know God’s Word better! In our Because iT Matters Now and
Forever effort, we are praying that each of us prayerfully make a commitment to take our next step in growing as
followers of Jesus.

OUR SECONDARY GOAL: 100% OF Us “EXCEL IN THE GRACE OF GIVING”’
The Lord of the Church richly blessed our Because iT Matters giving plans at the end of 2023.
e Our plans were to give $8,036,121 for Missions, Ministry and our Building Fund in 2024 and 2025.
e  We gave $4,601,499 to fully fund our Mission and Ministry and $4,028,303 for our Building Fund.
o $8,629,802 in offerings... not counting tens of thousands of dollars given for Friends in Need, Mission Partners,

and wish list items outside the building project.
2-YEAR GENEROSITY CHART

This miraculous outpouring of gifts was possible because of once-in-a-
lifetime gifts that cannot be repeated. Many made a commitment to

double or dramatically increase their regular offerings. Thank you for
God has blessed each of us in different measures.

your loving devotion to Jesus and his mission! We were at a Use this generosity chart as a tool to
defining moment at the end of 2023. We responded! And the building gy s ke S
is complete!
GIFTS GIFT | ANNUAL [MONTHLY|  LEVEL
NEEDED| LEVEL | GIFT of | GIFT of | TOTAL
THIS IS ANOTHER DEFINING MOMENT: 1 [$1,000,000 | $500,000] $1,000,000
DEDICATING OUR BUILDING AND OURSELVES | $500,000 }ssoo 000 | $1,000,000
On Transfiguration Sunday, February |5, we will dedicate our building | $250,000 | $125,000 | $750,000
addition for use in God’s kingdom. On that day we will also rededicate [E5200.000 1| $100,000 3500,000
I to0 God's Missi d Ministry for th ¢t | $150,000 | $75,000 $600,000
ourselves to God’s Mission and Ministry for the next two years. [ $100,000 | $50,000 350000
$75,000 | $37,500 | $3,125 | $450,000
We will be asked to make a two-year plan-for-giving just as ] $25,000 | $2,183 = $550,000

we did at the end of 2023. The gift chart shows the gifts necessary K $12,500 | $1,041 | $500,000
to fully fund our Mission and Ministry for 2026 and 2027 and provide
$2.5 million for our Building Fund. This will enable us to double our
monthly mortgage payments, reducing our mortgage and giving us
more flexibility in responding to ministry opportunities in the future.

| $350,000
$7,500,000




BECAUSE IT MATTERS - NOW AND FOREVER

YOUR NEXT STEP

If you are a member of our St. Paul’s/Bridge family, you should be receiving in the mail a report of your offerings for
2024 and 2025 along with a Plan for Giving Card for 2026 and 2027. The Plan for Giving Cards will also be
distributed at worship the weekends of February 8 and |5.

DEDICATION SUNDAY OFFERING — FEBRUARY 14/15
On Dedication Sunday, we will gather a special offering late in the service.
e A time to give a celebratory gift to our Mission and Ministry Fund or Building Fund.
e A time to return your Plan-for-Giving card, sharing your plans for the next two years.

These plans are vital to guide our congregational leaders as they determine how bold we can be in
our Misson and Ministry plans and in our prepayment of principal on our loan.

How will you respond to this opportunity? Begin now to prayerfully consider what the Lord Jesus is calling you to
do when he says:

“Whoever wants to be my disciple, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to
save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it” (Matthew 16:24-25).

DEDICATION WEEKEND SCHEDULE: FEBRUARY 14/15

e Thursday and Saturday unchanged

e Sunday Traditional and The Bridge Dedication Services at 9:00 and 10:30 am
We will have two Bridge services to accommodate an anticipated larger attendance on Dedication
Sunday.

e Livestream of Traditional at 9:00 am and The Bridge at 10:30 am

¢ No Grace Chapel Bible study or Kids Club on February 15
The services will begin with a dedication ceremony filmed in the Gathering Space and shown in both the
sanctuary and the auditorium.

SUNDAY SCHEDULE BEGINNING FEBRUARY 22
e Thursday and Saturday unchanged. However, there are no Thursday services during Lent.
e Sunday Traditional at 9:00 and 10:30 am (9:00 am livestreamed)
e The Bridge at 10:30 am (livestreamed)
e Kids Club at 9:00 am in the school (A new Kids Club schedule will begin Fall 2026)
e Grace Chapel Bible Study at 8:00 and 9:00 am beginning with a study of “The Fifth Gospel,” a study of
the land of Israel, its climate and physical features that have impacted the history of God’s people.

WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICES BEGIN FEBRUARY |8 WITH SOUP SUPPERS
e  Worship at 3:30 pm with Children’s Devotion (livestreamed)
e Soup Supper between services in the Gathering Space
e  Worship at 6:30 pm with Children’s Devotion

e The February 18 Ash Wednesday services will include the imposition of ashes for those who desire it
and a celebration of the Lord’s Supper.

e If you would like to help coordinate or serve at these Lenten soup suppers (February |8 — March 25),
please contact Pastor Panitzke at ppanitzke@stpaulmuskego.org or 414-350-1436.
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WEEKLY CALENDAR

For the week of February 2, 2026

MON 9:40 am Walking Group (Trinity Gym)

6:30 pm String Ensemble Rehearsal (Church Basement)

7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
TUE 8:30 am Full Armor of God Bible Study (Faith Room)

9:40 am Walking Group (Trinity Gym)

4:30 pm Public School Catechism

6:30 pm Adult Handbell Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

7:00 pm Following the Promise (Grace Chapel)

7:30 pm Woodwind Ensemble Rehearsal (Church Basement)
WED 12:00 pm Ladies Afternoon Fellowship (Grace Chapel)

7:30 pm Domestic Abuse, the Bible, and You (Zoom)
THUR 8:15 am Women'’s Bible Study (Trinity Café)

9:00 am Quilting Fellowship (Grace Chapel)

9:30 am Thursday Ladies Bible Study (Stoney Creek)

9:40 am Walking Group (Trinity Gym)

10:00 am Small Group Communion (Sanctuary)

6:30 pm Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion
FRI 6:30 pm Card Players Group (Trinity Café)
SAT 8:00 am God’s Guys Breakfast Bible Study (Grace Chapel)

9:45 am Brass Ensemble Rehearsal (Grace Chapel)

5:00 pm Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion
SUN 8:00 am Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion

9:00 am Fix Your Eyes on Jesus Bible Study (Hope Room)

9:30 am Kids Club

9:30 am Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion

9:35 am Grace Chapel Bible Study

10:00 am The Bridge and The Bridge MKE Communion
10:30 am The Bridge and The Bridge MKE

MUSKEGO WOMAN’s CLUB COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE
The Muskego Woman'’s Club is hosting a Community Blood Drive at Stair Crest Retirement

Community on Wednesday, February 18, 1:30 — 6:30 pm. To make an appointment, scan the
QR code.

PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL

Pastor Panitzke will be leading a pilgrimage to Israel January 5 — 14, 2027, with an extension to Jordan.
Brochures are available at the Welcome Center. For more information, contact Pastor Panitzke

at ppanitzke@stpaulmuskego.org or 414-350-1436.
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