
  

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

WHO WE ARE 

CARING TOGETHER 
August 27, 29, and 30, 2026 

Who are We? We Care Together for each other. God has put us together as the body of Christ so that we can 

help each other as we walk through this world. Because God has cared for us, he calls us to care for each other. 

 

BELLS AND WELCOME 

 

OPENING – RED HYMNAL 532  God Is Here! As We His People 

God is here! As we his people Meet to offer praise and prayer, 

May we find in fuller measure What it is in Christ we share. 

Here, as in the world around us, All our varied skills and arts 

Wait the coming of his Spirit Into open minds and hearts. 
 

Here are symbols to remind us Of our lifelong need of grace. 

Here are table, font, and pulpit; Here the cross has central place. 

Here, in honesty of preaching, Here, in silence as in speech, 

Here, in newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each. 
 

Here our children find a welcome In the Shepherd's flock and fold; 

Here, as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old. 

Here the servants of the Servant Seek in worship to explore 

What it means in daily living To believe and to adore. 
 

WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S – CONNECTION CARD 

Thank you for joining us in worship. Please complete a Connection Card, sharing any questions or prayer 

requests you might have. You can fill out the card online and find other resources by scanning the QR Code.  
 

KIDS BUSY BAGS Thank designed for ages 1-3 are available for us at the Welcome Center in the commons.  
 

CHILDCARE EVERY SUNDAY  8:45 – 11:45 am in the Kids hallway to your left as you enter the Commons. 
 

SUNDAY KIDS CLUB FOR 3K – GRADE 5 9:00 and 10:30 am. Learn more or register at  stpaulmuskego.org/kidsclub. 
 

ACCESSIBILITY A hearing loop system and large-print worship folders are available. Ask and usher for assistance 
 

QUESTIONS OR NEED ASSISTANCE? Visit the Welcome Center in the Commons where a greeter will be happy to assist. 
 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR GOSPEL MINISTRY Every week we hear of stories of how the gospel  

ministry you support is making an eternal difference. If you have brought an offering, you may place it in  

the box in the lobby or you can scan the QR code to give using Venmo. Thank you! 
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M  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

M God gathers his people not because we have earned a place in his presence, but because 

Christ has opened the way through his saving work. He makes us part of his Church to 

carry each other’s burdens and help each other out.  

C Lord Jesus, you have made us a part of something bigger. 
 

M Yet we do not always treasure the gift of your Church. We are distracted and hurried. We 

bring pride, self-reliance, bitterness, or spiritual complacency into God’s house. We fail to 

care for each other as you have cared for us. And so, let us humble ourselves before him and 

confess our sin: 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 
 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.   

C Amen. 
 

M In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 
 

Lord of all, of Church and Kingdom, In an age of change and doubt, 

Keep us faithful to the gospel; Help us work your purpose out. 

Here, in this day's dedication, All we have to give, receive; 

We who cannot live without you, We adore you! We believe! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

M Let us pray.  

Lord Jesus Christ, through your Word and Sacraments you gather your people, strengthen 

faith, and reveal your grace to the world. 

C Fill your Church with joy in worship and confidence in your promises. 
 

M  Remove distractions that pull our hearts away from you. Help us treasure every opportunity 

to gather together and care for each other so that the body of Christ may be built up.  

C Let your Word dwell richly among us so that everything we do points people clearly to 

you. 
 

M  For you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON                 1 Corinthians 12:12-27, Bible page 1151 

Believers are united as one body in Christ.  

Each member valuable and necessary. 
 

 



 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

M Alleluia! Alleluia! Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ. Alleluia.  

 

GOSPEL Luke 10:25-37, Bible page 1040                                                 

Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan demonstrates compassionate, 

sacrificial care for those in need. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed  

 

We believe in God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and 

unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light for Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of being with the 

Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontious Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 

the world to come.  
 

Amen.  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – RED HYMNAL 526 We Are Your People 
 

We are your people; Lord, by your grace 

You dare to make us Christ to our neighbors, 

Of ev'ry nation and race. 
 

How can we demonstrate Your love and care? 

Speaking or list'ning? Battling or serving? 

Help us to know when and where. 
 

Called to portray you, Help us to live 

Closer than neighbors, Open to strangers, 

Able to clash and forgive. 
 

