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As I’ve shared with many of you, I recently joined the band again.  
My journey away from playing my flute in a band or orchestra is a  
long story, but I found my way back through a professor friend at  
Elmhurst University. As it turns out, the director of the band is  
my former High School band director. Full circle. Amazing.  
Playing in the band is spiritual nourishment for so many reasons.  
My brain works in new ways. The phone is off and put away. There  
are few words. It’s individual, and also communal. My family is happy  
and inspired. It’s been great, all around. I’ve also noticed how there are  
lessons for life, love, and faith in band rehearsal as I watch the conductor, play with my fel-
low flutists, woodwinds, brass, and percussion. Sometimes the conductor (a former and now 
current mentor!) will say something that resonates on a level that applies to more than just 
the band. One of these things is the phrase “I’ll take that.” The director, Mr. Heath, says 
this often. It’ll happen when we tune. He’ll call for the pitch, turn his head one way or the 
other, call a person or two out for being sharp or flat, and then ask for it again. He’ll do it 
a few times until he sort of shrugs and says “I’ll take that.”   
 
Another time he says it is when we’re working through a difficult section of a piece. He’ll 
work on it a little with us, dissecting who is playing what part. Maybe the flutes need to be a 
little smoother. Maybe the trumpets need to raise their bells a little higher. Maybe we’re not 
together. Maybe we’re not listening to one another. Maybe we think we’re playing it soft 
enough, but he thinks it could be much softer. We practice it a few times and then, some-
times he nods and says, “Yeah! I’ll take that!”  
 

I love the way he says it, because it means so many things depending on how he says it. 
Sometimes “I’ll take that” means “It’s not exactly right, but we’re moving on” It also means 
“It’s good enough for now, because we’ll come back and refine it later.” Sometimes it 
means “Nothing’s perfect, but this is pretty great.” Sometimes, I think it means, “This is the 
best this band can do with the ability they have, and I’m happy with that and accept it.” 

 

I’ve been thinking about how to apply “I’ll take that” to some of the things that are con-
stantly “in progress” in my life. Prayer. Gratitude. Relationships. Forgiveness. Work. Play. 
Writing. Music. Sometimes a fear of not doing something perfectly keeps me from taking 
the flute out of the case and playing anything at all, and that’s a tragedy. Sometimes I get 
stuck on a part in the song I think should sound differently and I play it over and over and 
over again when what I should do is move on and say “I’ll take that.” 

 

As you move through Lent, perhaps you’re working on almsgiving, or prayer, or simplicity, 
or fasting, or forgiveness. Perhaps you started a Lenten practice and then you fell away 
from it. Perhaps you’re not happy with it and know you could do better. Keep practicing, to 
be sure. And yet, have grace with yourself and know that perfection is seldom attainable. 
Do your best to stay in tune and say to yourself “I’ll take that.”  
 
With gratitude,  
 

Pastor Traci  



  



  



  


