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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
of MADISON

January 26, 2025
Third Sunday after Epiphany



Prelude

ORDER of WORSHIP

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

Welcome and Announcements

*Call to Worship

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

All:

We have come to worship God, the living God.
Who calls prophets and teachers to bear
witness.

We have come to praise God, the almighty
God.

Who answers the forces of hatred and hurt
with the power of grace.

We have come to worship God, all-gracious
God.

Who chooses you and me, to receive and
carry the word of life and hope.

(Music for the hymns is in the back of the bulletin.)

*Opening Hymn God is Here!

(V1, V3, and V4)

An asterisk(*) indicates that those who are able are invited
to stand. Bold letters denote that we say the words in unison.
Italic fonts direct us to sing.



Prayer of Confession

Merciful God, we confess that we remain preoccupied
with ourselves, separated from one another. We cling to
destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance
to welcome one another. We allow the past to hold us
captive. In your loving-kindness, have mercy on us, and
free us from sin so that we may live together in grace.

(A moment of silence is observed.)

Assurance of Pardon
Leader: Friends, believe the good news!
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*Congregational Response
You alone can rescue,
You alone can save,
You alone can lift us from the grave;
You came down to find us, led us out of death,
To you alone belongs the highest praise,
Amen.

*Passing of the Peace

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

(You may stand and pass the peace to one another.)

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Children’s Message

Prayer for lllumination

Revealing God, show us your presence. Give us ears
to hear your good news and eyes to see your healing,
liberation, and freedom. Through Jesus, we pray. Amen.



First Scripture Reading 1 Corinthians 12:12-31
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and
all the members of the body, though many, are one body,
so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14 Indeed, the
body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the
foot would say, “Because | am not a hand, | do not belong
to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the
body. 16 And if the ear would say, “Because | am not an
eye, | do not belong to the body,” that would not make it
any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an
eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were
hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But as it

is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of
them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where
would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many members
yvet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “l have
no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “l have

no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the members of the
body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and
those members of the body that we think less honorable
we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable
members are treated with greater respect, 24 whereas

our more respectable members do not need this. But God
has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the
inferior member, 25 that there may be no dissension within
the body, but the members may have the same care for
one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together
with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together

with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually
members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then deeds
of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms
of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles?
Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work powerful
deeds? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in
tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But strive for the greater gifts.
And | will show you a still more excellent way.

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Second Scripture Reading Luke 4:14-21

14 Then Jesus, in the power of the Spirit, returned to
Galilee, and a report about him spread through all

the surrounding region. 15 He began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone. 16 When he
came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went
to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom.
He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah
was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the
place where it was written:

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent
me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of
sight to the blind, to set free those who are oppressed, 19
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue
were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them,
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Anointed

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*Affirmation of Faith from the Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus
proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to
the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word
and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and
binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts,
forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the
gospel.



The Gifts of Our Tithes and Offering
Invitation to Offering

Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ all people here below;
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God whom we adore.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Amen!

*Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving

Prayers of the People
Joys and Concerns

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done,on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

GOING FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD

*Closing Hymn Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun
V1, v2, and V5)

*Benediction

*Postlude



As our time of worship comes to an end, our time of service begins.
We are the church, sent out in Jesus’ name,
to be Christ’s body in the world.
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WORSHIP LEADER
Becky Moody



ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME TO THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF MADISON!

We’d love for you to join us in our activities, so please fill in
the Welcome Card, which can be found in your pew, to give
us contact information. Please stay after the service today
for fellowship time and refreshments in the Narthex. It’s a
great way to get to know one another!

WHILE YOU WORSHIP WITH Us:

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - Please write your request for
prayers to be included in the service in the book on the
podium found at the center entrance of the sanctuary. You’ll
also have a chance to share them during the service.

THE LORD’S SUPPER is celebrated on the first Sunday of
the month.

FOR YOUNG ONES - Although children are always welcome
in worship, nursery care for children from six months
through three years of age is provided in our playroom in
the Parish House. Please ask an usher to direct you.

