
   		                   
         June 21, 2026

   
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost



ORDER of WORSHIP
THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

Prelude		          		    
			         
Welcome and Announcements		     

*Call to Worship 					            
Leader: 	 God, you are our rock and our hope. You have called 	
		  us to follow you.
People: 	 Give us the courage to do so.
Leader: 	 When the waters of life rage around us, steady our 	
		  feet. When the turmoil of anxiety overwhelms us, 	
		  anchor us in your presence.
People: 	 Let us worship God!

(Music for the hymns is in the back of the bulletin.)

*Opening Hymn                                                             God of Our Life   

Prayer of Confession 		  			     
Loving God, forgive us for all of the times when we succumb to 
jealousy, vindictiveness, callousness, and indifference. In your 
mercy, send your healing to those we have hurt, and to our own 
misguided souls so that we may follow you once more. Through 
your Holy Spirit, we pray. 

(Silent confession)

Assurance of Pardon    		    
Leader:  	 Friends, believe the good news!              
People:  	 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

An asterisk(*) indicates that those who are able are invited to stand. 
Bold letters denote that we say the words in unison. Italic fonts direct 
us to sing.



*Congregational Response #582			            Glory to God
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,

And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free,

As it was in the beginning, 
Is now and ever shall be. Amen.

*Passing of the Peace		     
Leader: 	 May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
People: 	 And also with you.

(You may pass the peace to one another.)

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Prayer for Illumination				                   
Gracious God, in our tiredness and distraction, help us to focus 
our hearts on you. Bring life to dry bones, and refresh us through 
your living words today. Amen.

First Scripture Reading		                             Romans 6:1b-11
What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that 
grace may increase? By no means! How can we who died to sin go 
on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we were 
buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might 
walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that 
our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever 
has died is freed from sin. But if we died with Christ, we believe that 
we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from 
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he 
lives, he lives to God. 



So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God 
in Christ Jesus.

Leader:	 This is the word of the Lord. 
People: 	 Thanks be to God.

Second Scripture Reading		                            Matthew 10:24-33
“A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the master; 
it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like 
the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, 
how much more will they malign those of his household!

“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be 
uncovered and nothing secret that will not become known. What I 
say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear whispered, 
proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body 
but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet 
not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And 
even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you 
are of more value than many sparrows.

“Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also 
will acknowledge before my Father in heaven, but whoever denies 
me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.

Leader:	 This is the word of the Lord. 
People: 	 Thanks be to God.

Sermon    				                                  Hidden Defects                 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*Affirmation of Faith    	       Adapted from the Confession of 1967	          
God the Holy Spirit 
fulfills the work of reconciliation in human life. 
The Holy Spirit creates and renews the church 
as the community in which people are reconciled 
to God and to one another. 



The Spirit enables people to receive forgiveness 
as they forgive one another 
and to enjoy the peace of God 
as they make peace among themselves. 
In spite of their sin, 
the Spirit gives people power 
to become representatives of Jesus Christ 
and his gospel of reconciliation to all.

The Gifts of Our Tithes and Offering
	 Invitation to Offering               
	 Offertory              	            
	 *Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ all people here below;

Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God whom we adore.
       	          Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 			 
			       	     Amen!

*Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving

Prayers of the People

	 Joys and Concerns

	 The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.  

 



  
GOING FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD

*Closing Hymn                                              Lift Every Voice and Sing

*Charge and Blessing					           

*Postlude 					         	  

As our time of worship comes to an end, our time of service begins.
We are the church, sent out in Jesus’ name,

to be Christ’s body in the world. 
 

***********************

WORSHIP LEADER
Melissa Dewhurst



ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME TO THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF MADISON!  
We’d love for you to join us in our activities, so please fill in the 
Welcome Card, which can be found in your pew, to give us contact 
information. 

WHILE YOU WORSHIP WITH US:
•	 THE LORD’S SUPPER is celebrated on the first Sunday of the 

month.
•	 FOR YOUNG ONES - Although children are always welcome in 

worship, nursery care for children from six months through three 
years of age is provided in our playroom in the Parish House. 
Please ask an usher to direct you.

•	 JOINING OUR CONGREGATION - Please speak with Pastor 
Carol for additional information.

•	 GET OUR ENEWS - Keep current with our news and activities 
through email. Place your email address in the offering plate.

LEARN MORE ABOUT US by visiting our website at  
www.pcmadison.org and on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/ThePresbyterianChurchofMadison. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUMMER WORSHIP SERVICES IN WEBB CHAPEL 
Summer worship services will be held in Webb Chapel through 
September 6.

BIBLE STUDY - MONDAY EVENINGS
Please join us in the Parlor for a Bible Study on Monday evenings at 
6:30 pm. 

