
  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Warm Up 

Have you ever experienced something difficult that you later realized God used for good? 

 

 

Review 

Read Genesis 45:3-8 and 50:15-21. Then go through the sermon outline on the back of the worship 

folder. What stood out to you from the sermon? 

 

 

Recognizing God’s hand 

Joseph told his brothers “God sent me before you to preserve life.” How does Joseph’s understanding of 

God’s work change the way he could look back on the wrongs done to him? Can you think of a time 

when your understanding of a difficult experience changed as you looked back on it? 

 

 

Not denying evil 

Joseph didn’t deny the evil his brothers committed, but he saw God’s greater purpose. Joseph told his 

brothers, “you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good.” How can we acknowledge that 

something is genuinely wrong while still trusting that God is at work through it? Why is it sometimes 

difficult to hold those two truths together? 

 

 

Not punishing but forgiving 

Joseph had the power to punish his brothers, but instead he forgave them. Genesis 50:17-21 shows 

Joseph comforting the very people who had hurt him. What do you think made Joseph’s forgiveness 

possible? How is Christian forgiveness different from pretending that the wrong never happened? 

 

 

God’s grace does not mean an easy life 

Joseph’s story reminds us that God’s grace doesn’t always look like an easy life. Joseph experienced 

betrayal, slavery, false accusations, imprisonment, and years of waiting. And yet God was faithfully 

working throughout his life. How does Joseph’s story challenge the idea that God’s grace means God will 

make our circumstances easy? Where do we most need to trust God’s grace when we can’t see what he 

is doing? 

 

 

Joseph and Jesus 

There are a lot of parallels between Joseph’s life and that of Jesus. List as many as you can come up with. 

How does Joseph’s story help us appreciate the greater grace God has given us in Jesus? How does 

knowing that Goad has already accomplished our salvation in Christ change the way we face suffering, 

forgive others, and trust that God will provide? 

 

 

GroupWork 
Bible Study Discussion Starters 

Life application materials for use in Life Groups, home devotions, and other small groups. 

  

  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From Pit to Palace: God’s Grace in the life of Joseph 

Genesis 45:3-8, 50:15-21 

 

 

1. God’s Grace to see promises fulfilled. 

• His brothers bowed down. 

• Grace to see God working behind the scenes. 

• Grace in the hurt. 

• Grace in understanding the “why?” 

 

 

2. Grace that led to forgiveness. 

• Sin & regret are powerful things. 

• Joseph forgave.  

 

 

3. Grace for us. 

• To see God’s promises fulfilled. 

• To forgive – but how? 

• Look to ___________. 

o God could say “why should I forgive them?” 

o “Father forgive them.” 

• Look at the _______________________. 

o Sometimes forgiving is ongoing. 

o Joseph’s brothers still feeling regret. 

o “Am I God?” 

o What is forgiveness –  

• Remember God is always looking at 

________________________. 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Steps: 

• Read Matthew 18:21-35. List as many of your own sins as you can remember on a piece of paper. Then 

tear it up, burn it, shred it, destroy it somehow. That is what Jesus has forgiven you of. Remember that 

every time you interact with a difficult person. 

 

NoteSheet 
Sermon Outline 

Take notes during the sermon to help you remember the main points. 

And we know that in all 

things God works for the 

good of those who love 

him, who have been 

called according to his 

purpose. 

Romans 8:28 


