
 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RETHINKING RELIGION 
RETHINKING COMMITMENT 

March 16 and 17, 2024 

 

Sociologists sometimes divide Christians into two groups: committed Christians and cultural Christians. The 

former are those active in a congregation, praying regularly, reading Scripture. The latter are those who call 

themselves Christian, perhaps have some Christian beliefs, yet do not strive to live a Christian life nor be 

involved at church. Those definitions are interesting, but they really distract from the commitment that matters. 

There is indeed a devoted commitment at the center of Christianity, but it is not man’s commitment to God, 

which at times can be lukewarm at best. No, at the heart of Christianity we find God’s devotion, his 

commitment to us--a commitment so strong that it put God on the cross.  

 

PRE-SERVICE MEDITATION MUSIC (Saturday) The Rugged Old Cross 

 By G. Poehlmann 

 Woodwind Duet 

 

BELLS AND WELCOME  

 

OPENING HYMN RED 108, VV. 1-2 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 

Jesus, Refuge of the weary, Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life's desert dreary, Savior from the world above, 

Oh, how oft your eyes, offended, Gaze upon a sinner's fall! 

Yet, upon the cross extended, You endured the pain of all. 
 

Dare we pass that cross unheeding, Breathing no repentant vow, 

As we see you wounded, bleeding, See your thorn-encircled brow? 

Since your sinless death has brought us Life eternal, peace, and rest, 

Only what your grace has taught us Calms the sinner's deep distress. 
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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S – CONNECTION CARD 

Thank you for joining us in worship. Please complete a Connection Card so we can provide God’s people 

here at St. Paul’s with the best spiritual care. You can also fill out the card online and find other resources 

by scanning the QR Code. 
 

CHILDCARE EVERY SUNDAY 7:45 – 10:45 am in east wing of the church. 
 

SUNDAY KIDS CLUB 9:30 – 10:30 am at the school. Register online at stpaulmuskego.org/kidsclub. 
 

ACCESSIBILITY A hearing loop system and large-print worship folders are available. 
 

QUESTIONS OR NEED ASSISTANCE? Visit the Welcome Center in the lobby where a greeter will be happy to assist you.  

https://stpaulmuskego.org/kidsclub/


 

 

M In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

M Brothers and sisters in Christ, each one of us has been forgiven a debt of sin so immense that 

it ought to boggle our minds. 

C    Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for me! 
 

M   By nature, we don’t want to admit our sin or the depth of our depravity. Yet God calls us to 

examine our hearts in the light of his perfect and holy will and to confess all our sin—both the sins 

we are aware of and those we are not. Let’s heed God’s call, therefore, and confess our sins to him. 

All Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you 

in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my 

sins, and trusting in my Savior, Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 
 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.   
 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

Jesus, may our hearts be burning With more fervent love for you! 

May our eyes be ever turning To behold your cross anew, 

Till in glory, parted never From the blessed Savior's side, 

Graven in our hearts forever, Dwell the cross, the Crucified! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

M Let us pray.  

Heavenly Father, today your Word reminds us that your heart overflows with mercy. Help 

us to see how desperately we need that mercy. 

C For we daily sin much and deserve nothing but your wrath and punishment. 
 

M Then open our hearts to see the depth of your love and grace for us. 

C For your committed love and unconditional forgiveness may be the most difficult reality 

of all to believe. 
 

M We pray through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. He lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now 

C and forever. Amen.  



 

 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 43:1-7, Bible page 723 

In devoted commitment, the LORD promises his people that even if they need to pass through 

raging waters or walk through a wall of fire, he will be right there with them. 

 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY (Saturday and Sunday 8:00 am) Psalm 32 

How blessed we are to have the assurance that all our sins are covered by our Savior, Jesus Christ! 

 

 
Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven,* 

whose sins are covered. 
 

When I kept silent, your hand was heavy upon me;* 

my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. 
 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you* 

and did not cover up my iniquity. 
 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”* 

and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
 

Refrain 
 

You are my hiding place;* 

you will protect me from trouble. 
 

Many are the woes of the wicked,* 

but the LORD’S unfailing love surrounds those who trust in him. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 

 

 

ANTHEM (Sunday 9:30 am) Show Me Thy Ways 

Mark Patterson (ASCAP) 

St. Paul’s School Children’s Choir  



 

 

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 5:7-9, Bible page 1207 

Because he was truly human Jesus did not relish having to suffer for our salvation. 

Yet he submitted to the cross out of his devoted commitment to us. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY, VV. 1-3  Drawn to the Cross

Drawn to the cross, which you have blessed 

With healing gifts for souls distressed, 

To find in you my life, my rest, 

Christ crucified, I come. 
 

How well you know my griefs and fears, 

Your grace abused, my misspent years; 

So now to you with contrite tears, 

Christ crucified, I come. 
 

Wash me and take away each stain; 

Let nothing of my sin remain. 

For cleansing through your cross and pain, 

Christ crucified, I come. 

 

SERMON John 12:20-33, Bible page 1078 

 Pastor Nate Strobel 

 

 After the sermon, the congregation sings: 
 

To pledge my labor willingly, 

Which shall so sweet a service be 

That angels well might envy me, 

Christ crucified, I come.  



 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and death by 

his obedient death on the cross. 

C We confess that without your love we are lost. 
 

M Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes 

fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 

C Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or the cost. 
 

M We pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and persecution for 

the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up for what is 

right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and 

their values as Christians. 

C By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 
 

M We pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the depressed 

and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those victimized by war and 

injustice, and all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart. 

C Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their comfort and 

hope. 
 

M We pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; social 

workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the 

dying. 

C  Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing good. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions. 
 

M Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

M Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful, even to the point of 

death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

  



 

 

CLOSING HYMN RED 385, VV. 1-3 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

Chief of sinners though I be, 

Jesus shed his blood for me, 

Died that I might live on high, 

Lives that I might never die. 

As the branch is to the vine, 

I am his and he is mine! 
 

Oh, the height of Jesus' love, 

Higher than the heav'ns above, 

Deeper than the depths of sea, 

Lasting as eternity, 

Love that found me -- wondrous thought! 

Found me when I sought him not. 
 

Only Jesus can impart 

Strengthen me, O gracious Lord, 

By your Spirit and your word. 

When my wayward heart would stray, 

Keep me in the narrow way; 

Grace in time of need supply 

While I live and when I die. 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER  

M Let us pray.  

Jesus, your great love for the world moved you to take on our human flesh and blood. You 

allowed yourself to be broken so that we could be made whole.  

C We stand in awe of the sacrifice you made for us. As we go out into the world, make us 

faithful witnesses of your love and grace.  
 

M We pray, Jesus, in your name. You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  

 

 

BLESSING 

M The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

ST. PAUL’S CONNECTION 
  