PILLOW CASES FOR PORT IN THE STORM 
Here’s a perfect excuse to clean out your linen closet.  Port in the 
Storm is asking for new or gently used pillowcases, for which they 
are in desperate need. Port in the Storm, located in St. Augustine, 
FL, is a homeless shelter dedicated to supporting youth that have 
aged out of the foster care system. They are more than just a 
homeless shelter; they offer life skills training (cooking, cleaning, 
laundry), job skills development, housing assistance and overnight 
accommodations. Melissa Dewhurst’s parents volunteer their time 
and energy to Port in a few ways. Her mom organizes homemade 
lunch deliveries, interview clothes, and collects linens and toiletries 
for the overnight needs. Her dad runs the bike ministry, collecting, 
repairing, and donating bikes that help get the youth to work. We 
will collect through June 28. Thank you!

SOUND HEALING - JULY 21
Give yourself the best gift - a whole hour of peace and rest just for 
you. Join us on July 21 from 6:30-7:30 pm as Nichole Maldonado-
Gorsak leads us through gentle stretching suitable for all levels and 
then a soothing, restful sound bath. Bring a non-perishable food 
donation for the Interfaith Food Pantry. Write Kathleen Underwood 
at kathleenunderwood@verizon.net for more information.

RAMP UPDATE
The quarter tube was full recently, which means another $80 for 
RAMP with the $40 match from the Mission budget.  Since its 
founding in 2016, RAMP has supported 22 adults and 21 children 
from Syria, Afghanistan, and El Salvador. Thirteen are now U.S. 
citizens and two are serving in the military. Many of their stories can 
be found on the RAMP website - rampnj.org.



	
 

SUMMER & SCHOOL SUPPLIES TO BENEFIT MADISON STUDENTS
The Madison Housing Authority is conducting their annual Back to 
School Program to provide school supplies to Madison students 
whose families are struggling financially. 
As we have done for the past several years, PCM will help with a 
portion of the items needed. We will donate:
•	 20 – 1” or 1-1/2” binders
•	 20 packages of looseleaf notebook paper
School supplies will be collected between June 7 – July 26. If you 
wish to shop online, items can be purchased and shipped directly to 
Susan Mennella. Email Susan at smennella@verizon.net if you wish 
to pursue this option.
Donation bins will be in Webb Chapel and near the church office.
Please consider donating to help Madison students start their 
2026/2027 school year with the tools they need to be successful!

WOULD YOU LIKE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE BY DONATING YOUR 
SPARE CHANGE TO HELP FIGHT FOOD INSECURITY? 
The Mission Team has created an easy way for you to put those extra 
pennies, nickels, and dimes to good use. Every Sunday, you’ll find a 
container where you can drop off your coins. Quarters designated 
for RAMP should continue to go in the tube and will be matched 
by an amount from the mission budget. All coins collected (except 
quarters) will be counted at the CoinStar machine at Stop and 
Shop, and every cent will go directly to Feeding America, which is 
a nationwide network of 200 food banks and 60,000 food pantries 
and programs, providing food and support to people facing hunger. 
According to their website, every dollar donated helps provide at 
least 10 meals. Families can get involved by having children sort 
coins into two piles—quarters for RAMP and all other change for 
Feeding America.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

ONLINE GIVING
Thank you for supporting the vision and ministry of the Presbyterian 
Church of Madison. Scan the following QR code to use our secure 
online giving form to make a one-time donation or conveniently 
schedule recurring gifts.  

Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  
2 Corinthians 9:7  

CREDITS 

Cover Art:    “Rooftops” by Vasile Popescu   



PRAYER LIST
During the week, each one of us can make it a part of our daily  
spiritual practice to pray. You are invited to participate, as you are 
able, offering prayer in light of God’s healing love.
If you have an update for the prayer list, please email Rev. Carol 
Howard at carolhoward@pcmadison.org or call the church office at 
973-377-1600. Thank you for helping us maintain a more current 
prayer list.

•	 John, as he recovers from surgery, and Louise, as she cares for 
him

•	 CJ and family, after the recent passing of father Calvin
•	 Dina for fast healing and comfort following surgery
•	 David’s grandson for his faith-focused journey
•	 Laurie living with Parkinson’s disease
•	 Yuka for pain relief 
•	 Jack living with Parkinson’s and Melissa (his daughter) and Lynn 

(his wife) as they encourage and support him
•	 Lucy and family, after the recent passing of their father
•	 John and his wife, Kathy, as he starts a new clinical trial at Mayo 

Clinic for a rare form of Parkinson’s
•	 Linda, Carol’s mom, who is in a back brace. Prayers for healing.
•	 Jordan for healing and relief from pain
•	 Jackie and her children, as they grieve their husband and father
•	 Doug, a friend of the Burnet family, who was recently diagnosed 

with a serious illness
•	 Immigrants
•	 Kathleen, caregiver for her parents
•	 Susan, sister of Bob Landrigan, as she battles Parkinson’s  

disease 
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STAFF

The Presbyterian Church of Madison is part of the PC(USA) Denomination   
pcusa.org

WELCOMING ALL

AS A LOVING COMMUNITY

CENTERED IN CHRIST,

GROWING IN FAITH,

SERVING IN JOY, AND

LIVING IN GRATITUDE
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