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           Fall 2023 

 

      

Over 150 Years in the Heart of White Plains 
 

 

We have just said goodbye to summer and hello to fall on September 23.  Spiritually speaking, fall 

represents the harvest time of year, a time to acknowledge growth and expansion as a natural evolution 

of our organic being. Our lives go through cycles of growth, harvest, death, and rebirth just as we see in 

nature.  

 

For many people autumn is their favorite season. They love the changing colors, the falling leaves, 

pumpkin pie, apple picking and, after the heat of summer, the cooler weather.  In most of the United 

States autumn is referred to as ñfall, ò a term that probably came into use because of the falling leaves. 

 

And more than any other season people feel a spiritual connection to fall. Fall is traditionally seen as a 

period of change leading to the dark of winter. As the leaves fall to the ground, we are reminded that 

natureôs cycles are mirrored in our lives. Autumn is a time for letting go and releasing things that have 

been a burden. Fall is the time for letting the Spirit take charge of our lives. 

 

Autumn reminds us of the impermanence of things. Spring and summer are the times of budding and 

flowering and as we see the changes that occur in the fall, we appreciate all of the beauty surrounding us 

and how fragile it is.  

 

Take a walk. Look at the color of the sky and grass and leaves. Feel the crisp air and the familiar smells 

of the fall season. Pay attention to what nature is doing. To everything there is a purpose, including the 

changing of the seasons. The change of the seasons reminds us that we have to keep changing.  We 

should not become stagnant. Fall challenges us to live every day to the fullest and to embrace the beauty 

of being alive. 

 

What a wonderful time of year this is. We just had our well attended Homecoming Barbecue where we 

all had the opportunity to catch up with one another, see parishioners that we had not seen in a long 

time, and share the wonderful happenings in our lives over the summer months. After the hot summer  
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months, we now come back to church on a more routine basis, and we settle into our church/school 

calendar year.  

 

Welcome Back Grace Church! 

 

I look forward to seeing you in church.  

 

God Bless,  

 

Adolfo+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A New Perspective on Regular Church Attendance 
 

By Dr. Galen Guengerich, New York City Pastor 

 

We need to learn the virtue of staying put and staying true, of choosing again what we chose before.  In 

my view thatôs one of the main reasons we come to church. 

 

Weôre here not so much to make spiritual progress each week, though thatôs wonderful when it happens.  

Rather, we mostly come for the consistencyðfor what remains the same from week to week: the 

comfort of the liturgy, the solace of the music, the reassuring sight of familiar faces, the enduring 

presence of ancient rites and timeless symbols.  Weôre here to remind ourselves of values that unite us 

and commitments that keep us heading in the right direction.  Weôre here to choose again what we chose 

before. 
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OCTOBER 

Wednesday, October 4th                  Diocesan Convention Meeting Roll-out Meeting 
Sunday, October 8th                          200th Anniversary Committee Meeting ς Library Room 
Wednesday, October 11th        Diocesan Convention Meeting Roll-out Meeting 
Sunday, October 15th                 Pledge Sunday 
Wednesday, October 18th         Diocesan Convention Meeting Roll-out Meeting 
2024 Stewardship Theme        άDƻŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ǘǿƻ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƭƭ 
            ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎέ 
Tuesday, October 24th                     Vestry Meeting 
Wednesday, October 25th        Diocesan Convention Meeting Roll-out Meeting 
Sunday, October 29th         La  Gracia Committee Meeting          

 
NOVEMBER 

Wednesday, November 1         Diocesan Convention Meeting Roll-out Meeting 
Saturday, November 11th         247th Diocesan Convention Meeting 
Sunday, November 12th         200th Anniversary Committee Meeting ς Library 
Sat & Sun, November 18th& 19th   Grace Church Retreat- English-Sat 9am-4pm 
Sunday, November 19th                                                                         11:00am Bilingual Eucharist 
Thursday, November 23rd       Thanksgiving Dayς Office Closed 
Friday, November 24th                   Day After Thanksgiving ς Office Closed 
Sunday, November 26th                 La Gracia Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, November 28th       Vestry 
 

