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CELEBRATING OUR NATION’S 250 YEARS

BLESSED IS THE PEOPLE WHO TRUST IN THE LORD
July 2 and 5, 2026

In a culture marked by anxiety, division, and uncertainty,
God’s Word calls on us to remember
the true hope of any people is not found in national strength,
but in the Lord who sees, governs, preserves, and saves.
We give thanks for earthly freedoms
while confessing that our highest allegiance belongs to Christ.

4 n._q requests you might have. You can fill out the card online and find other resources by scanning the QR Code. |

! CHILDCARE EVERY SUNDAY 8:45 — 11:45 am in the Kids hallway to your left as you leave the sanctuary and enter the |
« Commons.

. SUNDAY KIDS CLUB FOR 3K — GRADE 5 September — May. Register online at stpaulmuskego.org/kidsclub. I

! ACCESSIBILITY A hearing loop system and large-print worship folders are available. |

| QUESTIONS OR NEED ASSISTANCE? Visit the Welcome Center in the Commons where a greeter will be happy to assist.
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| THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR GOSPEL MINISTRY You may place your offering in the box in the lobby
or scan the QR code to give using Venmo. Thank you for helping us share the peace and joy we have in Jesus.

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN SING (from the Red Hymnal)

BELLS, WELCOME, AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

OPENING - RED HYMNAL 618, vv. 1-3 Before the Lord We Bow
Before the Lord we bow, the God who reigns above
And rules the world below in boundless pow'r and love.
Our thanks we bring; in joy and praise
Our hearts we raise to heav'n's high King,.

The nation you have blessed may well your love declare,
From foes and fears at rest, protected by your care.

For this fair land, for this bright day

Our thanks we pay -- gifts of your hand.
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May ev'ry mountain height, each vale and forest green,
Shine in your Word's pure light and its rich fruits be seen!
May ev'ry tongue be tuned to praise

And join to raise a grateful song!
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In the name of the Father and of the (1) Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen! The LORD is our God; we will serve and worship him!

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD.
The people he chose for his inheritance.

Some trust in chariots and some in horses,
but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.

Today we pause to give thanks for the freedoms, protections, and blessings we enjoy as
citizens of the United States of America. Yet as Christians, we also remember that no nation—
no matter how strong, prosperous, or well-governed —can stand without the Lord. Our
deepest security and hope are not in military strength, political systems, or national identity.
They are in God alone, whose Word is true, whose justice is perfect, and whose love endures
forever. With humble hearts, let us confess our sins—our misplaced trust, our prideful self-
reliance, and our failure to love as Christ has loved us.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin,
and take away my guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

Our gracious Father has forgiven our sin. In his mercy he calls us again to live as his children —
to be his blessing to the land we call our home.

Let us exalt our nation with righteousness! Let us live as servants of God, showing respect
to everyone, looking not only to our own interests but also to the interests of others.

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Now hear your Maker's voice; Your great Redeemer own!
Believe, obey, rejoice, And worship him alone!

Cast down your pride, Your sin deplore

And bow before The Crucified.

Then when in pow'r he comes, So may our native land
From all its rending tombs Send forth a glorious band,
A countless throng, With joy to sing

To heav'n's high king Salvation's song.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
M Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, you are the Lord of all nations. You raise up kingdoms and bring them low.
You see the hearts of rulers and the hidden motives of the powerful.
C Help us trust in you alone.

M On this day when we give thanks for the blessings of our country, teach us to remember that
no nation is preserved by might or by military power, but only by your grace and your
righteous rule.

C Keep us faithful to your Word, generous in love, and humble in heart.

M We pray in Jesus’ name. He lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

FIRST LESSON Romans 13:1-10, Bible page 1138
Paul teaches that earthly government is a gift of God for order and protection, yet the
Christian’s highest calling is not political power but love, which fulfills God's law.

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 33, Hymnal page 79
The plans of the LORD stand firm forever.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 5:43-48, Bible page 970
Jesus calls his people beyond tribal loyalty and cultural division into a kingdom-shaped
love that reflects the mercy of the heavenly Father, even toward enemies.

After the reading of the Gospel, the congregation sings:
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CONFESSION OF FAITH Augsburg Confession, Article 16
The Augsburg Confession was written in 1530 for our spiritual forefathers to read before the Imperial Diet or
Assembly in Augsburg, Germany. In Article 16, the Lutheran confessors distinguished themselves from other
reformers who rejected all forms of authority. In Lutheran theology, we confess the biblical doctrine of the two
kingdoms... God cares for us spiritually through the Church and temporally through the government.

