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Twin Lakes Baptist Church,
originally known as the “Little
Brown Church by the Sea”,
began in 1890. It was situated
on 7th Avenue between “twin
lakes” — Schwan Lagoon and
Woods Lagoon, now the Santa
Cruz Yacht Harbor.

However, in the 1920s the
church is closed for eight years.
Then on March 30,1930, a
group of just eleven people
meets to restart the work. After
bills are paid to patch roofs and
fix windows, the church has
only 19 cents left in savings.

Dr. Roy Kraft starts as pastor in 1944 — and
will serve for nearly half a century.

New church facilities are built on 7th Avenue
in 1947 as the church increases from fifty
people to over a thousand by 1969.
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SERVICESMT(;?NII)AY - SUNDAY, AUG. 12,1973
ENTER THE SANCTU’:G i i wiin
Organ Prelude
Call To Worship

"'IFIdG STEP OF FAITH” REPORT
= ] AlT} 5 & i
ool el i b e thata% Il}s the culmination of about 10

s Barion Whose report pointed out th

“Benuinely appreciated.

NS’ MEETING, P:

Frida’___ T, Pastor
College Department to Am
Philathian Family Beach Pa

Kraft's office-—7:30 p.m.
—_—

erican River, Sacramento. Le
¥ 4 o esh
rty, Twin Lakes Beach—6:00 p

First Service at Twin Lakes

Dr. Roy Kraft, at left, in-

vites all members and

friends of Twin Lakes Bap-
tist Church to attend the
first service in the new
church home on Sunday at,
11 a.m. Sunday School is at
9:30 and the evening ser-
vice at 7 o’clock. The new

church plant has a seating
capacity of 1750. Future
events planned are an open
house September.9-and the
formal dedication
September 16. The plant
has been two years under
construction, according to
the pastor. It is located at
2701 Cabrillo College
Drive, Soquel, near
Cabrillo College.
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IRATTON BUILDING:

fices (will be divided into

£E

i future): Work Room, Sta

%R'go;n "Sﬂéiretaries' General Office, Lobby,
s

Men's and Women's Restrooms.

conditioned with 5
led by 5 thermo-

7 private of

5,000 sq. ft.. air-
roof-top units control

stats.

ge class-—

caini 4 lar
5,000 sq. ft., containing a 2

rooms, heated and ventilated by 4
top units. :

CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL (all buildings)

Concrete; adobe~-colored slumpstoneé walls;
antique red clay tile roofs.

Over 5,000 sq. yds. carpeting.

INVESTMENT: (as of 9/1/73)

Land, including 1and improvements $ iii,ggz
Land acquisition & development i 235'916
Buildings (Aver. $23 per sq. £t.) 5 33:591
Viater System e

Furnishings & fixtures .
Toral investment to date $1,811,26

ADDITIONAL BUILDINGS:

Model in Garden Entrance.

Approximately 60,000 sq. ft.

ther personnel.
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Pastor Paul Barto ~ ‘ ; - &
(including “future” worship pastor Dan Baker) o w5 7
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At right, the children’s choir “
and story time during the Christmas service '
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In the 1970s the church explodes with
growth on the new campus, adding a
conference center with seven meeting

spaces and a commercial kitchen:

Monschke Hall.

February 1979: Roy Kraft’s 35% year as

senior pastor is celebrated.

“Our ambition was not to build a big church
or a big work. I learned early on that people
don’t care too much about my politics —

they want spiritual food and love.

Love people and feed them the Word of God.

That is our ambition.” — Roy Kraft

66—Santa Cruz Sentinel — Sunday, February 18, 1979

His Focus: Love The:ﬁ, Feed Them

By BARBARA BURKLO
Sentinel Staff Writer

To say that Safeway
Stores lost a first-rate pros-
pective executive when Roy
Kraft left their grocery busi-
ness to enter the ministry
might be an accurate
statement.

Because Dr. Roy Kraft,
today cclebrating 35 years
as pastor of Twin . Lakes
Baptist Church, was early in
his life interested in’ busi-
ness, and did work for Safe-
way.

There will be a big an-
niversary celebration to-
night at 8:15 at the church,
and all those who have en-
joyed Dr. Kraft's church
and radio ministry through
the years are invited to at-
tend.

