
Reisterstown United Methodist Church
250th Anniversary Memories Questionnaire
1. About You
Name                                                                         
Years you were a member or regularly attended                                                                           
How did you first become connected with Reisterstown United Methodist Church?                                                                                                                                                                          
What family members have been connected with the church?
What church activities, committees, ministries, or organizations were you involved in?                                                   
2. Your Earliest Memories
What is your earliest memory of Reisterstown United Methodist Church?
What do you remember about your first visit to the church?
Who were some of the people who made you feel welcome?
What do you remember about the church building when you first attended?
What was different about the church then compared with today?
3. People Who Made a Difference
Which pastors do you remember? What stands out about them?
Who were some church members who had a lasting impact on you?
Do you remember a Sunday School teacher, youth leader, choir director, organist, pastor, trustee, or other person who made a special difference in your life?
Who were the people who seemed to “hold the church together”?
Is there someone whose contributions to the church deserve to be remembered?
4. Worship and Church Traditions
What do you remember about Sunday worship when you attended?
What hymns, songs, prayers, or worship traditions do you remember?
Were there special worship services or celebrations that stand out in your memory?
What Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving, or other holiday traditions do you remember?
Were there traditions that are no longer part of church life?
What do you remember about Communion services?
What do you remember about weddings, baptisms, funerals, or other special services?
5. Children and Youth
What do you remember about Sunday School?
What activities did children participate in?
What do you remember about Vacation Bible School?
What youth groups or activities were available?
Do you remember youth trips, retreats, mission trips, plays, concerts, or other events?
What was it like being a young person at the church?
6. Music and the Arts
Who were some memorable choir directors, organists, musicians, or singers?
What choirs or musical groups do you remember?
What concerts or special musical programs stand out in your memory?
Are there particular songs, performances, or musical traditions you remember?
Do you have any memories or stories about the church’s organ, piano, choir, or other musical instruments?
7. Fellowship and Church Activities
What church dinners, suppers, festivals, fundraisers, or social events do you remember?
What was the most memorable church picnic or fellowship event?
Do you remember special plays, pageants, coffeehouses, bazaars, fairs, or other events?
What food or recipes do you associate with the church?
Were there humorous or unusual events that people still talk about?
8. Outreach and Mission
What mission projects do you remember?
How did the church serve the Reisterstown community?
Were there particular organizations, families, or causes the church supported?
Do you remember mission trips or special service projects?
Is there an outreach effort that you believe deserves to be remembered?
9. The Church and the Community
How has the church changed as the Reisterstown community has changed?
What do you remember about the neighborhood surrounding the church?
What role did the church play in the community when you were involved?
Were important community events held at the church?
How did the church respond to important events or difficult times in the community?
10. Changes to the Church
What major changes to the church building do you remember?
What additions, renovations, or improvements stand out in your memory?
Do you remember when particular rooms or facilities were added or changed?
What changes in worship or church organization do you remember?
What changes in church membership or attendance have you observed?
What is something about the “old church” that you wish people today could experience?
11. Stories We Should Not Lose
What is your favorite memory of Reisterstown United Methodist Church?
What is the funniest thing you remember happening at church?
What is the most unusual thing you remember?
Was there ever an unexpected event during a worship service or church activity?
What church story was told over and over?
Is there a story about a church member that should be preserved for future generations?
What is something that might not appear in the official church history, but you believe people should know?
12. Looking Back and Looking Forward
What has Reisterstown United Methodist Church meant to you personally?                                                                                        
What do you think makes this church special?
What do you hope future generations will remember about this church?
If you could give one message to the members celebrating the church’s 300th anniversary, what would you say?
In one sentence, how would you describe your memories of Reisterstown United Methodist Church?
13. Anything Else?
Is there anything else you remember about the church, its people, its activities, or its history that we haven’t asked about?


Our/My memories of Reisterstown United Methodist Church:






















I give Reisterstown United Methodist Church permission to use the information, stories, photographs, and other materials I provide for church historical purposes, including the 250th anniversary celebration, anniversary publications, displays, presentations, archives, website, social media, or other church historical materials.
Name:                                                                                           
Signature:                                                                                           
Date:                                                                                           
Preferred contact information:                                                                                           
Phone:                                                                       
Email:                                                                       