Glad of tradition, Help us to see 

In all life's changing Where you are leading, 

Where our best efforts should be. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

SERMON Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, Bible page 665 

  Pastor Nate Strobel 

After the sermon, the congregation sings:
 

Joined in community, Breaking your bread, 

May we discover Gifts in each other, 

Willing to lead and be led. 
 

Lord as we minister In diff'rent ways, 

May all we're doing Show that you're living, 

Meeting your love with our praise. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M Heavenly Father, we give you thanks that by the Holy Spirit you have called us to faith in 

Jesus Christ, gathered us into your Church, and made us members of one Body. Keep us 

firm in the confession that Jesus Christ is Lord, and preserve us in the one true faith. 

C Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

M Lord Jesus Christ, you are the head of Your Church, and we are members of your body. Keep 

your Church united in your Word and Sacraments. Guard us from false teaching, pride, 

division, and every spirit that would draw us away from your saving Gospel. 

C Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

M Holy Spirit, You have given different gifts to the members of Christ's body according to your 

gracious will. Give us humility to recognize that every gift comes from you. Keep us from 

envying the gifts of others or boasting in our own, and teach us to use whatever gifts you have 

given us for the good of our neighbor and the building up of your Church. 

C Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

M Lord Jesus, remember those among us who are sick, suffering, grieving, lonely, discouraged, or 

in any other need. As members of your body, make us attentive to their needs and generous 

with our time and care. Grant healing according to your will, comfort to those who mourn, 

strength to those who are weary, and steadfast faith to all who call upon your name. 

C Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

M Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

M Keep us faithful until that day when we join all your people around your heavenly throne in 

eternal worship. 

C In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

M The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

M Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

M Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C It is good and right so to do. 
 

M It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,  

who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them 

to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 

hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Our Communion Practice 
The Lord’s Supper is a fellowship meal. In this meal Jesus expresses his fellowship with us by giving us his body and 

blood for the forgiveness of sins. In this meal we also express our fellowship with each other, that is, that we are united in 

a common confession of faith. 
 

We at St. Paul’s want everyone to enjoy this fellowship meal. However, we cannot ask someone to express agreement 

with us until we give that person an opportunity to discover what we teach. That is why we schedule frequent 

membership classes to provide an overview of our teachings. If you are not a member of our Lutheran denomination, 

please speak with one of the pastors before joining us at the altar. Thank you. 
 

Non-alcoholic wine (light-colored wine in tray) and gluten-free wafers (at Communion rail) are available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DISTRIBUTION – RED HYMNAL 312 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 
 

1) Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared 

This feast for our salvation; 

It is your body and your blood, 

And at your invitation 

As weary souls, with sin oppressed, 

We come to you for needed rest, 

For comfort, and for pardon. 
 

2) Although you did to heav'n ascend, 

Where angel hosts are dwelling, 

And in your presence they behold 

Your glory, all excelling, 

And though your people shall not see 

Your glory and your majesty 

Till dawns the judgment morning. 
 

3) Yet, Savior, you are not confined 

To any habitation, 

But you are present ev'rywhere 

And with your congregation. 

Firm as a rock this truth shall stand, 

Unmoved by any daring hand 

Or subtle craft and cunning. 
 

4) We eat this bread and drink this cup, 

Your precious Word believing 

That your true body and your blood 

Our lips are here receiving. 

This Word remains forever true, 

And there is naught you cannot do, 

For you, Lord, are almighty. 

 

5) Though reason cannot understand, 

Yet faith this truth embraces: 

Your body, Lord, is ev'rywhere 

At once in many places. 

I leave to you how this can be; 

Your Word alone suffices me; 

I trust its truth unfailing. 
 

6) Lord, I believe what you have said; 

Help me when doubts assail me. 

Remember that I am but dust, 

And let my faith not fail me. 

Your supper in this vale of tears 

Refreshes me and stills my fears 

And is my priceless treasure. 
 

7) Grant that we worthily receive 

Your supper, Lord, our Savior, 

And, truly grieving for our sins, 

May prove by our behavior 

That we are thankful for your grace 

And day by day may run our race, 

In holiness increasing. 
 

8) For your consoling supper, Lord, 

Be praised throughout all ages! 

Preserve it, for in ev'ry place 

The world against it rages. 

Grant that this sacrament may be 

A blessed comfort unto me 

When living and when dying. 

               

            CLOSING PRAYER  

M O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share 

our humanity.  We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 

sacrament.  We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 

your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

    C    Amen. 
 

BLESSING  

M The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

   C      Amen. 

  


