
Traditional Worship – 11:15 am  
 
 
Advent Reading: Psalm 89:1-4, John 3:16-17 

Steve, Simon, & Vivian Wolbach 
 
Prelude: A Joyous Christmas .................................. arr. Bill Holcombe 

Tim Vattima, flute 
 
Preparing Our Hearts for Worship ......................Matthew 1:18-25 (NIV) 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was 
found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.  Because Joseph her 
husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  But after he had 
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a 
son, and they will call him Immanuel”--which means, “God with us.”  
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded 
him and took Mary home as his wife.  But he had no union with her until 
she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
 

Prayer of Adoration & Invocation................................... Pastor Brown 
 
*Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful .............................................. No. 208 

*Indicates standing for those who are able 
 
*Confession of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed ................................ People 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth: 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
and born of the virgin Mary. 



He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell.  
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
*Hymn: Away in a Manger ..................................................... No. 204 
 
*Dedication of Tithes & Offerings ................................... Pastor Brown 

Giving: box at the back of the sanctuary or faithwilmington.com/give  
or Text “Give $_” to 844-697-1460 

 
*Lord’s Prayer ..................................................................... People 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.   
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  
Amen. 

 
Special Music: Bring a Torch Jeanette Isabella .......... arr. Bill Holcombe 

Tim Vattima, flute 
 
Scripture: Romans 1:1-6 ..................................... pew Bible page 1112 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
 
Sermon: The Gospel He Promised Beforehand ..... Rev. Kevin Koslowsky 
 



Prayers of Commitment 

Prayer for Those Seeking God:  God, I long to know you in a personal 
relationship.  I desire faith to trust that you are real and that you are 
found by all who seek you.  Please honor my longings by having your 
Spirit work in me to draw me to you. 
 
Prayer for Those Receiving Christ:  Father, I have offended you by my 
words, actions and thoughts.  There is nothing I can do to reconcile myself 
to you.  I believe the words of Jesus Christ that no one can come to you 
except through him.  I now accept the crucified and risen Christ as the only 
acceptable payment that could ever be made for my sin.  I desire to follow 
and obey him. 

 
*Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High ................................... No. 214 
 
*Benediction ..................................................... Romans 15:13 (NIV) 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 
that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Postlude: Christmas Medley .................................. arr. Wayne Fritchie 

Tim Vattima, alto sax 
 



 



 



 
  



POINSETTIAS 
We are thankful for the flowers that beautify our sanctuary at this time of 
year. Plants may be taken home following Christmas Eve services. 
 

Donor In Memory Of: 
Julie Alloway My Sister: Laurie Alloway 
The Arthurton Family Loved Ones 
The Bacher Family Jon’s Mother: Allison Bacher 
Tom Blatz My Parents & Brother 
Brent & Carole Burdge Our Parents 
The Cowchok Family Our Parents 
Bill & Barbara Draper Our Parents 
Carmen Feil My Mother: Carmen Santiago 
Vickie Fender Esther Davis 
David & Marilee Giardiniere Rev. Robert & Wilma Gray 
Bill Goodwin My Wife: Rosanna Goodwin 
Bill & Debbie Grantham Our Parents: Donald Rumer,  

Gary & Helen Grantham 
Our Brother-in-law: Brian Havertine 

Dan & Donna Hall Daniel Christopher Hall 
Henry & Mary Hall 
Walter & Louise Hester 

Chuck & Peg Hartzell Our Parents & Son: Scott Hartzell 
The Koslowsky Family Jack & Jeanne Koslowsky 
Mary Lou & Jim Lynch Husband & Father: Henry Lynch  

Son & Brother: David Lynch 
The Norris Family Walt Norris 
Heather Penna My Mother: Bernadette Keith 
Edward & Heidi 
Preisendanz 

Ed & Jeanne Preisendanz 
Marlin & Erika Hauer 

Wes & Nancy Rowles Our Parents 
Rob & Laura Shoop Patricia Minges, Vickie Nesta, John Harvey 
 In Honor Of: 
Frank & Ann Barlow Our Family 
Julie Meisinger To the Glory of God 
Nick & Nancy Skrobot Our Son: Christopher, a true fighter 
Jonathan & Catharine Taylor Our Parents: Mark & Gylene Taylor, 

Frank & Ann Barlow 



Announcements 

FaithWilmington.com/calendar 
PRAYER CHAIN: FaithWilmington.com/connect/prayer-requests  
 
TODAY AT FAITH 12:30 pm Visitation Day  

2:15 pm Mary Campbell Center Service  
6:00 pm Youth Group Christmas Party 

       
THIS WEEK AT FAITH 

T, 12/23 W, 12/24 R, 12/25 Sa, 12/27 
 Men’s Bible 

Study 
 Women’s Prayer 

 Christmas 
Eve Services 

 Merry 
Christmas! 

 Men’s Bible 
Study 

 
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES 
 Traditional Christmas Eve Services; 5:00 pm and 7:00 pm 
 No Sunday School next Sunday: December 28 
 
2025 THANK OFFERING 
 Between Thanksgiving and year end we annually receive a special 

offering, thanking God for his goodness to us over this past year.   
 This year’s Thank Offering supports MTW West Africa missionaries 

Rev. Jim & Karen – meeting medical & ongoing ministry expenses. 
 Place cash in designated giving envelope. Checks should be made 

out to Faith Presbyterian Church with “Thank Offering” on the memo 
line.  Give online: faithwilmington.com/give 

