
 
 August 24, 2025      	            		  Season Of Pentecost



ORDER of WORSHIP
THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

Prelude		           
     
			         
Welcome and Announcements	 		     
    
 
*Call to Worship  				                        from Psalm 103
Leader: 	 Bless the Lord, with all of our souls, we remember 	
		  what God has done.
People: 	 The Lord forgives our corruption and heals our 	
		  diseases.  
Leader: 	 The Holy One saves us from the pit, and crowns us 	
		  with steadfast love and mercy. 
People: 	 God satisfies us with good things, so that our youth 	
		  is renewed like the eagle’s. 
Leader: 	 The Lord gives pardons and justice to all those who 	
		  are oppressed.
People: 	 God is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 	
		  abounding in steadfast love. Let us worship God!  
	

(Music for the hymns is in the back of the bulletin.)

*Opening Hymn 		         Praise, My Soul, The God of Heaven	
						                                (v1, v3, v4) 
                                                                                                   

Prayer of Confession
God of grace, as we prepare for the fall, the children begin school, 
and our work takes on a different pace, forgive us for all of the 
times when we refuse to stop working. Have mercy on us, when 
we think that if we work harder then we will prove our worth. 
Be with us when we try to get validation from people who can 
never be pleased. Give us grace when we become motivated 
by greed. Remind us that we have limits. Our bodies, souls, and 
earth need to refrain from producing constantly. And assure us 
that our worth and value come from being loved, as your children. 
Through your Spirit, we pray. Amen.

(A moment of silence is observed.)



Assurance of Pardon    
Leader:  	 Friends, believe the good news!              
People:  	 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.   

*Congregational Response 	 	       
You alone can rescue,
You alone can save,

You alone can lift us from the grave;
You came down to find us, led us out of death,

To you alone belongs the highest praise,
Amen.         

*Passing of the Peace 
Leader: 	 May the peace of Christ be with you. 
People: 	 And also with you.

(You may pass the peace to one another.)

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Children’s Message
 
Prayer for Illumination				            
God of grace, help us to rest. In this time, reorient our lives toward 
your rhythm, priorities, and love. Amen.

First Scripture Reading			                         Isaiah 58:9-14
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
    you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.”
If you remove the yoke from among you,
    the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
if you offer your food to the hungry
    and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
    and your gloom be like the noonday.



The Lord will guide you continually
    and satisfy your needs in parched places
    and make your bones strong,
and you shall be like a watered garden,
    like a spring of water
    whose waters never fail.
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
    you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
    the restorer of streets to live in.
If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath,
    from pursuing your own interests on my holy day;
if you call the Sabbath a delight
    and the holy day of the Lord honorable;
if you honor it, not going your own ways,
    serving your own interests or pursuing your own affairs;
then you shall take delight in the Lord,
    and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth;
I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob,
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 

Leader: 	 This is the word of the Lord. 
People: 	 Thanks be to God.

Second Scripture Reading                                                Luke 13:10-17
Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 
And just then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had 
crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite 
unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, he called her over 
and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” When he 
laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began 
praising God. But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because 
Jesus had cured on the Sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There 
are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days 
and be cured and not on the Sabbath day.” But the Lord answered 
him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath 
untie his ox or his donkey from the manger and lead it to water? 



And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan 
bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on 
the Sabbath day?” When he said this, all his opponents were put 
to shame, and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful 
things being done by him.

Leader: 	 This is the word of the Lord. 
People: 	 Thanks be to God.

Sermon					                              Keep It Holy 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*Affirmation of Faith 	               from the Brief Statement of Faith            
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer 
of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free 
to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us 
together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our 
faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the 
Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us 
with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women 
and men to all ministries of the church.
In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray 
without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord 
and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear 
the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for 
justice, freedom, and peace.

The Gifts of Our Tithes and Offering
	 Invitation to Offering
	 Offertory                  
	 *Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ all people here below;

Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God whom we adore.
       	          Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 			 
			       	     Amen!



  
*Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving  

  Prayers of the People  

	 Joys and Concerns	   	

	 The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.  

 GOING FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD

*Closing Hymn                                 The King of Love My Shepherd Is	
			                                                            (v1, v2, v3)

*Benediction

*Postlude 					         	  

As our time of worship comes to an end, our time of service begins.
We are the church, sent out in Jesus’ name,

to be Christ’s body in the world. 
 

