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Ordinary Time

We are now in Ordinary Time—the period between Pentecost and Advent, and the 
longest season of the church year. In liturgical terms, "Ordinary" does not mean 
commonplace; rather, it derives from the Latin for "ordered" or "numbered" time, 
referencing how these weeks are counted. This season represents the structured, 

day-to-day rhythm of Christian living, guiding us in our walk with Jesus between 
the major feasts and fasts of the church calendar.
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Dear Friends,

What a summer it has been so far! Amidst life-giving worship; joyful fellowship; creative planning 
for the upcoming program year; outreach at Mary’s Kitchen, sharing in Vacation Bible School 
with our partner churches in the community, final preparations for a return mission trip to Glory 
Ridge in Madison County, NC, and MUCH more; we have also continued taking exciting steps in 
the final RISE with JOY project of  this first phase: the parking lot off  of  Rountree Street! We are 
still quite a ways out from groundbreaking, but the process is indeed underway!

Now, in just a few short weeks, many of  us will be shifting our rhythms of  life from what was 
possible during the summer time to make way for school and work in a new year. This is a very 
important time. In the coming days, you will be sorting out many various activities that are vying 
for your time, attention, and energy, and I pray that we will all see this new season to be the 
incredible gift that it is to enrich our spiritual lives and community of  faith. This BellRinger offers 
many such opportunities for you to consider - and more will come in our weekly emails and 
bulletins. Some will be familiar to you, others will be new offerings and you’ll have questions - 
please ask! Some may be ministries that you’ve engaged in personally, or witnessed from a 
distance, or felt the blessings of  more directly. The St. Mary’s Church family is called to be a 
community that helps folks in this sort of  discernment and offers friendship to accompany us in
living out the life of  faith. This gives us great JOY!

I am holding you, dear reader, in my prayers as this new season approaches. Please make plans to 
celebrate the beginning of  this season with a special Homecoming Sunday at which time we will 
observe the Feast of  St. Mary followed by a pot-luck luncheon on Sunday, September 13! And 
please reach out to me or any of  the ministry leaders noted with any questions you may have.

JOIN THE NEW EfM CLASS
Starting in September 2026

Do you want to deepen your Christian faith, learn how to articulate that 
faith, and let that faith inspire you into action? Then join Education for 
Ministry!   More than bible study, EfM participants read and discuss 
the Old Testament (year 1), the NewTestament (year 2), Church history 
(year 3), and theology (year 4). (You do not have to commit to all four 
program years nor complete in four years.) Through study, prayer, and 
reflection, a trained mentor facilitates small group discussions and 
guides participants to examine life through an increasingly informed 
and inspired theological lens. St. Mary’s offers a cohort session of EfM 
with a virtual 2-hour meeting every Tuesday from 6:30pm to 8:30pm. 
We will also meet in person once a month. Please contact Dennis 
Tracz (dtracz@gmail.com)

From the Rector
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News at St. Mary’sThe Episcopal Church
α

In the Anglican Communion
A global community of 80 million Anglicans in

38 member provinces/churches.

α

In the United States
A community of 1.9 million members in 118

dioceses in the Americas and abroad.
Established in 1788.

Presiding Bishop
The Most Rev. Sean Rowe
Episcopal Church Center

815 2nd Avenue
New York, N.Y.  10017 212-716-6000

www.episcopalchurch.org

α

In the Diocese of East Carolina
A community of more than 15,000

communicants in 70 churches.
Founded in 1883.

The Rt. Rev. Sarah Fisher, Bishop
Diocesan Office, 705 Doctors Dr.

P.O. Box 1336, Kinston, NC 28503
Tel: 252-522-0885
Fax: 252-523-5272

www.diocese-eastcarolina.org
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St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
“Serving with JOY!!

