
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

BECAUSE IT MATTERS 
KNOWING JESUS’ MISSION MATTERS…NOW AND FOREVER 

January 29 and 31, and February 1, 2026 
 

The Apostle Peter knew Jesus. But he didn’t know Jesus’ mission. Peter didn’t understand the sacrifices that would 

be necessary for Jesus to be our Savior. What sacrifices are necessary for us to follow Jesus on his mission? 

 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN SING 

 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC MEDITATION (Sunday) As the Deer 

 Arr. M. Nystrom 

 St. Paul’s Adult Handbell Choir

 

 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

 

 

OPENING – RED HYMNAL 232, VV. 1-2 Lord of My Life, Whose Tender Care

Lord of my life, whose tender care 

Has led me on till now, 

Here lowly, at the hour of prayer, 

Before your throne I bow. 

I bless your gracious hand and pray 

Forgiveness for another day. 

Oh, may I daily, hourly, strive 

In heav'nly grace to grow, 

To you and to your glory live, 

Dead to all else below! 

Tread in the path my Savior trod, 

Though thorny, yet the path of God.
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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S – CONNECTION CARD 

Thank you for joining us in worship. Please complete a Connection Card, sharing any questions or prayer 

requests you might have. You can fill out the card online and find other resources by scanning the QR Code. 
 

CHILDCARE EVERY SUNDAY 7:45 – 10:45 am in east wing of the church. 
 

SUNDAY KIDS CLUB FOR 3K – GRADE 5 9:30 – 10:30 am at the school. Register online at stpaulmuskego.org/kidsclub. 
 

ACCESSIBILITY A hearing loop system and large-print worship folders are available. 
 

QUESTIONS OR NEED ASSISTANCE? Visit the Welcome Center in the lobby where a greeter will be happy to assist you.  
 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR GOSPEL MINISTRY “Since you excel in everything… see that you also  

excel in the grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). You may place your offering in the box in the lobby or scan  

the QR code to give using Venmo. Thank you for helping us share the peace and joy we have in Jesus.  

 

http://www/
https://stpaulmuskego.org/kidsclub/


 

 

M  The grace of our (†) Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

M Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, through the prophet Isaiah the Lord shares this invitation:  

C Come all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy 

and eat.  
 

M We truly have nothing to offer our God. We come to him as poor beggars bringing nothing but 

our sin and shame. Yet, in Christ Jesus he offers us forgiveness and peace, the richest of fare! 

Recognizing our great need and his unending grace, we come before our God in honesty, 

acknowledging the truth of our sin and asking him to forgive us. 

All  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for 

my sins, and trusting in my Savior, Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  
 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
 

To you my humble praise I bring 

For mercies day by day. 

Lord, teach my heart your love to sing; 

Lord, teach me how to pray. 

All that I have and e'er can do 

I'll use to serve and honor you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, you have given your Church the mission to go and make disciples of all nations.  

C But have we really taken the time to consider what this call practically means and the real 

cost of carrying out this mission? 
 

M Lord, speak to us today and give us a better understanding of what it takes to live as your 

disciples. We pray Jesus in your name. You live and reign with your Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now 

C and forever. Amen 

 

 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 52:13-15, Bible page 735 

The prophet foretold Jesus’ suffering that would bring “sprinkling” or cleansing to many nations. 

  



 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY (Thursday and Saturday) Psalm 85 

The Lord’s salvation is near those who fear him. 

M You, Lord, showed favor to your land;  

C you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
 

M You forgave the iniquity of your people and covered all their sins. 

C You set aside all your wrath and turned from your fierce anger. 
 

M Restore us again, God our Savior, and put away your displeasure toward us. 

C Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your anger through all generations? 
 

M Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you? 

C Show us your unfailing love, Lord, and grant us your salvation. 
 

M I will listen to what God the Lord says;  

C he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants— 
 

M Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 

C that his glory may dwell in our land. 
 

All Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

ANTHEM (Sunday) Fantasy on “Hyfrydol” 

 Arr. H. H. Hopson 

 St. Paul’s Adult Handbell Choir

 

SECOND LESSON Colossians 1:21-29, Bible page 1183 

The Apostle Paul was willing to suffer so that Jesus’ mission 

would find its fulfillment in the Colossians and in us. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  



 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY – RED HYMNAL 525, VV. 1-3         The Son of God, Our Christ 

The Son of God, our Christ, the Word, the way, 

Shared human life and toiled throughout the day; 

From common folk he called his friends to be 

Co-workers in his sacred ministry. 
 

In ev'ry test, in trials manifold, 

These servants witnessed, by their faith made bold; 

And with the gifts and talents which they brought, 

The Church was founded and God's message taught. 
 

Today, as then, Christ summons us to dare 

To follow boldly and his work to share, 

Declaring to the world his holy name 

And showing mercy to the sick and lame. 

 

SERMON     Matthew 16:21-23, Bible page 983            

 Pastor Frank Italiano 

 

After the sermon, the congregation sings: 
 

Where'er we find our witness should be made, 

Whate'er our task, the Lord will be our aid, 

And we will gladly give for him our best 

And find each task divinely sent and blessed. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M O Lord, you have revealed your good and gracious will to your people on earth. Forgive us for 

pursuing that knowledge that serves only our selfish desires and for using what we have 

learned to exploit and hurt others. Cleanse our guilty hearts of the apathy we feel for searching 

out the deeper truths of your Word. 

C Holy Spirit, hear our prayer that we may put self aside and rejoice in the truth that builds up. 
 

M Heavenly Father, send the Spirit of Jesus into our hearts so that like the Bereans of old we 

eagerly learn of you. As the deer pants for streams of water, may we be instilled with a longing 

to explore the mysteries of your grace. 

C Holy Spirit, increase in us the knowledge of your truth. 
 

M As you sent your Son among us as the Word made flesh, so bless the efforts of parents, schools, 

colleges, and seminaries to train those who proclaim your presence among us in Word and 

sacrament. 

C Holy Spirit, instill in us a desire to teach others the wisdom of your ways. 
 

M God of light, give to the Church renewed wisdom and fresh understanding that the message of 

your salvation may shine ever brighter in this dark age. 

C Holy Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love so that others may see our good deeds and 

praise our Father in heaven. 

  



 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

M Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

M Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth so that at the name of Jesus every knee may bow. 

C May your peace, which transcends all understanding, guard our hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING – RED HYMNAL 459, VV. 1-2 O God, My Faithful God 

O God, my faithful God, O Fountain ever flowing, 

Who good and perfect gifts In mercy are bestowing, 

Give me a healthy frame, And may I have within 

A conscience free from blame, A soul unhurt by sin. 
 

Grant me the strength to do With ready heart and willing 

Whatever you command, My calling here fulfilling, 

That I do what I should While trusting you to bless 

The outcome for my good, For you must give success. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER  

M  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us 

strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your 

saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

BLESSING 

M The Lord bless you and keep you 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

 
 

ST. PAUL’S CONNECTION  


