
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

FROM PIT TO PALACE: GOD’S GRACE IN THE LIFE OF JOSEPH 
GOD’S GRACE TRIUMPHS 
July 30, August 1 and 2, 2026 

 

We've all been hurt. Betrayed by those we trusted. Wounded by those we loved. 

And when those old memories resurface, we feel the pain all over again. 

Joseph’s brothers expected vengeance. They got grace instead. 

“You intended to harm me," Joseph told them, “But God intended it for good." 

God's grace doesn't just cover our sins; it transforms our stories.  

What Satan meant for evil, God redeems for good. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN SING 

 

 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

 

 

OPENING – RED HYMNAL 391, VV. 1, 2, 4, 5 God Loved the World So that He Gave 

God loved the world so that he gave 

His only Son the lost to save 

That all who would in him believe 

Should everlasting life receive. 

Christ is the solid rock of faith, 

Who was made flesh and suffered death. 

All who confide in him alone 

Are built on this chief cornerstone.
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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S – CONNECTION CARD 

Thank you for joining us in worship. Please complete a Connection Card, sharing any questions or prayer 

requests you might have. You can fill out the card online and find other resources by scanning the QR Code. 
 

CHILDCARE EVERY SUNDAY 8:45 – 11:45 am in the Kids hallway to your left as you enter the Commons. 
 

SUNDAY KIDS CLUB FOR 3K – GRADE 5 begins August 30, 9:00 and 10:30 am. Register online at 

stpaulmuskego.org/kidsclub. 
 

ACCESSIBILITY A hearing loop system is on the pulpit side of the church. There are also large-print worship folders 

available. Ask and usher for assistance.  
 

QUESTIONS OR NEED ASSISTANCE? Visit the Welcome Center in the Commons where a greeter will be happy to assist. 
 

YOUR GENEROSITY CHANGES LIVES! Every week we hear of stories of how the gospel ministry you support  

is making an eternal difference. If you have brought an offering, you may place it in the box in the lobby or  

you can scan the QR code to give using Venmo. Thank you! 

http://www/
https://stpaulmuskego.org/kidsclub/


 

 

Be of good cheer, for God's own Son 

Forgives the sins that you have done. 

You're justified by Jesus' blood; 

Baptized, you are a child of God. 
 

When you are sick, when death draws near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves my soul from death 

This is the anchor of my faith! 

 

M  The grace of our (†) Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

M  Brothers and sisters in Christ, we live in a world broken by sin—where families are torn apart, 

where trust is shattered, where wounds run deep. 

C  But we also live in a world redeemed by grace—where God turns evil into good, where 

forgiveness triumphs over revenge, where mercy conquers judgment. 
 

M  Joseph's brothers came trembling before him, expecting punishment for their betrayal. But 

Joseph spoke words of grace: "You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good." 

C  How much more does our heavenly Father speak words of grace to us through Christ! 
 

M  Yet we confess that we have not always lived in that grace. We have harbored bitterness 

instead of extending forgiveness. We have sought revenge instead of showing mercy. We have 

forgotten that we ourselves are the forgiven. Let us confess our sins to God. 

All  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 

Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, 

and take away my guilt. 
 

M   God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 

God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C Amen. 
 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
 

Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To you, O blessed Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally! 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M   Let us pray. 

 Gracious Father, you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. You forgive our sins 

and remove them from us as far as the east is from the west. 

C  Fill our hearts with the same grace you have shown us in Christ. 
 

M  As Joseph forgave those who betrayed him, help us to forgive those who have wronged us. 

As Jesus spoke mercy from the cross, teach us to speak mercy in our homes, our workplaces, 

and our world. 

C  Transform our hearts by your Spirit that we may be imitators of Christ, walking in love as 

he loved us and gave himself up for us. 
 