The past 35 years have
brought fulfillment to Dr.
Kraft, along with some dark
days and some continuing
dreams of the future. He has
seen the . church, .which,
when he entered its ministry
in 1944 had 50 members,
grow to its present 2,100
membership. He has seen
growth through numerous
expansion programs at the
7th Avenue location cul-
minate in a new building in
Aptos.

He has lost a minister son
and watched his other three
children mature in the faith.

And he has many dreams
and plans — some of which
are possibly not generally
known.

When Dr. Kraft and his
twin brother, Ralph, were
graduated from Wasco High
School, they went to work
for Safeway, where their
older brother already was
employed. Another brother
was a student in a Baptist

SO iIinart

way board there. He is now
retired.

Dr. Kratt met his future
wife, Jeannette, at Biola and
after graduation; the two
young ministers and their
wives embarked on a youth
evangelism ministry - that
took them all over the Unit-
ed States and Canada. Sev-
eral summers during that
period, they -operated the
grocery store at Mt.
Hermon. :

* When Dr. and Mrs. Kraft
began the ministry at Twin
Lakes Baptist Church in
1944, he says, **Our ambition
was not to build a big church
or a big work. I learned
early that people didn’t care
too much about my politics
or the books I read — they
wanted spiritual food and
love.

“Love people and feed
them the word of God — that
is what I believe is one of the
greatest needs today and
that is the advice I would
give young pastors.

“There is sos much that
could be done today — but
we don’t have enough
pastors. We have enough
‘great pulpiteers — who sit
behind desks and read and
study — but we are
desperately in need of ‘un-
dershepherds’ who would
love and feed the people —
spend time with them.”

Right from the first, Dr.
and Mrs. Kraft began having
home Bible studies along
with their church services
and the congregation steadi-
ly grew. A new church was
built at the old 7th Avenue
location in 1948, and addi-
tions followed.

Lorenzo Valley, which,
along with University Bap-
tist Church, had -been
founded earlier by the Twin
Lakes congregation.

“*When I had to tell David
he had cancer and that the
doctors ‘said he had no
hope, 'Dr. Kraft says, ‘‘he
asked me to come over to
his hospital bed and hug
him.

“Then he said, ‘Dad, 1
want to tell you that I love
you, and I want to thank you
for building a faith into me
for a time like this.’

I wouldn't take anything
for those statements. The
people of his church were so
good to him. He demon-
strated his love when he was
so ill, and often sent taped
messages out to his people.

“David was a scholar and
a musician — I really think
he would have done a fine
job in the ministry.”

The Kraft's two other
sons are Jim, an ordained
minister who runs the Twin
Lakes’ Camp Hammer and
who is described by his
tather as particularly sensi-
tive to the needs of young
and elderly persons; and
Dan, who owns Kraft's Body
Shop in Santa Cruz and who,

‘as a Christian layman, min-

isters on a one-to-one basis.
Their daughter, Ruth, is
married to a Baptist min-
ister in Lincoln City, Ore-
gon. The Krafts have 10
grandchildren.

Jeannette Kraft, accord-
ing to her husband, has the
ministry of being the
‘‘perfect homemaker.”

*‘She has been very sup-
portive of my work - no one

departed from the basics of
the Scriptures and have al-
lowed themselves to be
driven into lifestyles they
wouldn't accept if they were
really thinking. Mankind as
a whole today is looking for
a voice of authority -- a
guideline.”

Dr. Kraft has two dreams.

One, is to establish some
type of home for those
whom he terms, ‘throw-
aways’. *'You'd be surprised
how many young people
have been kicked out
thrown out of their homes,’
he says. ‘‘We are interested
in them. They have no place
to go. We would love to have
a place for them. Our church
has been given a 1,200 acre
ranch and we are consider-
ing using it for this kind of
ministry.”

The other dream is to
initiate a facility, perhaps
on the same ranch, where he
could take 25 couples at a
time for weekend retreats,
and give them instruction on
how to live happily together.

“We carry about 100 peo-
ple at a time, counseling
with our staff,”” he says.
*‘there are so many unhappy
homes, unhappy marriages.
and all the problems that
grow outof this. If we could
just take them to a retreat,
and perhaps have them re-
turn periodically, there is so
much that could be done.™

Returning to his feeling
for people, Dr. Kraft says,
“I like people and I like to
minister to people and I
don’t care about the hour of
the day. I like to be with
people when they need me.”