M Our churches teach that lawful civil regulations are good works of God.

C They teach that it is right for Christians to hold political office, to serve as judges, to judge
matters by [civil] laws, to impose just punishments, to engage in just wars, to serve as
solders, to make legal contracts.

M The Gospel teaches an eternal righteousness of the heart. At the same time, it does not require
the destruction of the civil state or family.

C The Gospel very much requires that [the civil state and family] be preserved as God’s
ordinances and that love be practiced in such ordinances.

Therefore, it is necessary for Christians to be obedient to their rulers and laws.
The only exception is when they are commanded to sin. Then they ought to obey God
rather than men.

Sl

M To this 500-year-old confession we say:
C This is most certainly true. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY — RED HYMNAL 617, vv. 1-2 Christ, by Heavenly Hosts Adored
Christ, by heav'nly hosts adored, On our fields of grass and grain
Gracious, mighty, sov'reign Lord, Send, O Lord, the kindly rain;
God of nations, King of kings, O'er our wide and goodly land
Head of all created things, Crown the labors of each hand.
By the Church with joy confessed, Let your kind protection be
God o'er all, forever blest -- O'er our commerce on the sea.
Pleading, at your throne we stand: Open, Lord, your bounteous hand;
Save your people, bless our land. Bless your people, bless our land.
SERMON Psalm 33, Bible page 553
Pastor Nate Strobel

After the sermon, the congregation sings:

Give us rulers who will be
Known for love and honesty;
Let the pow'rs that you ordained
Be in righteousness maintained.
In the people's hearts increase
Love of piety and peace.

Thus united, we shall stand
One wide, free, and happy land.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M Eternal Father, you hold the nations in your hands. You set boundaries and appoint rulers.
You see into the heart of every leader and every government.

C We praise you for your wisdom, your justice, and your steadfast love.

M Today we give you thanks for the nation in which we live. We thank you for the freedoms we
enjoy, the order we experience, and the opportunities you have given us to worship, to work,
and to serve.

C Do not let us take these blessings for granted. Teach us to use them for your glory and the
good of others.

M Yet we also confess that our nation is marked by sin. We have turned away from your Word,
pursued our own desires, and trusted in our own strength. We have allowed greed, hatred,
and pride to divide us.

C Forgive us, Lord. Turn our hearts back to you.

M Raise up leaders who fear you, who seek justice, who love mercy, and who walk humbly
before you. Give wisdom to those in authority, compassion to those who serve, and integrity
to those who lead.

C Grant them the courage to do what is right, even when it is difficult.

M Watch over those who serve in our military, our law enforcement, and our emergency services.
Protect them in danger, strengthen them in weariness, and give them honor in their sacrifice.

C Bring them home safely to their families, and grant us all the gift of peace.

M Above all, keep your Church faithful to the gospel. Do not let us be swayed by political
ideologies, cultural trends, or nationalistic pride.

C Help us to live as citizens of heaven, whose King is Jesus and whose allegiance is to the
cross.

M Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD. Make us a people who trust not in horses or
chariots, but in the name of the Lord our God.

C Come quickly, Lord Jesus. Establish your kingdom of righteousness, justice, and peace.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against
us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours now and forever. Amen.



CLOSING — RED HYMNAL 619 God Bless Our Native Land
God bless our native land!
Firm may she ever stand
Through storm and night!
When the wild tempests rave,
Ruler of wind and wave,
Do thou our country save
By thy great might.

For her our prayers shall rise
To God above the skies;

On him we wait.

Thou who art ever nigh,
Guarding with watchful eye,
To thee aloud we cry,

God save the state!

CLOSING PRAYER
M Almighty God, you have given us this good land as our heritage.
Make us always remember your generosity and constantly do your will.

C

M Bless our land with honest industry, truthful education, and an honorable way of life.

C Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and arrogance, and from every
evil course of action.

M Grant that we who came from many nations with many different languages may become a
united people.

C Defend our liberties and give those to whom we have entrusted the authority of government
the spirit of wisdom, that there may be justice and peace in our land.

M When times are prosperous, let our hearts be thankful, and in troubled times, do not let our
trust in you fail. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

BLESSING

M The Lord bless you and keep you
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (t) give you peace.
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