GroupWork

Bible Study Discussion Starters
Life application materials for use in Life Groups, home devotions, and other small groups.

Group Work
Revelation 7:9-17

Warm Up
Have you ever had someone show up or reach out at exactly the time you needed them? What happened?

Review
Read Revelation 7:9-17 and go through the sermon outline on the back of the worship folder. What stood out
to you?

A Great Multitude

John saw people from every nation, tribe, people, and language in heaven. What does this picture tell us about
who Jesus wants gathered around his throne? When you look at our congregation and community, who might
Jesus be calling us to notice, welcome, or reach that we tend to overlook!?

Salvation belongs to our God

The people in heaven aren’t celebrating what they accomplished. They’re celebrating what God accomplished
for them. How does remembering that salvation is entirely God’s work change the way we think about serving
others and sharing our faith? What'’s the danger when we start thinking, “It’s up to us?”

Robes washed in the Blood of the Lamb

This is a striking picture: people standing before God not because they cleaned themselves up, but because
Jesus made them clean. Think of someone God used to help you know Jesu and his grace more clearly. VWhat
did that person say or do that made an impact on you? What does their example teach us about the ways
Jesus can work through ordinary Christians?

He will Shelter them with his Presence

Verse |5-17 says God will shelter his people and take care of them — feeding them, leading them, sheltering
them, even wiping away their tears. What are some practical ways Jesus can use us to bring his care and
compassion to someone who is hurting, lonely, grieving, or struggling! How can we care for someone in a way
that doesn’t just meet an immediate need but also points them toward the care of Jesus!?

Working Through Us

Jesus is ultimately the Shepherd. Yet throughout Scripture he chooses to accomplish much of his work
through people. If we believed that “Jesus wants to work through me this week,” where might we pay more
attention? Who is one person God has already placed in your life whom you could intentionally encourage,
serve, invite, or share Jesus with?



NoteSheet

Sermon Outline

Take notes during the sermon to help you remember the main points.

JESUS THROUGH Us
REVELATION 7:9-17

Look again to see the whole picture

A. The joy of the Old Testament Picture
The Festival of Tabernacles or Sukkot (Sept 25, 2026 — Oct 2, 2026)
“On the first day you are to take branches from luxuriant trees—from palms, willows and other leafy trees—

and rejoice before the Lord your God for seven days” (Leviticus 23:40).

B. The joy of the New Testament Picture
“You have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to
thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly... to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.” (Hebrews 13:22,24).

C. The joy of the New Creation Picture
“There before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm
branches in their hands” (Revelation 7:9).

Look again to see your part in the picture

A. Look back in thankfulness
Personally

As a congregation

B. Look ahead in thankfulness
As a congregation

Personally

Old Testament Joy

Then the temple Then the throng,
Then the holy lamb in offering
Then the hands upon the head
Then the blood for sin atoning
Then the singing, grace received
Then the LORD with man communing
Then the feasting Then the wine
Then the joyful celebration

Then the stories Then the tears
Then the heart in longing lifted
Then the Spirit manifested

Then the Son’s sure prophecy
Then the Father’s blessing

Then Then Then

The New Testament Joy

Now the silence Now the peace
Now the empty hands uplifted
Now the kneeling Now the plea
Now the Father's arms in welcome
Now the hearing Now the power
Now the vessel brimmed for pouring
Now the body Now the blood
Now the joyful celebration

Now the wedding Now the songs
Now the heart forgiven leaping
Now the Spirit's visitation

Now the Son's epiphany

Now the Father's blessing

Now Now Now

The New Creation Joy

Then the glory Then the rest
Then the sabbath peace unbroken
Then the garden Then the throne
Then the crystal river flowing
Then the splendor Then the life
Then the new creation singing
Then the marriage Then the love
Then the feast of joy unending
Then the knowing Then the light
Then the ultimate adventure
Then the Spirit's harvest gathered
Then the Lamb in majesty

Then the Father's Amen

Then Then Then



