
   		                   
      	       September 14, 2025     		   

Season of Pentecost
		           		                  	



ORDER of WORSHIP
THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

Prelude		           
     
			         
Welcome and Announcements	 		     

*Call to Worship  				                        from Psalm 103
Leader: 	 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 		
		  steadfast love.
People: 	 According to your abundant mercy, blot out my 	
		  offenses.  
Leader: 	 You desire truth in the inward being. Teach me 		
		  wisdom in my secret heart.
People: 	 Let me hear joy and gladness.
Leader: 	 Hide your face from my sins.
People: 	 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 	
		  spirit within me.

(Music for the hymns is in the back of the bulletin.)

*Opening Hymn 		                      Just as I Am, without One Plea
								             (v1, v2, v4)	
						                              
Prayer of Confession 

Gentle Spirit, our mistakes are plenty. We confess to you that we 
have done unkind things. We judge. We gossip. We are rude. We 
do not live the life you want for us. Forgive us, heal us, and guide 
us into people you call us to be, through Jesus Christ, who loves 
us to the end.

(A moment of silence is observed.)

An asterisk(*) indicates that those who are able are invited to stand. 
Bold letters denote that we say the words in unison. Italic fonts direct 
us to sing.



Assurance of Pardon    
Leader:  	 Friends, believe the good news!              
People:  	 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.   

*Congregational Response 	 	       
You alone can rescue,
You alone can save,

You alone can lift us from the grave;
You came down to find us, led us out of death,

To you alone belongs the highest praise,
Amen.         

*Passing of the Peace 
Leader: 	 May the peace of Christ be with you. 
People: 	 And also with you.

(You may pass the peace to one another.)

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Children’s Message
 
Prayer for Illumination				            
Loving God, speak to us, through your word. Open our hearts, so 
that we might hear your wisdom. And hear our prayers, as we call 
to you. Through your Spirit, we pray. Amen.

First Scripture Reading		                                   Psalm 139:1-12

O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;  
    you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down 
    and are acquainted with all my ways.



Even before a word is on my tongue, 
    O Lord, you know it completely.
You hem me in, behind and before, 
    and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
    it is so high that I cannot attain it.
Where can I go from your spirit? 
    Or where can I flee from your presence?
If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
If I take the wings of the morning 
    and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
even there your hand shall lead me, 
    and your right hand shall hold me fast.
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
    and night wraps itself around me,”
even the darkness is not dark to you; 
    the night is as bright as the day, 
    for darkness is as light to you.

Leader: 	 This is the word of the Lord. 
People: 	 Thanks be to God.

Second Scripture Reading                                           Matthew 10:7-14
As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has 
come near.’ Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin 
disease; cast out demons. You received without payment; give 
without payment. Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, 
no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff, for 
laborers deserve their food. Whatever town or village you enter, 
find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. As you 
enter the house, greet it. If the house is worthy, let your peace 
come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. If 
anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the 
dust from your feet as you leave that house or town.

Leader: 	 This is the word of the Lord. 
People: 	 Thanks be to God.

Sermon            	       				              Wipe the Dust



RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*Affirmation of Faith 	               from the Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer 
of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free 
to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us 
together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our 
faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the 
Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us 
with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women 
and men to all ministries of the church. 
In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray 
without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord 
and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear 
the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for 
justice, freedom, and peace.

The Gifts of Our Tithes and Offering
	 Invitation to Offering			                  
	 Offertory                  
	 *Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ all people here below;

Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God whom we adore.
       	          Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 			 
			       	     Amen!

*Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving  

Prayers of the People
	 Joys and Concerns 



  
	 The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen.  

 GOING FORTH TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD

*Closing Hymn                                Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven  
							                        (v1, v2, v4)
		     
*Benediction

*Postlude 					         	  

As our time of worship comes to an end, our time of service begins.
We are the church, sent out in Jesus’ name,

to be Christ’s body in the world. 
 

***********************

WORSHIP LEADER 
 Peter Teshima 



ANNOUNCEMENTS   

WELCOME TO THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF MADISON!  
We’d love for you to join us in our activities, so please fill in the 
Welcome Card, which can be found in your pew, to give us contact 
information. 

WHILE YOU WORSHIP WITH US:
•	 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - Please write your request for 

prayers to be included in the service in the book on the podium 
found at the center entrance of the sanctuary. You’ll also have a 
chance to share them during the service.

•	 THE LORD’S SUPPER is celebrated on the first Sunday of the 
month.

•	 FOR YOUNG ONES - Although children are always welcome in 
worship, nursery care for children from six months through three 
years of age is provided in our playroom in the Parish House. 
Please ask an usher to direct you.

•	 JOINING OUR CONGREGATION - Classes are offered for those 
who would like to become members of our congregation. Please 
call the church office or speak with Pastor Carol for additional 
information.

