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The Political Church
Romans 13:1-7

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities.

For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by

God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judg-
ment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority?
Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, *for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be
afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on
the wrongdoer. ® Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience.
® For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. ’ Pay to all
what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is
owed, honor to whom honor is owed.

Our Political Goals

1. Engage. Don't

2. Submit but Don't

3. Vote for & the other guy

4. Respect Its Work. Remember Its
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Small Group Discussion Guide

The Political Church
Romans 13:1-7

Getting Started

When you hear the word “politics,” what emotions or images come to mind—excitement, frustration, weariness, hope?

Share a time when you felt tension between your faith and your political environment. How did you respond?

Digging Deeper (Read Romans 13:1-7 and pray together.)

1. Engage — Don’t Obsess

The word “subjection” in verse 1 would normally imply a misalignment between our values and the world’s
governments.

« Where else in Scripture do we see a misalignment when this word is used? And what can we learn from those
contexts?

« Discuss this quote: “No one becomes obsessed with politics in a country to which, deep down, they know they
must “be subject.” This doesn’t have to mean resignation, but it will offen involve a healthy disenchantment with
the political process and what it can actually accomplish.” What stands out to you in that statement? What do
you agree or disagree with?

2. Submit — Don’t Surrender

Subjection does not mean surrender or passivity.

« What examples from the message help clarify that difference?

« What's the difference between biblical submission and political surrender?

« How does the nature of our U.S. government change what “submission” means for us, compared to the Roman
Christians Paul addressed?
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3. Vote for Jesus — and the Other Guy

Subjection does not mean separation from politics.

o How is this truth illustrated in the context leading up to Romans 13?

« Discuss the common belief that “religion must be kept out of politics.” How would you respond to that idea?

« In what way is secularism as much a religion as Christianity?

4. Respect Its Work — Remember Its Limits

Government is God’s servant, not God’s Son.

According to this passage, what is the basic responsibility of government?

« Why does Scripture call even very imperfect governments “God'’s servants™

« What happens when people expect government to do what only the gospel can do?

« How can Christians show gratitude for what government does well while guarding against misplaced hope in
politics?

Making It Real

Read 1 Timothy 2:1-2 and spend time praying for our political leaders—national, state, and local. Ask God for wisdom,
humility, and courage to live as faithful citizens of both heaven and earth.

Resources:
Romans: Righteousness from Heaven | R. Kent Hughes

www.blueletterbible.org; www.biblehub.com; www.preceptaustin.org
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