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T W I N  L A K E S  C H U R C H 5 0  Y E A R S  I N  A P T O S

1890–1969
7th Avenue History

Twin Lakes Baptist Church, 
originally known as the “Little 
Brown Church by the Sea”, 
began in 1890. It was situated 
on 7th Avenue between “twin 
lakes” — Schwan Lagoon and 
Woods Lagoon, now the Santa 
Cruz Yacht Harbor. 

However, in the 1920s the 
church is closed for eight years. 
Then on March 30, 1930, a 
group of just eleven people 
meets to restart the work. After 
bills are paid to patch roofs and 
fix windows, the church has 
only 19 cents left in savings.

The “Little Brown Church by the Sea”The “Little Brown Church by the Sea”

The original congregationThe original congregation

Dr. Roy Kraft starts as pastor in 1944 — and Dr. Roy Kraft starts as pastor in 1944 — and 
will serve for nearly half a century.will serve for nearly half a century.

New church facilities are built on 7th Avenue New church facilities are built on 7th Avenue 
in 1947 as the church increases from fifty in 1947 as the church increases from fifty 
people to over a thousand by 1969.people to over a thousand by 1969.
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1965–1970
Planning to Build

Aerial view of the Aptos campus before constructionAerial view of the Aptos campus before construction

Congregation gathered for the groundbreaking ceremonyCongregation gathered for the groundbreaking ceremony Pastor Kraft onsite during the first phase of constructionPastor Kraft onsite during the first phase of construction

Pastor Kraft at the groundbreakingPastor Kraft at the groundbreaking

1965: Church committee recommends relocation from 7th Ave.

1967: During a leadership retreat at Mission Springs, the first 
suggestion is made to locate near Cabrillo College. 

1970: After some initial reluctance, congregation votes by 10:1 
margin to relocate.

“It would be utterly ridiculous for anyone to think that this is the 
work of human effort. It takes a lot of human effort. But I believe 
there is only one explanation for the favor that we enjoy and that 
is it has pleased God to put his hand of blessing upon us.”

— Pastor Roy Kraft
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1973
The
Big Step
of Faith

Auditorium constructionAuditorium construction

Construction of the Administration buildingConstruction of the Administration building

After years of planning, the first three buildings 
on the Twin Lakes Aptos campus opened Fall 1973.

“How thrilled we were to move into this place. 
What a vast difference between this and the Little 
Brown Church. But the most important thing is not 
our plans or these buildings. I want you to know 
that we are primarily concerned that we shall here 
always sound forth these six notes: The grace of 
God, the liberty that is ours in the gospel, fellowship 
with one another and with Christ, the peace God 
calls us to, the sanctification of our lives, and  
the glory Jesus Christ brings into our lives now.”

— Pastor Roy Kraft,  
first sermon at Aptos campus, August 12, 1973
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1973–1979
A New Home

In the 1970s the church explodes with 
growth on the new campus, adding a 
conference center with seven meeting 
spaces and a commercial kitchen: 
Monschke Hall.

February 1979: Roy Kraft’s 35th year as 
senior pastor is celebrated.

“Our ambition was not to build a big church 
or a big work. I learned early on that people 
don’t care too much about my politics — 
they want spiritual food and love.  
Love people and feed them the Word of God. 
That is our ambition.”    — Roy Kraft

Pastor Paul Barton and the “Chosen Generation” in 1974 Pastor Paul Barton and the “Chosen Generation” in 1974 
(including “future” worship pastor Dan Baker)(including “future” worship pastor Dan Baker)

At right, the children’s choir  
and story time during the Christmas service

The new Monschke Hall conference centerThe new Monschke Hall conference center
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1980s
Building Community

Damage to the Auditorium being repaired Damage to the Auditorium being repaired 
after the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquakeafter the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake

Caption from the original 1981 news article:

AND THERE WAS LIGHT — a new youth musical about Jesus Christ, 
will be presented Friday, March 27, at 7:30 p.m. at Twin Lakes Baptist 
Church and soloists, from left, will be Coleen Moore, Gary Ifland, Andrea 
Hammett and Mark Ifland, all of the church. Paul Barton will direct the 
70-voice high school youth choir at the event, and other soloists will be 
Ron and Karen Hughes. “…And There Was Light” is said to be melodic, 
stirring, inspirational and challenging. Public is invited.

• New gym and fireside building 
assists booming youth and college 
ministry

• New preschool building spurs 
growth of Children’s Enrichment 
Center

• With every facility built on the 
Aptos campus, the church also funds 
a ministry facility in an under- 
resourced country

• Mid-County Christian School  (later 
TLCS) begins 

“Where God guides, God provides.”
— Pastor Roy Kraft

Construction of the gymnasium in 1983, Construction of the gymnasium in 1983, 
originally called the “Activities Building”originally called the “Activities Building”
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1990s
Passing the Torch Praying over René and Laurie SchlaepferPraying over René and Laurie Schlaepfer

Pastors René Schlaepfer and Roy KraftPastors René Schlaepfer and Roy Kraft

The Schlaepfer family on Dedication WeekendThe Schlaepfer family on Dedication Weekend