Above, Dr. and Mrs.
Roy Kraft at home.

"I learned early that-people
didn't care too much about my
politics or the books | read -
they wanted spiritual food and
love,” says Dr. Roy Kraft,
pastor of Twin Lakes Baptist
Church for 35 years, "I like
people and | like to minister
to people - and I don't care
about the hour of the
day. | like to be with people
_when they need me.”




An Invitation
The official Board, Staff and
Membership of |

Twiro bakes Baptist Churchs |

take great pleasure in inviting
our community to see our new
Activities Building :
here at
2701 Cabrillo College Drive, Aptos

e

Op

on
Sunday Afternoon

May 20, 1984
one-thirty to four-thirty

weRd

en House

16,758 square foot building housing full size
gym, two large classrooms, kitchen

and locker rooms

- New gym and fireside building
assists booming youth and college
ministry

- New preschool building spurs
growth of Children’s Enrichment
Center

- With every facility built on the
Aptos campus, the church also funds
a ministry facility in an under-
resourced country

Caption from the original 1981 news article:

AND THERE WAS LIGHT — a new youth musical about Jesus Christ,
will be presented Friday, March 27, at 7:30 p.m. at Twin Lakes Baptist
Church and soloists, from left, will be Coleen Moore, Gary Ifland, Andrea

e

Hammett and Mark Ifland, all of the church. Paul Barton will direct the presented Friday, March 27, o ul V" USical about Jesus Chist, vi . . L.
lett a fland, all of direct Soists,rom e, will b Cofna st i ks B Chrch g - Mid-County Christian School (later &
70-voice high school youth choir at the event, and other soloists will be Mark fland, ail of the church, poyy gocrc? 1o Anclrea Hommet ang ‘

. s . . i e event, an i the 70-voice h;, i
Ron and Karen Hughes. “...And There Was Light” is said to be melodic, Hughs. Weitn by Com pmr oo her scloists wil b o TLCS) begins

.. . . . . e e . dic, stirring, inspiratio | . .
stirring, inspirational and challenging. Public is invited. "rine, ispiratonal ond chaenging, publy “Where God guides, God provides.”
— Pastor Roy Kraft
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After 47 successful years, Roy Kraft retires as senior pastor, and 32-year old René Schlaepfer is
asked to take the reins. Music pastor Paul Barton retires after 50 years as Dan Baker begins his

music ministry. Every building on campus is refurbished or remodeled, and the church name is
shortened to Twin Lakes Church.

Santa Cruz Sentinel — Friday, June 22, 1990—E-5

Pastor’s retirement follows 47 dedicated years

Continued from Page E1

and to “love people and meet their needs. I wanted
?Qtt)g]e to enjoy rather than endure their Christian
aith.”

How, then, did the church get so big?

Church member Chris Jefferson said, “People are
gﬂg,ry to hear the message. It’s basic truth, not

Others credit Kraft’s vision and leadership, his per-
sonal qualities and managerial skills and the
church’s youth program.

The Rev. Marvin Webster is pastor of University
Baptist Church which, like Twin Lakes, is part of the
Conservative Baptist Association of America. “You
build the congregation,” said Webster, “then the con-
}glregation builds'the buildings. It’s a vision they

ave.”

Webster said that building a big church is not as
easy as it sounds. “If everybody could do it, they
would.” b

When he began, Kraft set himself a demanding
schedule, working 12-hour days. “I made it a policy
when I first started to have my car outside my study
before any of the layment went to work.” A

Pastoral counseling was also held important. “It
brings you right down to where people are hurting, to
where they need help.”

He preached two sermons every Sunday for the
first 20 years, then three a Sunday for the past 27
years, never repeating a sermon. He led three Bible
study groups a week. He broadcast the “Morning
Chimes” radio show on KSCO every day for 35 years.

Kraft’s handling of other staff members echo the

o SN T ) el Sk RPN AR Fe T+ (a0ks, LR e SR

Dan Coyro/Sentinel

Roy Kraft built the Twin Lakes complex.

250 children kindergarten through fifth grade, and its
daycare program, the church also runs Camp Ham-
mer in Boulder Creek. There’s a large sports pro-
gram, musical programs and many social activities.