JOINING OUR CONGREGATION - Classes are offered
for those who would like to become members of our
congregation. Please call the church office or speak with
Pastor Carol for additional information.

GET OUR NEWSLETTER - Keep current with our news and
activities through email. If you are not currently getting
it, you can sign up by putting your email on the Welcome
Card, or you can contact the church office.

LEARN MORE ABOUT US by visiting our website

at

www.pcmadison.org and on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/ThePresbyterianChurchofMadison.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

2025 ANNUAL PER-CAPITA CONTRIBUTION
What is Per Capita?

The main purpose of the Presbytery and Synod is to help
congregations and the Church as a whole in their work of
mission, ministry and transformation of the world. Highlands
Presbytery is a community of congregations in Morris,
Somerset, Hunterdon, Warren, Sussex and Passaic counties,
and the Synod of the Northeast includes all of New England,
New York, and New Jersey. Per Capita is the financial
expression of our mutual support for each congregation’s
work in transforming the world.

Per Capita is assessed based on the membership of each
church; for 2025 the amount is $43.50 per member. We ask
all who are able to contribute this amount, in addition to any
other giving. If paying by check, please note “Per Capita” on
the memo line. If paying online, select “Give to Per Capita
Payment”. We thank you for your generosity.

NIGHT OF PINOT AND POTTERY AT MADISON MUD

We are looking to have a night of “Pinot and Pottery” at the
Madison Mud one Thursday evening. Interested? The cost
is $95 per person for 2+ hours of instruction, time on the
wheel and your chance to make a piece of pottery! Once
your piece is complete, choose your glaze and then come
back 5 weeks later to pickup your finished piece. Nibbles
and drinks will be provided. Please let Jim Burnet know if
you are interested at jimburnet@gmail.com.

RAMP UPDATE

The quarter tube is almost full - please remember to save
your quarters and drop them in the tube on Sunday. The
Mission Team is matching each $40 collected for a total of
$80 to RAMP. Last year we filled the tube four times - can
we match or beat that in 2025? Also, RAMP is currently
collecting household items for their 13th family. If you are
interested in helping, visit rampnj.org and click on the bar at
the top of the page.



PRAYER LIST

One of the spiritual practices that our community embodies
in our life together is holding one another’s concerns, joys,
sorrows, and thanksgivings before God in prayer. As a people
of God, we offer prayers for those of the church, the commu-
nity, and the world.

During the week, each one of us can make it a part of our
daily spiritual practice to pray the prayers of the church, the
community, and the world. You are invited to participate, as
you are able, offering prayer in light of God’s healing love.

We would like to update the prayer list. Please email
Reverend Carol Howard at carolhoward@pcmadison.org or
call the church office at 973-377-1600 if you would like to
add anyone to the prayer list. Thank you for helping us main-
tain a more current prayer list.

e Jim for comfort and peace after his father’s passing

¢ Brian, who lost his home in the California fire

e Jordan recovering from surgery and facing one more,
and Cathy, his wife and caregiver

e John to gain physical strength, and Louise who turns over
every stone in caring for him

¢ Vicky and all other women dealing with difficult
pregnancies

e Pam Gillespie

¢ Victims of the California fires



GATHERING
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GATHERING
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JESUS CHRIST: ASCENSION AND REIGN

265 Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun
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WELCOMING ALL
AS A LOVING COMMUNITY
CENTERED IN CHRIST,
GROWING IN FAITH,

SERVING IN JOY, AND

LIVING IN GRATITUDE

STAFF

Reverend Carol Howard

Pastor
Christine Antico Eileen Koppi
Bookkeeper Administrative Kssistant
Michael Callahan Anna D’Achille
Student Ministries & Qutreach Director of Music
WORSHIP

Sunday Service 10:15 am

SESSION
Jim Burnet Stephanie Haedrich Mary-Anna Holden
Becky Moody, Clerk Giorgios Vlamis

'The Presbyterian Church of Madison is part of the PC(USA) Denomination
pcusa.org

pcmadison.org