Jesus First,

Others Second,

Yourself Last”

800 Rountree Street
Kinston, NC 28501-3655

Tel: 252-523-6146
Fax: 252-523-5134

www.stmaryskinston.com

Rector The Rev’d Thomas P.H. Warren
Sr. Warden Mr. Corey Fader
Jr. Warden Mr. Richard Crumbacker
Parish Administrator Mrs. Lori Kelly
Minister of Music Mr. Sam Holt
Communications Director Ms Judy Johnson
Mary’s Kitchen Executive Director Mr. Richard Crumbacker
Administrative Assistant Mrs. Lisa Maxwell

From the Parish Registry
Births

Carmen Minshew
June 12, 2026

Citlali Curiel Torres
August 7, 2926

Burial
Randy Spaugh
July 26, 2026

Join friends from church on Saturday, September 12 for a 
4pm showing at the Martin Marietta Center for the Performing 
Arts. This international hit offers a faithful stage adaptation of 
Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters, following Screwtape, a senior 
tempter in Hell, as he schemes to capture the soul of an 
unsuspecting human on earth and reveals spiritual warfare in 
vivid, humorous and powerful ways.  The Screwtape Letters 
run time is 90 minutes with no intermission. It is 
recommended for ages 13 and older, and children under age 
4 are not admitted.  If ten or more participate, tickets will be 
$60 plus any taxes/fees.  Let Fr. Tom know if you’re 
interested!

THEATRE FIELD TRIP 
 THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS
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More News at St. Mary’s

Email  Sherry Tanner with quest ions
stanner@stmaryskinston.com. Scan the QR 
code to sign up to host.

ECW EMF

Sunday Serving Schedule
The current serving 
schedule will end on 
August 31. NOW is 
the time to enter all 
dates on which you 
are unable to serve 
from September 1-November 30 using 
the Ministry Scheduler app on your 
smartphone or by logging in from your 
computer at http://rotundasoftware.
com/ministry/stmarys kinston. If  you 
have problems, Gerry Fox will be glad 
to assist you - just reach out to him at
gfoxjr@gmail.com.



MINISTRIES

FORWARD DAY BY 
DAY

The August-October 
edition of Forward 
Day by Day in small 
or large print is 
available now! Pick 
up your copy in 
person or call the 
church office for one 
to be mailed to you.
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Church Ministry Spotlights
THE VESTRY - YOUR ELECTED CHURCH LEADERS

BUT WHO ARE THEY AND WHAT DO THEY DO?
A vestry is a key governing body in the Episcopal Church, composed of elected lay members. Vestry members are usually elected 
at the annual parish meeting. The presiding officer of the vestry is the rector. There are usually two wardens. The senior warden 
leads the parish in the absence of a rector and is a support person for the rector. The junior warden often has responsibility for 
church property and buildings. A treasurer and a secretary or clerk may also be chosen. The basic responsibilities of the vestry 
are to help define and articulate the mission of the congregation; to support the church’s mission by word and deed, to select the 
rector, to ensure effective organization and planning, and to manage resources and finances. Your current vestry members are: 
Corey Fader (Sr. Warden), Richard Crumbacker (Jr. Warden), Judy Johnson (Clerk), Rob Bizzell, Frances Herring, Randy 
Spaugh, Sarah Warner, Kay Turner, Harry Wooten, Heather Mintz, Mark Moore, and Sarah Weeks  The position of treasurer is 
currently held by Jess Edwards, an ad hoc member of the vestry (pictured below in listed order).

In order to effectively manage all the many activities of the church, the vestry has divied up the duties into various committies.  
The following leadership roles have been determined: Worship - Kay Turner, Chair with Frances Herring and Randy Spaugh 
assisting; Christian Formation for Adults - Randy Spaugh, Chair with Sarah Warner assisting; Christian Formation for 
Children & Youth - Heather Mintz, Chair with Mark Moore assisting; Fellowship - Richard Crumbacker, Chair with Heather Mintz 
assisting; Outreach - Sarah Warner, Chair with Mark Moore assisting; Pastoral Care - Sarah Weeks, Chair with Kay Turner 
assisting; Administration/Personnel - Corey Fader, Chair with Heather Mintz assisting; Finance - Rob Bizzell, Chair with Corey 
Fader assisting; Long Range Planning - Frances Herring, Chair (Committee also includes current and most recent Sr & Jr 
Wardens, plus 2 at-large positions that will be Harry Wooten and Judy Johnson); Capital Campaign Committee - Heather Mintz, 

Worship - Encourage all worshippers to join in seasonal 
conversations about our liturgies and support the clergy, 
Minister of Music, Altar Guild, and all liturgical ministries as 
needed.