Chris Jefferson said people with young families
ﬁLnd _youth‘ program a “good way to get their

HIS FAMILY
The Krafts had four children and 13 grandchildren.
David, the oldest, was pastor of the First Baptist
Church of San Lorenzo Valley before his death in
1973 of cancer. Daniel, 35, owns Kraft’s Body Shop,
which was started in the Kraft family driveway, with
Daniel’s cars “disemboweled all over the yard,” ac-

¢ || cording to his mother. James, 44, is a minister on the

v

Congregation first build its ‘Little Brown
Church” on Seventh Avenue.

Born in Kansas in 1914, Kraft moved in 1923 with
his family to a farm near Wasco which Ralph Kraft
said had ‘“‘sagebrush on three sides.” Milking cows
before and after school, he said, “We worked like
slaves.”

When Roy graduated from Bible college and began

staff of Twin Lakes for the last 20 years. Ruth Korch,
39, is married to a minister and lives in San Mateo.
RETIREMENT PLANS

Although Kraft said he wants to “quit while he’s
ahead,” his wife Jeannette said, “If he had his way,
he would like to drop dead behind the pulpit on a

il Sunday morning.”

After December, his son, the Rev. Jim Kraft, will be
executive pastor while the church’s search committee
looks for a new senior pastor.

The retiring pastor may do some senior citizen
retreats with his brother Ralph and he may travel to
Kansas to renew family ties.

He’ll continue his life-long hobby of reading. His
favorites are biographies, true adventures and Louis
L’Amour westerns.

But there’s another interest he’ll pursue after he
steps down from the pulpit. With his brother Ralph,
Kraft shares a long-time interest in trains.

Ralph recalls their first train ride in 1923, coming
to California, when he and Roy were nine years old.
“It was terribly exciting,” he said. “First the prairies
and then the tunnels. Roy and I counted the tunnels.”

Jeannette Kraft said that on train trips they have

taken through the years, “the real highlight was

Taking

the pulpit
to people

By DONNA KIMURA
Sentinel staff writer ld
PTOS — He’s a 32-year-o pas-
tof‘ from South Lake Tahoe Who
dared to hold church services In 2
casino. ; o
uses popular music, Newsp
pel;l(:aa‘ticlesp and slides to teach the
ospel.
; FI())rget the pulpit. He prefers a
hand-held microphone. : . g.;
' «My style is more oi a colle
profegsor than a pastor, but thg
message 1is reallydoge}r\‘:dg)ﬁa?lne .
ervative,” sai )
g(():ﬁaepfer, who is moving to Santa
Cruz County to lead one of the ar-
ea’s largest congregations. :

e will be the first new senior
palgtor in 50 years at ’1‘w1n‘Lakest
Baptist Church in Aptos. His firs
sermon will be Nov. 7.

“He’s going to make the c},xurqh
a little more contemporary, ‘§%‘}e
church leader Glen I_ﬂan@.
feel it is a new beginning n some

ways.”

Rene Schlaepfer
An unorthodox pastor

In Tahoe, he conducted tltxreei
services each week — two con g{l‘
porary services with modernt s
sic and one that was more tr

i with hymns.
tmg:\}eral musicians from the local
Jounges perform at the_church.
“What'’s important is the mes-
sage,” he said. “I don’t want to
keep people away because of the
A Schlaepfer’s
n avid music fan, Schiaepi€
CDA collection includes everything
from Christian music to Peruvian
marimba bands.

July 11, 1993

To The Members of Twin Lakes Baptist Church,

We are pleased to convey to you this packet of information
regarding our search for a senior pastor and our recommendation of a
candidate for your consideration. We trust you will be both
enlightened and encouraged by this material.

Our candidate is Rene Charles Schlaepfer. He is presently
serving as pastor of pulpit ministries at Sierra Community Church in
South Lake Tahoe. Rene has received the unanimous endorsement of
both the Pastoral Search Committee and the Twin Lakes Board of
Directors. Rene and his wife Laurie will be with us from August 8
through August 11 and will share with us in both services on Sunday,
August 8, and in an evening service on Wednesday, August 11.