M We pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 
 

 

FIRST LESSON Ephesians 4:31-32; 5:1-2, Bible page 1176 

Paul calls us to put away bitterness and be kind and compassionate to one 

another, forgiving each other just as in Christ God forgave us. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 103, Red Hymnal page 105 

The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 23:32-43, Bible page 1059 

From the cross, Jesus speaks words of forgiveness to those crucifying him and promises 

paradise to a dying thief who simply asks to be remembered. 

 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH The Fifth Petition from Luther’s Small Catechism  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 

What does this mean? 
 

We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look upon our sins or because of them 

deny our prayers; for we are worthy of none of the things for which we ask, neither have we 

deserved them, but we ask that he would give them all to us by grace; for we daily sin much and 

surely deserve nothing but punishment. So we too will forgive from the heart and gladly do good 

to those who sin against us. 

 



 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY – RED HYMNAL 493, VV. 1-3 Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive 

"Forgive our sins as we forgive," 

You taught us, Lord, to pray, 

But you alone can grant us grace 

To live the words we say. 
 

How can your pardon reach and bless 

The unforgiving heart 

That broods on wrongs and will not let 

Old bitterness depart? 
 

In blazing light your cross reveals 

The truth we dimly knew: 

What trivial debts are owed to us, 

How great our debt to you! 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON     Genesis 45:3-8; 50:15-21, Bible page 48            

 Pastor Frank Italiano 

 

After the sermon, the congregation sings: 
 

Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 

And bid resentment cease. 

Then, by your mercy reconciled, 

Our lives will spread your peace. 

 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M  Heavenly Father, you are the God of all grace. Through your Son Jesus Christ, you have shown 

us mercy we did not deserve and forgiveness we could never earn. 

C  Fill our hearts with gratitude for your boundless love. 
 

M  You worked through Joseph to save a nation and preserve a family. You turned betrayal into 

blessing, suffering into salvation. Remind us that you are still at work in our lives, redeeming 

our pain and turning our trials into testimonies of your grace. 

C  Help us to trust your good purposes even when we cannot see them. 
 

M  We pray for all who have been wounded by others—those who carry scars of betrayal, abuse, 

abandonment, or injustice. Comfort them with the knowledge that you see their pain and that 

in Christ you offer healing and hope. 

C  Give them grace to forgive as they have been forgiven. 
 

M  We also pray for those who carry the burden of guilt—those who know they have wronged 

others and struggle under the weight of shame. Lead them to the cross where Jesus paid for 

every sin and speaks the word of pardon to every repentant heart. 

C  Set them free from the chains of guilt and restore the joy of your salvation. 
 

M  Bless our families, Lord. Heal the divisions, mend the broken relationships, soften the hardened 

hearts. Where there is bitterness, plant forgiveness. Where there is silence, restore conversation. 

Where there is distance, bring reconciliation. 

C  Make our homes places where your grace triumphs. 
 

M  We lift up to you those who are sick, those who mourn, those who struggle with fear or 

despair. Surround them with your presence and fill them with your peace. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

M  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

M  Finally, bring us at last to that place where all tears are wiped away, where every wrong is 

made right, where we stand before you clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

C  Until that day, help us to walk in love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

CLOSING – RED HYMNAL 490  Love in Christ Is Strong and Living 

Love in Christ is strong and living, 

Binding faithful hearts in one; 

Love in Christ is true and giving --  

May his will in us be done! 
 

Love is patient and forbearing, 

Clothed in Christ's humility, 

Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring, 

Reaching out in charity. 
 

Love in Christ abides forever, 

Fainting not when ills attend; 

Love, forgiving and forgiven, 

Shall endure until life's end. 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER  

M  Lord God, you have shown us grace beyond measure. 

C  You have forgiven our sins, healed our wounds, and restored our souls. 
 

M  Through Joseph's story you remind us that you can turn even evil into good. 

C  Through Jesus' cross you prove that your grace triumphs over all. 
 

M  Send us now into the world as people of reconciliation and redemption. 

C  Help us to forgive as we have been forgiven and to love as we have been loved.  
 

M We pray through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 
 

 

BLESSING 

M The Lord bless you and keep you 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 


