
 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR WILKENS CALLED TO BE OUR RESIDENT MISSIONARY 

Pastor Justin Wilkens currently serves two congregations: Grace in Seward, 

Nebraska and Bethel in York, Nebraska. He has been called to serve as our 

Resident Missionary. If he would accept the call, Pastor Strobel would transition 

from Resident Missionary to Member Care Pastor.  
 

Pastor Wilkens was born in North Carolina but moved to Northern Virginia, 

where he spent most of his youth. He attended Martin Luther College in New 

Ulm, Minnesota, and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon, Wisconsin, 

graduating in 2022, after which he was assigned to serve the congregations in 

Seward and York. 
 

Pastor Wilkens is married to Rebecca nee Gast, a cousin of St. Paul’s member Brian Fischer. Rebecca is also a 

Martin Luther College graduate. They have two children, 3 and 1 years old. Pastor Wilkens enjoys spending time 

outside, whether running, playing disc golf, or participating in various sports. When the weather does not permit 

outside activity, Pastor likes to read or play board games with his family. 

 

ARE YOU A MINISTRY RECRUITER? 

Recently, Sam McKenna, Ministry Recruitment Counselor, visited our Ministerial Team meeting to encourage us 

to be always asking, “Who do we know who might be interested in serving in the public ministry?”  

• It might be a 7th grader who loves Jesus and takes an interest in working with kids.  

• It could be a young man whom you could see becoming a pastor someday.  

• It might be a second career individual whose volunteer work makes it obvious taking staff ministry classes.  

What does that encouragement take?  

• It might be a general invitation to consider ministry like the one our Business Administrator Randy Fink 

gave in a chapel devotion. Years later a staff minister told him it was his devotion that first got him thinking 

about ministry. 

• It might be a heartfelt compliment when you see someone making a difference in their volunteer ministry. 

Recently, one of our members began researching the staff ministry program again because two individuals 

told him he had the gifts to be a pastor.  

• It might be generous support for Martin Luther College’s tuition grant program. Through special Wish List 

gifts and Legacy Fund distributions, we provide $1,750 in tuition assistance to each of our young people 

preparing for ministry at Martin Luther College and MLC matches that grant. 

May every one of us, in some way, be a ministry recruiter. “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask 

the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field” (Matthew 9:37-38).  

 

KNOWN TO BE HOSPITALIZED 

Karen Grenie (Aurora) and Stacy Hebbring (Froedtert). Dan Dockter, Randy Dunn, and Kathy Musack have been 

discharged from the hospital. 

 

ATTENDANCE  

The following attended last week’s services: 28 on Thursday, 128 on Saturday, 272 on Sunday 9:00 am, 137 on 

Sunday 10:30 am, 185 at The Bridge, and 75 at The Bridge MKE. 
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GRACE CHAPEL BIBLE STUDY – SUNDAY AT 8:00 AND 9:00 AM 

Ever felt alone or dumped on? Do you get frustrated that no one seems to help? How does God really want his 

church to work? On Sunday July 19 and 26, Pastor Italiano will lead a Bible class "Partners in Ministry," where you’ll 

look at godly advice from Moses' father-in-law Jethro and see how the Apostle Paul put that godly advice in action. 

 

DOMESTIC ABUSE, THE BIBLE, AND YOU 

What is domestic abuse and what does the Bible say about it? Pastor Frank Italiano, who has had extensive 

experience dealing with domestic abuse, will lead this class along with "Monica,” who escaped an 

abusive marriage of almost 20 years. This class is for anyone who wants to know what to say or do 

when a loved one is caught in an abusive relationship, for women who are currently in these 

relationships, for pastors who want to learn more, and for survivors. The class will meet via Zoom on 

Sundays, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, beginning June 28. To register, please scan the QR code.  

 

TEEN BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE  

Summer Teen Bible studies will be held on Sunday evenings at 6:30 pm on July 5, July 26, and August 23. Movie and 

game nights are also scheduled. For more information, contact Youth Minister Katie Klement at 469-318-9464. 

 

GOD’S GALS BIBLE STUDY 

The God’s Gals Bible Study is gearing up for their next study titled “Mary, Providential Earthly Mother of God.” 

This study will be held every Thursday, beginning September 10, at 9:30 am, in the Garage. If interested in joining 

this fun, Jesus-loving group, please text Vicki Raddant at 414-640-1443.  

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER MEAL TRAIN 

St. Paul's is always looking to add more volunteers to its meal train list. Currently, we are making meals for parents 

with new babies, families with severe illnesses, and those who just had surgeries. If you or someone you know would 

like to receive meals through the meal train, or would like to volunteer to help make meals, please mark the back of 

your Connection Card. 