•	 GET OUR ENEWS - Keep current with our news and activities 
through email. If you are not currently getting it, you can sign up 
by putting your email on the Welcome Card, or you can contact 
the church office.

LEARN MORE ABOUT US by visiting our website at  
www.pcmadison.org and on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/ThePresbyterianChurchofMadison. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS

PARISH HOUSE CONSTRUCTION - ONGOING
The Parish House (and rest rooms) are not directly accessible from 
the sanctuary due to construction near the breezeway. To access 
the Parish House from the sanctuary, please exit via the breezeway 
glass doors and re-enter Parish House via the parking lot back door. 

WORSHIP HELPERS NEEDED
Pastor Carol has requested that we return to the old (pre-
pandemic) way of receiving the offering, which requires people 
to pass the plates during the time of the offertory. We are also 
in need of additional worship readers, especially men. If you 
feel called to help in either of these ways, please contact Becky 
Moody at rmoody9856@gmail.com. With enough volunteers your 
commitment would be every six weeks to two months. 

RAMP UPDATE 
The quarter tube is full again, so we will be sending another $80 
to RAMP.  Here is a quote from the most recent RAMP newsletter: 
“We’ve been asked by CWS (Church World Service) to prepare for 
a family with seven children, the youngest just an infant, that is in 
need of a better location and more services than they are receiving. 
That preparation means building a family team to give them what 
they need to become independent. It means several volunteers for 
help with transportation, child care, and coordination of services. 
Could that include you?” More information can be found at  
rampnj.org.

DINNER AND DISCUSSION - SEPTEMBER 24 & OCTOBER 22
Please join us on Wednesday, September 24 and October 22 at 
6:30 pm for a “Dinner and Discussion”. Pastor Carol will lead the 
group in a short Bible study as we gather for dinner in the Parlor. If 
you’re interested, please contact Jim Burnet (jimburnet@gmail.com).

BREAKFAST AT NAUTILUS DINER - OCTOBER 1
Join us for an enjoyable morning of fun and fellowship at the 
Nautilus Diner in Madison on Wednesday, October 1 at 7:15 am. 
Contact Jim Burnet with any questions at jimburnet@gmail.com.



	
BOTTLE HILL DAY AND PETTING ZOO - OCTOBER 4
Come and celebrate Bottle Hill Day on Saturday, October 4 from  
11 am - 4 pm. We will have a petting zoo and pony rides. Pastor 
Carol will be blessing the animals and pets too. Contact Jim 
Burnet at jimburnet@gmail.com  with any questions. Volunteers are 
needed - please scan the QR code below to sign up.

SOUND HEALING - OCTOBER 7
Give yourself the best gift - a whole hour of peace and rest just 
for you. Join us in the sanctuary on October 7 (Tuesday) from 
7-8 pm as Nichole Maldonado-Gorsak leads us through gentle 
stretching suitable for all levels and then a soothing, restful sound 
bath. Bring a non-perishable food donation for the Interfaith 
Food Pantry. For more information, write Kathleen Underwood at 
kathleenunderwood@verizon.net.

NEW MEMBER CLASS
We will be having a new member dinner and class coming up in 
the fall. If you’re interested, please let Pastor Carol know  
(carolhoward@pcmadison.org).  



PRAYER LIST

During the week, each one of us can make it a part of our daily  
spiritual practice to pray. You are invited to participate, as you are 
able, offering prayer in light of God’s healing love.

If you have an update for the prayer list, please email Rev. Carol 
Howard at carolhoward@pcmadison.org or call the church office at 
973-377-1600. Thank you for helping us maintain a more current 
prayer list.

•	 Prayers for the life of Celeste Moody and for her family and 
friends, grieving her passing 

•	 Thomas, as he recovers following hospitalization
•	 Mosese, on the list for a kidney transplant
•	 Debby & Graham who lost their home in the Texas flash flood
•	 Immigrants
•	 Kathleen, caregiver for her parents
•	 Joe and his family for comfort and support during a very  

stressful time
•	 Bob for daily strength and fast healing following knee  

replacement surgery
•	 Cristin for strength, rest, and peace as her father’s caregiver
•	 Walter, who had his leg amputated below the knee, and Tami, 

his wife, as they deal with his rehabilitation 
•	 Susan, sister of Bob Landrigan, as she battles Parkinson’s  

disease 
•	 Jeanne, to regain strength after a stroke, and for Mari, her care-

giver
•	 Marques and his family, feeling stress and loss as they care for 

his dad living with dementia
•	 John, who is in a clinical study for treatment of a rare disease, 

that he received the treatment (not the placebo), and his wife 
and caregiver, Cathy 







NOTES 
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