Christian Formation (Children & Youth) - Participate in and 
support the coordination and planning of Christian Formation 
ministries, including occasional meetings to prepare for various 
seasons and events.

Christian Formation (Adults) - Encourage all members of the 
community to join in seasonal conversations about Christian 
Formation topics and programs to offer.  Plan and support the 
leaders of our Sunday morning, Wednesday evening, and 
occasional other programs (i.e., Alpha).

Fellowship - Plan and support joyful events that allow our 
congregation to better get to know one another and to 
encourage our congregation’s growth in Christian faith. This 
includes Wednesday evening meal coordination and baptismal 
receptions.

Outreach - Connect with, and support as needed, the many lay 
leaders of St. Mary’s who are already actively leading a wide 
variety of outreach ministries.  The Chair will support outreach 
initiatives as they arise, coordinate teams to serve at Mary's 
Kitchen on the 4 Saturdays assigned to the church throughout 
the year, lead the selection of a Lenten Almsgiving focus for our 
community, and call at least one meeting  to determine how 
Endowment Outreach funds will be distributed.

Pastoral Care - Respond to the pastoral care needs of our 
community.  This includes connecting with ministry leaders to  
ensure that they are adequately supported: Baptismal Ministry, 
ECW, Cherished Members Luncheons, Reception Ministry, 
Flower Ministry, Prayer Shawl Ministry, Food Ministry.

Administration/Personnel - Partner with the Rector in 
overseeing all personnel matters of the Parish to include 
Ministry, Office, Childcare, & Building & Grounds staff.  
Occasionally, this will also include involvement with St. Mary's 
Nursery School and Mary's Kitchen..

Finance - Monthly review of parish financial reports, leading 
monthly meetings at 5:30pm prior to Vestry meetings, and 
partnering with the Parish Administrator, Treasurer, Trustees, & 
Rector on the management of parish financial matters.

Long Range Planning - Facilitate the implementation of the 
church’s Organizational Statements through periodic review of 
the Long Range Plan Goals & Strategies, oversight of any Task 
Groups, and communicating with the vestry regarding Long 
Range Planning work.

Capital Campaign - Work towards funding the long range 
projects, be an advocate for the projects, carefully articulating 
what they are, lead the Capital Campaign Committee. track 
project cash flow and encourage pledge payments

COMMITTEES
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Children, Youth, & Families @ St. Mary’s



St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
800 Rountree Street
Kinston, NC 28501-3655

SUNDAYS
(Staffed childcare available 10:15am-Noon)

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist: Rite 1 in the All Saints’ Chapel
10:30 am - Holy Eucharist: Rite 2 in the Church

(livestreamed to YouTube and shared on Facebook)
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS

8:30 am - Morning Prayer in the All Saints’ Chapel
9:30 am - Contemplative Prayer (Tues. in the Church/Thurs. in the Chapel)

WEDNESDAYS
7:00 am - Men’s Prayer & Bible Group in Moseley Hall5:30 pm in the Junior Faith Academy Room

ST. MARY’S VESTRY

Senior Warden – Corey Fader
Junior Warden – Richard Crumbacker

Clerk – Judy Johnson
Treasurer – Jess Edwards

2026
Richard Crumbacker

Corey Fader
Kay Turner

2027
Rob Bizzell

Frances Herring
Sarah Warner
Harry Wooten

2028
Judy Johnson
Heather Mintz
Mark Moore
Sarah Weeks


