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November 16, 2025

WELCOME

If you're new here today, you might be wondering why there’s a jacuzzi in church...

Well, it's not a jacuzzi — it's a powerful picture of what Jesus has done for us.

1. What Baptism Represents

e Baptism isn’t about comfort — it’s about crossing over from death to life.

o It tells the story of salvation — rescue, faith, and new life in Christ.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 10:1-2; Galatians 3:26-27

2. Israel’s Story

e Egypt — a land of slavery and death.

e The Sea — an impossible barrier.

e Moses — a savior who stood between the people and danger.

To be saved, they had to trust Moses and step into the waters with him.

3. Our Story

¢ Sin and death are our Egypt.

e The cross is where Jesus stood between us and judgment.

e Baptism is our way of saying, “I trust Him to bring me through.”

The waters that should have crushed us, crushed Him instead.

Scripture: Romans 6:3-4
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4. The Meaning Today

e Those being baptized today are declaring: “I've stepped into the waters with Jesus — | belong to Him.”

e Baptism is a public testimony of faith, freedom, and new life.

Small Group Discussion Guide

Through the Waters

Getting Started

This past Sunday, we celebrated several baptisms! If you’'ve been baptized, briefly share with the group when and
where that happened.

Digging Deeper

1. Read and compare 1 Corinthians 10:1-2, Galatians 3:25-27, and Romans 6:3—4. What do you think it means to
be “baptized into” someone?

2. Take some time and review the story of Israel’s salvation told in Exodus 14. Discuss how God arranges events like
these to point us to Jesus.

3. Israel had to trust that Moses could lead them safely through the waters. Discuss:

¢ In the gospel story, what do the “waters” represent?

o What was Pharaoh and his army trusting in? How is that like people today?

o Faith is more than simply admiring the path God opens. Explain.

4. Moses stretched out his hands over the waters; Jesus stretched out His arms on the cross. What parallels stand out
to you most vividly when you compare both stories?
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5. Unlike Moses, Jesus was crushed by judgment so we could pass safely through. Discuss this and any other key dif-
ferences between the two stories.

6. Though Jesus was crushed by judgment, He rose victorious—and we rise with Him. How does water baptism sym-
bolize that reality?

7. The same waters that saved Israel destroyed Egypt. How does that dual image help us understand both judgment
and mercy in Christ’s cross?

8. The Israelites emerged on a new shore as a freed people. Why should baptism mark a change in identity and alle-
giance for a believer? Go back and read 1 Corinthians 10:1-14 and talk about the warning Paul gives. Compare
this with Romans 6:1-4.

Making It Real

Take time to pray for those being baptized—that their new life in Christ would continue to bear fruit and point others to
the Deliverer who made a way through the waters.

Resources

Romans: Righteousness from Heaven | R. Kent Hughes

www.blueletterbible.org

www.biblehub.com

www.preceptaustin.org
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