DECEMBER 
Sunday, December 10th       200th Anniversary Committee Meeting ς Library 
Monday, December 11th                La Virgen De Guadalupe (La Gracia) 
Thursday, December 14th       Annual Christmas Dinner 7:00 PM 
Sunday, December 17th                 Lessons & Carols 10:00 AM 
Sunday, December 24th      Christmas Pageant 4:00 PM 
Sunday, December 24th                There will be only 1 Sunday Service at 10:00 in English 
              7:30 La Gracia Christmas Eve Service 
         10:00 PM Grace Church Christmas Eve Service in English 
Sunday, December 31st                 bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ   
 

JANUARY 
Sunday, January 28th      Bilingual Mass 11:00 AM       Annual Meeting 
 



 

 

 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

VISITATION TO GRACE/LA GRACIA FROM BISHOP MICHAEL FOSTER 

HYDE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our newly elected Bishop Matthew Hyde wasted no time after his consecration in making his first visit 

to Grace/LaGracia on July 16th.   One single church service in both English and Spanish was held that 

day.   His sermon was delivered from the front of the church and was effectively translated by our 

Senior Warden, Daisy Calderon. 

 

 

                                                                                                        The Bishop met with the entire  Vestry 

                                                                                                         before the morning service.  He gave                                                                                         

                                                                                                         each Vestry member a chance to share  

                                                                                                         with him what was on their minds. 

 

 

                              

 

 

  

 

 

 

              The congregation prays for 

              the Bishop and asks Godôs 

              blessing on his new work in 

              this Diocese.  
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Judge Delores Braithwaite,  White Plains City Councilwoman The Honorable Victoria Presser. and 

White Plains Mayor Thomas Roach  attended the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The  day culminated in the parish hall with a festive reception. 
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IT WAS A GREAT DAY IN THE LIFE OF GRACE/LA GRACIA! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A PRAYER FOR ALL SAINTS DAY  

NOVEMBER 1st 
 

 

 

 

A PRAYER FOR ALL SAINTS DAY  
 

NOVEMBER 1st 

 

O Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and fellowship in the mystical 

body of thy Son Christ our Lord: Grant us grace so to follow thy blessed saints in all virtuous and godly 

living, that we may come to those ineffable joys which thou hast prepared for those who unfeignedly 

love thee; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth, 

one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen 

                                                                                     From the Book of Common Prayer 
  

                 
                                           Hymn to be Sung on All Saints Day 

Words Written by William Walsham How 
 

For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
Who thee by faith before the world confessed, 

Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blessed, 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Thou wast their rock, their fortress and their might, 
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight, 
Thou in the darkness, drear, the one true Light, 
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Alleluia, alleluia 
 
 

 

AN IMPORTANT LESSON I LEARNED IN CHILDHOOD  
 

By Mary Baker  

 

As a child, I remember that, when my father got paid every Friday, the first thing he did was to take 10% 

of that pay and put it into the family ñchurch tithe box.ò  In actuality, this was really an old empty cigar 

box that was kept just for that purpose.  On Sundays, we kids would go to that box and take out our 

dimes for our Sunday School offering.  My parents would also take their church offering from it.  

Sometimes my parents would dip into it to give for special donations to good causes or to the poor.  But 

it was never used for anything other than ñGodôs work in the world.ò 

 

My father was never wealthy, but over the years, his income changed somewhat from just a salary to 

also include income from investments, and eventually it included his pension and Social Security.  

However, to the day he died at age 94, he kept meticulous monthly records of each investment check as 

it arrived and all other monthly income.  At the end of each month, he would add it all up and take 10% 

and put it in the donation column, which he always gave away.   