René Schlaepfer’s first sermon at  René Schlaepfer’s first sermon at  
Twin Lakes on November 7, 1993Twin Lakes on November 7, 1993

After 47 successful years, Roy Kraft retires as senior pastor, and 32-year old René Schlaepfer is 
asked to take the reins. Music pastor Paul Barton retires after 50 years as Dan Baker begins his 
music ministry. Every building on campus is refurbished or remodeled, and the church name is 
shortened to Twin Lakes Church.
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2000s
Serving the Community

Bringing all three services together during the 2008 Bringing all three services together during the 2008 
“All Together” service at the Cabrillo College Stadium“All Together” service at the Cabrillo College Stadium

2000: Auditorium reopens 
after year-long remodel

2007: First major TLC fall 
food drive. Over next 15 
years, over 13 million meals 
will be raised for Second 
Harvest Food Bank

2008: Massive “All 
Together” service at Cabrillo 
College kicks off first-ever 
church book series. Over the 
next 15 years, 15 TLC books 
including Chasing David and 
Grace Immersion will reach 
readers and church groups 
around the globe

Christmas Concerts at Twin Lakes Church brought up to Christmas Concerts at Twin Lakes Church brought up to 
13,000 people from the community every year13,000 people from the community every year

“We Christians need to be loving, constructive examples in our communities. Thank you for  
consistently fostering this… ‘TLC’ is no mere acronym!”

Remodeled auditoriumRemodeled auditorium
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2011: Twin Lakes Christian School 
enrollment doubles; expands from 
K-6 to include middle school

2013: Congregation pledges funds 
to build 2020 Vision phase 1: 
Three-story children’s education 
center, plus classrooms and clinic at 
Little Flock Children’s Home in India

2018: Church pledges funds for  
Phase 2: New coffee house and 
college ministry center, and new 
church facilities near Naples, Italy

2020: The Covid-19 pandemic 
begins, yet ministry never stops. In 
fact, it grows in remarkable ways.  
The food drive raises enough for over 
2 million meals. 33 new positions 
are filled during the pandemic, 
from teachers to tutors to daycare 
workers. Online ministry explodes, 
with 187 different countries watching 
TLC videos. People’s Pantry serves 
over 6,000 people. Over $700,000 
is given to mission partners. Our IT 
team helps install livestreaming and 
internet hardware for other churches 
in the county. TLC helps purchase 
land for new church in Zambia

2010–2023
The Vision Continues

The grand opening in 2021 of the new college center and community coffeehouse, “Loft Coffee”The grand opening in 2021 of the new college center and community coffeehouse, “Loft Coffee”

CCongregation pledges funds to build  ongregation pledges funds to build  
“2020 Vision” building campaign“2020 Vision” building campaign

In March 2020, the Covid-19 pandemic prompts a move In March 2020, the Covid-19 pandemic prompts a move 
first to livestream and then outdoor services.first to livestream and then outdoor services.

The church campus is opened to hundreds of The church campus is opened to hundreds of 
fire evacuees in 2020fire evacuees in 2020

Launch of “TLC en Español” in 2022, led by pastor Julian PizarroLaunch of “TLC en Español” in 2022, led by pastor Julian Pizarro

Venue service in Monschke HallVenue service in Monschke Hall

Placing the beam on the children’s Placing the beam on the children’s 
ministry building in April 2015, ministry building in April 2015, 
completed in 2016completed in 2016
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Blueprints for the planned Community Outreach CenterAs we look toward the future, we hope 
to complete the original master plan for 
the Aptos campus with a much-needed 
Community Outreach Center in place of 
the current modular buildings. This would 
provide a permanent home for many of 
our most fruitful ministries, including 

Into the Future

Pastors Paul Barton, Dan Baker, and Trent Smith on Trent’s first day as TLC’s worship pastorPastors Paul Barton, Dan Baker, and Trent Smith on Trent’s first day as TLC’s worship pastor

Twin Lakes Baptist Church bulletin from 1973

our People’s Pantry food distribution, grief 
support groups, recovery groups, plus many 
Bible classes. Our goal is to raise pledges in 
early 2024 and open the building in late 2026.

On the cover of one of the first church bulletins 
from Pastor Kraft’s era in the 1940s was a 
saying that stayed on the bulletin for decades:

Those words are still true today. And I pray they will be true for as long as TLC exists.

— René Schlaepfer



2701 CABRILLO COLLEGE DRIVE, APTOS, CALIFORNIA, 95003
WWW.TLC.ORG

Since Twin Lakes Church moved to its Aptos campus in 1973, over 3,000 people 
have been baptized. Over 200 people have gone into full-time ministry as 

pastors and missionaries. Over 50,000 children have heard the gospel at church, 
school, or camp. Over 13 million meals have been provided through our food 
drives. With each building on the TLC campus, a facility was also built on the 

mission field in an under-resourced country, including churches,  
orphanages, schools, and clinics. As we look toward the future, we hope 

to complete the original master plan with a Community Outreach Center, 
providing a permanent home for many of our most fruitful ministries,  

including People’s Pantry and recovery groups. 

To God be the glory!


