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August 23, 2026
Hope
Ezekiel 37:1-14; 24-28
Rev. Dr. Drew Smith, Senior Pastor
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Call To Worship

Adapted from Ephesians 4:4-6

Leader: There is one Body and one Spirit
People: There is one hope in God’s call to
us.

Leader: One Lord, one faith, one Baptism,
People: one God and Father of us all.
Leader: As Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father,

People: we are free to walk in new life.
ALL: May the Holy Spirit empower us in
wonder and praise!

Ndtey

Prayer of Confession

Everyone: Holy God, we are overwhelmed
with burdens and struggle to trust You with
everything that weighs us down.

Leader: The Scriptures say, "Come to Me, all
who are weary and burdened, and | will give
you rest."

Everyone: We chase after fleeting things
like success and material possessions. We
put our schedules above our faith.

Leader: The Scriptures teach, "Seek first the
Kingdom of God and His righteousness."
Everyone: We act as if hope isn’t real. We
fail to see the bigger picture of the needs
around us that You’ve called us to serve.
Leader: The Scriptures proclaim, "He saved
us and called us to a holy life—not because of
anything we’ve done, but because of His
purpose and grace."

Everyone: We hold grudges, avoid conflict,
and live in broken relationships instead of
seeking healing and reconciliation.

Leader: The Scriptures tell us, "Be kind, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ
forgave you."

Everyone: We don't truly believe Your
promises. We don't give You our whole lives
or follow You fully, even though You offer us
forgiveness.

Leader: The Scriptures proclaim, "For God so
loved the world that He gave His one and only
Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will
not perish but have eternal life."

Everyone: Help us live every day in the gift of
Your forgiveness. Help us serve and live holy
lives because of that gift. In Jesus' Name, we
pray, Amen.
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