 

My parents were married and started their family during the depression years.  That could have easily 

been used as an excuse to give less. But for them, that was never an option.  Godôs portion came right 

off the top!    

 

My parents lived a life of good stewardship.  And in the process, they taught me the valuable lesson of 

good stewardship.  My parents firmly believed that everything they had was a gift from God.  Out of 

their thankfulness for all His blessings to them, they returned a tithe portion for His use.  Inevitably, this 

attitude was passed on to me.  It was a very secure feeling as a child to believe that God was aware of all 

our needs and that He would bless us so that we ñhad enough.ò But it was equally important that we 

always knew that it was our responsibility to return Godôs portion for His use in the world. 

 

What better lesson can parents provide than this?  What better lesson can we give than to teach our 

children that our familyôs security in all things is in the hands of the Lord!  What better lesson is there 

than to lead by example and to demonstrate that a life well lived is a life of good stewardship in all 

things! 
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Gardening to Heal 

By Father Adolfo Moronta+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the Bible gardens are used as a symbol of Godôs love and care. Gardening is 

a way to connect with God and nature and a way to slow down and appreciate life. It can 

be a very spiritual experience while creating something living and beautiful. I am seeing 

this firsthand recently. Gardening is also one of the ways we can find tranquility and 

healing. The routine of tending your plants and working with your hands helps relieve 

even the worst stress.   
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As you know my mother is facing a very difficult situation with her health. But there is 

one thing that she really enjoys and that is gardening.  Therefore, with the help of my 

stepfather and me she has been spending her time at the Rectory gardening; planting 

different types of plants that have beautified the front entrance.  

 

So, as my mother digs and plants and tends to the garden, she finds relief from the 

worries and fears that she faces. Itôs a time when her mind can focus on the sense of hope 

and faith she is creating with the flowers. It reminds her that God is all around us and is 

always with us. And while she is using this gardening time to heal, she is also bringing a 

touch of beauty to the Rectory grounds. 
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Grace Church Retreat 

Life in the Spirit Seminar November 18 & 19 
 

By Rev. Adolfo Moronta  
 

What is a Spiritual retreat? A Spiritual retreat is time set apart to be in quiet, rest, and solitude with God. 

For generations, people have gone on spiritual retreats to encounter God and experience spiritual 

renewal. Retreats remove us from noise and distraction, into a place of spiritual refreshing and renewing. 

When Jesus was on earth, he promised that he would send the Holy Spirit upon his followers. And he 

promised them that the Holy Spirit would do things among them that they could experience. He told 

them that they would be clothed with power from on high, that they would receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes and that they will be witnessesé to the ends of the earth. 

Life in the Spirit Seminar is a means to a better life through Christ. Through this retreat you will be 

guided to take the necessary steps which will allow Jesus to establish or restore or deepen a relationship 

with you. 

 
Life in the Spirit Seminar Goals 

1.  To help participants in the Seminar to establish, re- establish or deepen an individual 

relationship with God through Jesus, the Christ.  

2. To help participants yield to the ongoing presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives. God is active 

in the lives of believers.  

3. As believers we are called to membership in a faith community, and to a life of service using the 

gifts, fruits and charisms offered through the Holy Spirit.  

4. New Life means a life of discipleship and growth into Christ Jesus. As Christians we need 

effective means of growth, such as small faith-sharing groups, prayer, study, sacraments, and the 

reading of Scripture. 

The retreat will help people deepen their faith in the Lord and grow in relationship with him, and it will 

include speakers, scripture, music, prayer and small groups.  
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200 th  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Honoring Our Past  
Celebrating Our Present 
Embracing Our Future  

 
Despite vacations and other issues that arise during the Summer, the 200th Anniversary Committee 
continued to be hard at work planning for our 200 th Anniversary Celebration that will take place in 
September 2024. 
 