 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 2026 
 Sunday, January 25, 2026; following lunch in the gym 
 9:30 am Sunday School, 10:30 am combined worship, 11:45 am 

luncheon – $5 per person for lunch, $15 max per household 
 We will elect elder and deacon candidates, report on the ministries of 

the church, review the budget, and hold a meeting of the corporation 
 



VISITATION DAY  
 Today, Sunday, Dec. 21; 12:30 pm; carpool from the Gathering Space 
 We weekly have members unable to attend worship, but who would 

be blessed by a friendly visit. Can you serve by giving a few hours? 
 Contact Vickie Fender: 302-475-2445 or VicFend@aol.com 
 Visits occur on the third Sunday of each month 
 
ADVENT RESOURCES 
 Candle lighting in our December services reminds us of the promise 

that Light has come to the world & we look to His second coming 
 A family guide of Advent Readings is available in the gathering space 

and at faithwilmington.com/christmas 
 
GIVING UPDATE 
1/1/25 through 11/30/25: 
Contributions Budgeted:  $708,397 
Contributions Received:   $676,411 
Deficit:  ($31,986) 
 

Giving to the work of the church recognizes and responds to the grace 
God has given to us.  It is a joyful act of worship where God allows us to 
participate in his mission.  As stewards of God’s resources, we encourage 
you to thoughtfully and strategically plan your giving. 
 

To help you, there are several options at Faith: 
1. In Person.  Cash or check in the offering box.   
2. Online.  Secure and confidential: faithwilmington.com/give. 
3. Non-Cash. Stocks and bonds through PNC Investments, DTC # 

00226, NFS Account # 005-076889, F/B/O Faith Presbyterian 
Church. For the giving of other non-cash assets, contact our office. 

 
  



CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE - 2026 
 

Elders 
 

David Giardiniere: David has officially retired from the music 
profession after more than 45 years as a teacher, choral music specialist, 
and music editor/publisher. He has been serving as Music Director/Choir 
Director at Faith since 2000, has taught Sunday School, and has served 
as sous chef to his wife Marilee for various food-related projects. Their 
three children were raised in the church, and two of them were married 
here. He and his family have seen first-hand the results of the prayers of 
God's people, and he looks to continue to serve the Savior according to 
his leading in the future.    
 

Jay Hettler:   Jay was raised in a Catholic home but came to the Lord at 
age 16 through a Methodist youth group, then joined New Life 
Presbyterian Church in Pennsylvania, and married Tanya in 1992. Jay 
and Tanya have been attending Faith Church for twelve years with son 
Kevin and daughter Mikayla.  Jay is a Jet Flight Instructor at Flight Safety 
International providing training and testing to corporate jet pilots. Jay has 
previously served as an elder at Heritage PCA.  At Faith he has served as 
an elder, deacon, Sunday School teacher, sound engineering coordinator, 
and on the worship team. 
 

Harold Naylor:  Harold is married to Cynthia and they have four grown 
children and four grandchildren. Cynthia works as a billing 
representative for Easter Seals. Harold is the Executive Director of Good 
Neighbors Home Repair, a Christian ministry that makes homes warmer, 
safer, drier and healthier for low-income families.  Harold has served as 
elder, Sunday School teacher, Community Group leader, choir member, 
and has worked with the men of the church. 
 

Bill Troppman:  Bill grew up in a Christian home in the Pittsburgh area. 
After college he moved to southeastern Pennsylvania, where, for ten 
years, he taught history and Bible at The Christian Academy. Bill retired 
after more than 30 years as a park ranger and historian with the National 
Park Service, working at Independence National Historical Park in 
Philadelphia and Valley Forge National Historical Park. Bill and his wife 
Karen were married in 1981 and they have two children. Karen went 
home to be with the Lord in 2021. In October 2023, God proved his 
faithfulness as Bill and Jane were married. Bill has been in fellowship at 



Faith Presbyterian for eighteen years, serving with the chancel choir, 
Faith Explored, and his Community Group. Bill has also served as an 
elder, deacon, and Sunday School teacher. 
 

Deacons 
 

Jason Hancock:  Jason was born and raised in Salem, New Jersey and 
continues to live there with his wife Jennifer and their twenty-one-year-
old triplets: Joshua, Emily, and Ethan. Before becoming a member of 
Faith Church in 2017, he was a member of Grace Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church in Pennsville, New Jersey for fifteen years.  At Grace, Jason 
served as a trustee, a Sunday School teacher, and on the worship team 
playing bass guitar. Here at Faith, Jason has served in Kids Club and in 
the nursery, and has co-taught Sunday School classes and Community 
Group. He was first elected to serve on the diaconate in 2018. Jason is 
employed by PSEG at Salem Generating Station as a Reactor Operator. 
 

Dan Jones : Dan was born in Massachusetts but has spent most of his 
years in Delaware.  He co-owns a small family business that works in the 
electricity markets.  He met his wife Amy at the University of Delaware 
and they have two boys Liam (9) and Reid (7).  They started attending 
Faith in 2021; they are active with the First Impressions Team, Amy has 
taught in Sunday School for the kids, and Dan has been a Kids Club 
leader for the past three years.   
 

Eric McClure:  Eric was born and raised here in Wilmington, Delaware. 
He grew up going to St. Paul’s United Methodist Church with his family. 
He was involved with volunteering there and an active member of their 
youth group growing up. He married Lauren in 2015, and has been 
coming to Faith for three years. He and Lauren have two children, 
Desmond and Rylynn, and one on the way, due in April. He serves on 
Sundays in the toddler nursery, is involved in Community Group, and 
participated in the men’s book study. He works as an electrical engineer 
for ten years for nuclear power plants in the tristate area. 
 

Drew Smith:  Drew and his wife, Andrea, grew up in Christian 
households in Fort Smith, Arkansas.  They moved to Delaware in 2022 
and started attending Faith shortly thereafter.  Drew works as an 
attorney, practicing corporate and commercial litigation in Wilmington.  
Drew serves on the livestream and slides team and serves with Andrea as 
volunteer leaders of the Youth Group. 


