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MICAH 7

A Light to Me
“when I sit in darkness, the Lord will be a light to me”
Micah 7:8

1. When the darkness of circumstances seems to win... God Is the Unstoppable Light
e Micah 7:8
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e 1John1:5

« John 1:5-7

2. When sin and failure look like defeat...Jesus is the Light of the World
e Micah 7:9

o John8:12

e Romans 8:33-34

3. When the enemy seems to win..God has total Victory over the Darkness

e Micah 7:10

« Ephesians 6:12

e 1 Peter5:8

¢ Romans 16:20

“You are the light of the world.” Matthew 5:14 (ESV)
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Small Group Discussion Guide

A Light to Me — Micah 7:7-10

Getting Started

Describe a “damp socks” week. Pastor James shared about a low-grade darkness—tired, heavy, emotionally gray. When have you
experienced a week like that recently? What was the root?

Washington winter question: Does the lack of daylight affect your emotional or spiritual life?

What helps you when seasonal darkness sets in?

Micah faced cultural and spiritual darkness. In what ways does our cultural moment feel similar to the world Micah lived in?

Deeper

(Read Micah 7:7-10 together.)

1. When Circumstances Go Dark — God Is the Unstoppable Light
Micah says, “When I sit in darkness, the LORD will be a light to me.”

o What phrases from verses 7—8 stand out to you the most? Why?

¢ What are the alternatives one might choose rather than God being our light?

e Pastor James said darkness whispers, “This is permanent.” What lies does darkness often whisper in your life?

e Below are Biblical Truths about God'’s Light.

O  Truth — cutting through confusion (i.e. Psalm 119:130)

O Love — God'’s presence and warmth (i.e. Zephaniah 3:17)

o Direction — one faithful step at a time (i.e. Psalm 119:105)

O Hope — darkness is not the final word (i.e. Micah 7:8)

O  Which part stands out the most right now?
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2. When Sin Creates Darkness — Jesus Pleads Our Cause
Micah admits, “I will bear the indignation of the Lord because | have sinned against him”
¢ Indignation is a strong word. Why do you think Micah chooses that word when confessing his sin?
¢ Why is it so difficult to take responsibility for our sin? Which part of Micah 7:9 feels most counter-cultural today? Most people
have the tendency to justify, hide, bury, or numb their sin. What’s your tendency?
e The light of the Gospel, Jesus, exposes our darkness. Why is this a good thing?
e« What does it mean that Jesus is our “advocate?” (1 John 2:1) How does understanding Jesus as our Advocate change the
way we confess sin, repent, or receive grace?
e How can we know that all our sin has been fully and completely paid for? (1 John chapter 1 is helpful)
3. When the Enemy Presses In — God Has Total Victory
¢ Micah heard real taunts: “Where is the LORD your God?” He points to both earthly enemies and the Enemy (Satan).
« What kinds of “enemies” (little €) challenge your faith today? (Workplace? Family tension? Cultural pressure? Internal doubt?)
What truth in scripture do you face them with?
e How does the resurrection of Jesus answer the question, “Where is your God now?” What does the cross teach us about the
enemy appearing to “win?”
e Which truth is hardest to believe right now—and why?
O  God sees through darkness (Psalm 139:11-12)
e} God is stronger than the darkness (John 1:5)
O  God has already defeated the Enemy (Colossians 2:15)
O  This is not the end of your story. (Romans 8:18)
Making It Real
1. Walk in the Light (1 John 1:7). What is one practical step you can take this week to “walk in the light” instead of sitting in the dark-
ness? (Examples: Confession, community, prayer, Scripture, a helpful boundary, rest, worship.)
2. Where have you found yourself being “the light of the world”, even if it was unintentional? Have you felt like “walking in the light”

has been brighter lately? Who in your life right now needs the light of Jesus through your = encouragement, presence, prayer, or
support?
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