The Committee has developed a special Anniversary logo and tag line which will be used on all letters, 
invitations and information relating to the celebration.  In addition, we have developed a separate e-mail 
and chat room for the Committee so that we can keep in touch with each other and also coordinate and 
review our work and our progress.  The Committee has its own P.O. Box and address as well as a separate 
telephone line so that we are able to ensure that the work of the Anniversary Committee does not get 
confused or entangled in our regular church functions. 
 
What is really exciting is the amount of history about our Church that has already been uncovered so far ɀ 
and how much our history continues to grow.  
 
We are exploring various fundraising endeavors and activities as our celebration will require a large 
amount of funding.  These fundraising efforts are being developed and designed so that we will be able to 
include all members and friends of Grace/LaGracia.  We will keep you posted and graciously and humbly 
ask for your support of these endeavors.  
 
While the planning of our 200 th Anniversary Celebration  ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á Ȱ×ÏÒË ÉÎ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓȱ - we are 
progressing nicely.  We need the cooperation of everyone to make it all work ɀ so if a Committee member 
reaches out to you for assistance  ɀ please consider saying  Ȱ9ÅÓȱ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ȰÏÕÒ ÅÖÅÎÔȱ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ 
depends on all of us working together. Also, if there is a committee you wish to join or offer assistance, 
please let us know.    
 
Thank you and Blessings to All. 
 
Delores Scott Brathwaite, Chair 
Hillary Fleming, Co-Chair  
Daisy Calderon, Co-Chair (LaGracia) 
 
Planning Committee Members :   
Irene Alves, Linda Harmon, Ginger Waters Grant, Mary Baker -Historians 
Nate Hogan and Karen Odom ɀ Communications, PR, Media 
Barbara Biles and Linda Harmon ɀ Save the Date and Invitations 
Eileen McLean ɀ Music 
'ÅÏÒÇÅ /ȭ(ÁÎÌÏÎ ɀ Youth and Logistics 
Melanie Jackson ɀ Fundraiser Gala Celebration  
Audrey Taylor, Tom Lacalamita ɀ Administration and Technology  
 
Note:  Everyone is involved and assisting in our Fundraising efforts.  
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
By George OôHanlon 

 

The Grace Church Youth Education program is off to a fast start with a full slate of programs and 

activities.  We began our year on September 10th with Father Adolfo blessing the book bags of our 

students during the church service on that day, followed by registration of our students into our program.  

The book bag event was a joint blessing of the Grace Church and LaGracia students, since we were 

holding a joint service on that day.   The fact that we held that service in the Parish Hall did nothing to 

dampen the festive mood of this event.  In fact, the cozier confines allowed us to portray the scope and 

breadth of our program.  And it was another example of the ñOne Churchò theme under which our 

Sunday School operates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classes began on September 24th, for our primary students and Rite 13 (7th and 8th grade) students.  Our 

primary curriculum, ñSermons4Kidsò affords a rich set of materials tailored to the ages of the students.  

The teachers connect these materials to the sermon for the week, making our classes both educational 

and fun.  Our Rite 13 students study a curriculum covering many topics relevant to the Christian faith, 

including prayer, images of God, the importance of good works. The program culminates in March of 

the studentôs 8th grade year, with a Celebration of Adulthood, as the student moves on to high school.   

The Celebration takes place as a ceremony during the 10am service and is an opportunity for the entire 

congregation to share in the Celebration.    Our high school students are in a program we call ñJourney 

To Adulthoodò, and is ably taught by Lauren Reid, who has taught the class for several years.  Members 

of this class meet outside of the 10am service timeframe, and typically take on projects as part of their 

program. 

 

In October, the Sunday school will participate in the White Plains Escape Room activity.   The concept 

is that working as a team, the members respond to clues in an effort to solve a mystery and escape from 

the room in which they are temporarily kept.  The activity requires quick and deep thinking, in order to 

solve enough clues to escape from the room within the allotted timeframe.     And it is designed to 

engender a team spirit among our students. 