***********************

WORSHIP LEADER 
Melissa Dewhurst



ANNOUNCEMENTS   

WELCOME TO THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF MADISON!  
We’d love for you to join us in our activities, so please fill in the 
Welcome Card, which can be found in your pew, to give us contact 
information. 

WHILE YOU WORSHIP WITH US:
•	 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - Please write your request for 

prayers to be included in the service in the book on the podium 
found at the center entrance of the sanctuary. You’ll also have a 
chance to share them during the service.

•	 THE LORD’S SUPPER is celebrated on the first Sunday of the 
month.

•	 FOR YOUNG ONES - Although children are always welcome in 
worship, nursery care for children from six months through three 
years of age is provided in our playroom in the Parish House. 
Please ask an usher to direct you.

•	 JOINING OUR CONGREGATION - Classes are offered for those 
who would like to become members of our congregation. Please 
call the church office or speak with Pastor Carol for additional 
information.

•	 GET OUR ENEWS - Keep current with our news and activities 
through email. If you are not currently getting it, you can sign up 
by contacting the church office.

LEARN MORE ABOUT US by visiting our website at  
www.pcmadison.org and on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/ThePresbyterianChurchofMadison. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS   

SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICES
Worship services will be held in Webb Chapel through August 31.

SOUND HEALING - AUGUST 26
Give yourself the best gift - a whole hour of peace and rest just 
for you. Join us in the parlor on August 26 (Tuesday) from 7-8 pm 
as Nichole Maldonado-Gorsak leads us through gentle stretching 
suitable for all levels and then a soothing, restful sound bath. 
Bring a non-perishable food donation for the Interfaith Food 
Pantry. For more information, write Kathleen Underwood at 
kathleenunderwood@verizon.net.

RALLY DAY - SEPTEMBER 7
Rally Day is Sunday, September 7! Worship will be in the sanctuary, 
followed by lunch on the lawn. Please join us as we celebrate the 
start of a new program year.

RALLY DAY MISSION PROJECT
We will be assembling Breakfast Bags to be distributed to guests 
of nourish.NJ. We are asking for donations of the following: single-
serving boxes of Cheerios, 8-ounce boxes of shelf-stable milk, 
8-ounce bottles of water, granola or protein bars, and clementines. 
If you can provide any of these items, either bring them to worship 
on August 31 or email Becky Moody (rmoody9856@gmail.com) by 
September 1. Plan to stay after worship on Rally Day for food, fun, 
and fellowship. 

NEW MEMBER CLASS
We will be having a new member dinner and class coming up in the 
fall. If you’re interested, please let Pastor Carol know  
(carolhoward@pcmadison.org).



	
PRAYER LIST

During the week, each one of us can make it a part of our daily  
spiritual practice to pray. You are invited to participate, as you are 
able, offering prayer in light of God’s healing love.

If you have an update for the prayer list, please email Rev. Carol 
Howard at carolhoward@pcmadison.org or call the church office at 
973-377-1600. Thank you for helping us maintain a more current 
prayer list.

•	 Thomas Weck, as he recovers following hospitalization 
•	 Celeste, in hospice care
•	 Mosese, on the list for a kidney transplant
•	 Debby & Graham who lost their home in the Texas flash flood
•	 Immigrants
•	 Kathleen, caregiver for her parents
•	 Joe and his family for comfort and support during a very  

stressful time
•	 Bob for daily strength and fast healing following knee  

replacement surgery
•	 Cristin for strength, rest, and peace as her father’s caregiver
•	 Walter, who had his leg amputated below the knee, and Tami, 

his wife, as they deal with his rehabilitation 
•	 Susan, sister of Bob Landrigan, as she battles Parkinson’s  

disease 
•	 Jeanne, to regain strength after a stroke, and for Mari, her care-

giver
•	 Marques and his family, feeling stress and loss as they care for 

his dad living with dementia
•	 John, who is in a clinical study for treatment of a rare disease, 

that he received the treatment (not the placebo), and his wife 
and caregiver, Cathy 

•	 Friends and family of Misty, grieving her passing 













CREDITS

Cover Art:  “Pink Moon Over Water” by Georgia O’Keeffe 
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