 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY: ST. PAUL’S CHILD CARE CENTER TEAM 

St. Paul’s Child Care Center continues to grow and will soon be opening its fourth classroom. They are seeking 

caring, dependable individuals who love working with children. Open positions include a full-time Lead Teacher, a 

full-time Aide, and part-time Floater roles made up of multiple candidates. All positions are year-round. If interested, 

please contact Child Care Center Director, Trista Heffner at theffner@stpmuskego.org or 414-422-0320, ext. 200. 

 

KIDS CLUB IS GROWING! 

After our summer break, Kids Club will be growing to 2 sessions in the church building. We are praying that this will 

lead to more of our youth benefitting from our 3K-5th grade Kids Club program and flexibility in worship for 

families. This means we have openings for new volunteers who are willing to step into this ministry for the coming 

year as we grow. Below are the positions that are currently the highest priority. Katie Klement would love to 

connect with you! 

• 4-5K classroom: 2x Adult Lead Teachers (at least 2x/month) 

• 1-2nd classroom: 2x Adult Lead Teachers (at least 2x/ month) 

• 3-5th classroom: 1x Adult Lead Teacher (at least 2x/month) 

 

 

 

BIBLE STUDIES  

 

GET INVOLVED! 
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MISSION TRIP REPORT – NAVARRE, FLORIDA 

Our thanks to all you contributed to the Wish List for the 10 youth 

who are going on mission trips this summer. Jonathan Gaertner 

reported on his trip: 

I returned late last night from my 

mission trip to Navarre, Florida. It 

was an amazing opportunity 

running the soccer camp at Risen 

Savior Lutheran! I wanted to 

thank you and the congregation 

for the generous donation. In 

addition to the soccer camp, we were able to volunteer at Manna food bank 

and a local beach cleanup. In our down time we got to spend time at the 

beach in Navarre and enjoyed lots of laughs and games with our host 

families.   

 

PREPARING FOR THE WELS INTERNATIONAL YOUTH RALLY 

Recently one of our members used her Thrivent Action Team Grant to 

supply the funds for an evening of bowling in preparation for the trip. 

Pictured 14 of the 17 youth and adult chaperones going to Bowling Green 

University, July 14-17. Thank you to this generous member and for all who 

have contributed to the Wish List for transportation assistance.  

 

MISSION TRIP TO AFRICA – VULNERABLE CHILDREN’S FOUNDATION 

Recently St. Paul’s members Kim Weber and her daughters Alexis and 

Brooke were privilege to travel to Lusaka, Zambia, to visit the two schools supported by the Vulnerable 

Children’s Foundation (VCF). These schools, serving over 600 students, work in close partnership with two of 

our congregations of the Lutheran Church of Central Africa. This entire mission endeavor is supported by 

special gifts from the VCF and its donors.  

Several group members commented on how far every donated dollar stretches in Zambia and how many lives 

are impacted through faithful giving. 

They were especially touched by the joy, 

respect, and gratitude shown by the students.   

One team member reflected, "The teachers and 

principals are phenomenal. They love the 

children, stay focused, and work incredibly hard." 

We look forward to hearing more about this 

mission from the Webers. You can also learn 

more and support this effort at 

VulnerableChildren.net.  

 

 

 

YOUTH NEWS 



WEEKLY CALENDAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MON  9:30 am Walking Group (Commons) 

  

TUE  8:30 am Full Armor of God Bible Study (Faith Room) 

  9:30 am Walking Group (Commons) 

 

WED  7:00 pm Cancer Support Group (Hope Room) 

 

THUR   9:30 am Walking Group (Commons) 

  10:00 am Small Group Communion (Sanctuary) 

  6:30 pm Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion 

 

FRI   6:30 pm Teen Bible Study (Garage) 

 

SAT   8:00 am God’s Guys Breakfast Bible Study (Grace Chapel) 

   5:00 pm Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion 

 

SUN  8:00 am  Grace Chapel Bible Study 

  9:00 am  Grace Chapel Bible Study  

  9:00 am Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion 

  10:00 am The Bridge MKE Communion 

  10:30 am Traditional Worship Service with Holy Communion 

  10:30 am The Bridge with Holy Communion 

  10:30 am The Bridge MKE 

  7:00 pm Domestic Abuse, the Bible, and You (Zoom) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GET MOVING WOMEN’S EVENT – AUGUST 14-15 

If you’ve struggled to step out of the hurt of the past or are overwhelmed by the obstacles you’re 

currently facing, this event is designed to give you the tools to get moving into God’s purpose for 

your life. Join Amber Albee Swenson as she teaches four sessions and St. Paul’s member Emily Krill 

as she leads worship. For more information or to register, scan the QR code.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   For the week of July 6, 2026 

 

Our vision is that by every possible means we bring every             

      person in our area of influence closer to Christ through 

regular worship, small groups, and serving together. 

 

  

  

  


