Five Contrasts of the Cross

1. The Cross Seems Like FOOLISHNESS, But It Is POWER And WISDOM

1 Corinthians 1:18-19, 22-24 (NIV) *® For the message of the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. *° For
it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent |
will frustrate.”... 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 2% but we preach
Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, #*but to those
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God.

Asking for miracles: Matthew 12:38, Mark 8:11, Luke 11:16, John 4:48

2. The RULER Became A SERVANT At The Cross

Philippians 2:5-11 (NIV) In your relationships with one another, have the same
mindset as Christ Jesus: ¢ Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality
with God something to be used to his own advantage; " rather, he made himself
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. & And
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death - even death on a cross! ° Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and
gave him the name that is above every name, 1° that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, * and every tongue
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Jesus over everything: Colossians 1:15-18

3. The PERFECT One Died On The Cross To Heal SINNERS

1 Peter 2:21-24 (NIV) To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you,
leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 2 “He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 2 When they hurled their insults at him, he
did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted
himself to him who judges justly. * “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the
cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you
have been healed.”

Jesus, a willing substitute: John 10:17-18, 2 Corinthians 5:21

4, The Cross Turned SUFFERING And SHAME Into JOY

Hebrews 12:1b-2 (NIV) ... And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for
us, ? fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before
him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.

5. The Cross Appeared To Be DEFEAT, But It Was VICTORY

Luke 23:32-40, 44-46 (NIV) Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with
him to be executed. 33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified
him there, along with the criminals - one on his right, the other on his left. 3 Jesus
said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they
divided up his clothes by casting lots. * The people stood watching, and the rulers
even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s
Messiah, the Chosen One.” % The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They
offered him wine vinegar 3" and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”
38 There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.
... ®It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in
the afternoon, * for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn
in two. % Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands | commit my
spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.

Luke 24:1-6a (NIV) On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the
women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the
stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body
of the Lord Jesus. * While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in
clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. * In their fright the women
bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you
look for the living among the dead? € He is not here; he has risen...

Colossians 13b - 15 (NIV) ...God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our
sins, ¥ having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against
us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. ** And having
disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them,
triumphing over them by the cross.
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