Rene and Pastor Dan together are planning the worship services.
Rene will preach in both services on Sunday and will share his
testimony and philosophy of ministry on Wednesday evening. As
time permits Wednesday evening, Rene will respond to questions
submitted in writing to the church office prior to that Wednesday.
Rene and Laurie wish to meet with as many of the Twin Lakes family
as possible during their time with us. A schedule of smaller group
meetings and social gatherings will be made available soon.

A business meeting of the church will be held after the Sunday
evening service on August 15. At that time the membership will
vote on the following recommendation from the board of directors:

"It is recommended that Twin Lakes Baptist Church extend
a call to Rene Charles Schlaepfer to fill the position of
Senior Pastor."

- - - =
Re‘té Schlaepfer’s first sermon at
'ni:amn November 7,1993

———————
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Christmas Concerts at Twin Lakes Church brought up to
brillo Colleae Stadium | _ 18,000 people from the community every year
L

all three se es gtherduring the 2008
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“We Christians need to be loving, constructive examples in our communities. Thank you for
consistently fostering this... ‘TLC’ is no mere acronym!”

Remodeled auditorium

2000: Auditorium reopens
after year-long remodel

2007: First major TLC fall
food drive. Over next 15 b s ;
o ’6 B Ye-ars, ove-:r 13 million meals | ; e * i ¢ V rwﬁoi;;‘ 42
ncruzmosivieniocou Will be raised for Second Lo ‘
rey » 662 Harvest Food Bank

2008: Massive “All
Together” service at Cabrillo
College kicks off first-ever
church book series. Over the
next 15 years, 15 TLC books
including Chasing David and
Grace Immersion will reach
readers and church groups
around the globe
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Harvest Food Bank and its network of more th

Venue ser rﬁflonschke Hall

2011: Twin Lakes Christian School
enrollment doubles; expands from
K-6 to include middle school

2013: Congregation pledges funds

to build 2020 Vision phase 1:
Three-story children’s education
center, plus classrooms and clinic at
Little Flock Children’s Home in India

2018: Church pledges funds for
Phase 2: New coffee house and
college ministry center, and new
church facilities near Naples, Italy

2020: The Covid-19 pandemic
begins, yet ministry never stops. In
fact, it grows in remarkable ways.
The food drive raises enough for over
2 million meals. 33 new positions

are filled during the pandemic,

from teachers to tutors to daycare
workers. Online ministry explodes,
with 187 different countries watching
TLC videos. People’s Pantry serves
over 6,000 people. Over $700,000

is given to mission partners. Our IT
team helps install livestreaming and
internet hardware for other churches
in the county. TLC helps purchase
land for new church in Zambia
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As we look toward the future, we hope our People’s Pantry food distribution, grief ; Blueprints for the planned Community Outreach Center
to complete the original master plan for support groups, recovery groups, plus many MORCAN

the Aptos campus with a much-needed Bible classes. Our goal is to raise pledges in

Community Outreach Center in place of early 2024 and open the building in late 2026.

the current modular buildings. This would On the cover of one of the first church bulletins

provide a permanent home for many of from Pastor Kraft’s era in the 1940s was a

our most fruitful ministries, including saying that stayed on the bulletin for decades:

TWIN
LAKES
CHURCH

To all who mourn and need comfort; to all who are weary and need
rest; to all who are friendless and need friendship; to all who are
lonely and want companionship; to all who sin and need a Saviour;

and to whosoever will,—this church opens wide its doors and in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ says: “WELCOME.”

Those words are still true today. And I pray they will be true for as long as TLC exists.
— René Schlaepfer Twin Lakes Baptist Church bulletin from 1973



Since Twin Lakes Church moved to its Aptos campus in 1973, over 3,000 people
have been baptized. Over 200 people have gone into full-time ministry as
pastors and missionaries. Over 50,000 children have heard the gospel at church,
school, or camp. Over 13 million meals have been provided through our food
drives. With each building on the TLC campus, a facility was also built on the
mission field in an under-resourced country, including churches,
orphanages, schools, and clinics. As we look toward the future, we hope
to complete the original master plan with a Community Outreach Center,
providing a permanent home for many of our most fruitful ministries,
including People’s Pantry and recovery groups.

To God be the glory!

TWIN
LAKES
CHURCH

2701 CABRILLO COLLEGE DRIVE, APTOS, CALIFORNIA, 95003
WWW.TLC.ORG



