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From Randi Soderstrom

Family Fun Fair Mother & Daughter 

Sleepover

Roller Skate Night
Father & Son 

Campout

Great memories of Special Events for kids and families!



From Jeff Velasco

Baseball trip to Chicago in early 2000's and reunion in 2021



From James   Reynolds

During the middle 50's the young  boys Sunday School Class  9-12

years old (taught by Wayne Fitch) would have class in his 1954

Studebaker during the summer months in the church parking lot .He

also would take  us boys  on camping trips..

One of the best  Sunday School teachers I can  remember.



From Dave Naugle

Many memories here. Started at Church in 1956. Pastor Ken Meyer led

me to the Lord at Camp Shamineau in 1962. Pastor McDill prayed with

me in his office on 45th Avenue for my safety as I headed out to

Vietnam as an Infantry Lieutenant. Today I live in Sonoita. Arizona

attending Sonoita Hills Community Church an EFCA church started in

my living room 25 years ago. God is faithful and He is good. 



From Tony and Kathy (Randle) Larson

I started coming to the Genesis coffeehouse just after I spent some time in a drug

rehabilitation facility in the mid seventies. At the time I was pretty rough around the edges

and was not ready to go to church. But I found acceptance and community on Saturday

nights in the G house where I was discipled, learned how to give my testimony and share

my faith. I joined the volunteer staff there and went on a journey that powerfully

transformed my life. I met many friends there including my wife of 35 years. I became the

manager after Randy Moselle, and Steve McDill for two and a half years and saw many

people come to faith in Christ and be discipled toward full maturity in Christ.

I later went to Bible school and was credentialed as a pastor in the Free Church and had

three very successful pastoral ministries before moving with my family to North Carolina

taking a chaplain post with NASCAR race teams where I found myself ministering with

some of the biggest stars in sports and entertainment. I love the Free Church and

consider it a great privilege to have had Crystal Free church during the seminal years of

my Christian life. As a result, God's kingdom is being advanced.



From Ginny Stone McMillan

One of my earliest memories is of Pastor Ken Meyer and the "blessing

basket."  Every Sunday before the adult and children's classes split up

he would invite young and old to come up front, put a little money in

the basket, and tell your blessing from that week.



From Ginny Stone McMillan

Bible quizzing was a huge part of our high school lives.  It was intense

but rewarding activity, hiding God's Word in our heart.  The top picture

shows Jim Fultz in between #1 and #2, near the microphone.  The

bottom picture was taken in 1971.



From Nick Johnson

In the new youth area there are several autographs on the wall, do you

know why? When the gym was larger, we installed a rock-climbing wall,

those who climbed all the way to the top would sign the wall. Most of

those signatures represent the youth group, youth leaders, and wall

construction team from the 90s. Sadly, the wall didn't last long as the

insurance company didn't think it was a good idea, even though all the

correct safety precautions were in place. Stop by the youth room and

look up to see a small piece of our history. 



From Judy (Zappe) Moore

We started attending Crystal Free Church when I was in 7th grade. CEFC had a

major impact on my family and me. When I was in 8th grade a special guest came

to the youth group and shared his testimony. I felt the Holy Spirit calling me to

follow Jesus with all my heart. Our Youth Group was led by the DREAM TEAM -

Youth Pastor, Keith Krueger, Music Pastor Jim Fultz, Randy and Diane Moselle, Ray

and Kathy Pinson, Dee Chesser, Chuck and Myrllis Aycock, Tim Benhardus, to

name just a few. They taught us to live out our faith with unforgettable

experiences - Camp Shamineau, Choir Trips, Boundary Waters, Harvest Crew, CEFC

Nationals, Ski and Bike Trips, Retreats, etc. We were challenged to walk worthy of a

follower of Jesus Christ. After college, I attended Crystal Single Adults (CSA) where I

met and married my awesome husband of 35 years. My parents were members

for almost 50 years, singing in choir and serving in various ministries. We thank

God for the ministry of New Hope Church!



From Gae (nee Stoll) Veit

When I was a young girl, my neighbors (Bernie and Ethel Johnson) took

me and my older sister (Gae and Joy Stoll) to Crystal Free Church (now

called New Hope Church) every Sunday where the church began

meeting at Crystal City Hall.  I remember the first time I went, because

the small congregation sung, "There's a welcome here, there's a

welcome here...".

I was 7 years old in 1949 when the Church began, and during that first

year at age 8, I went forward when an altar call was given.  Not fully

understanding what "receiving Christ into my life" meant, God honored

the prayer of that little girl and He slowly transformed me as a born

again believer and follower of Jesus Christ.  Confirmation classes there

instilled His Word into my soul and that of my sister Joy's.  Now at age

81, soon to be 82 in a few weeks, I have grateful and heartfelt

memories of the many blessings received from New Hope Church.

 Happy Anniversary!

-Gae (nee Stoll) Veit

  Walker, MN



AfriConnect



From Bunny attends date night with her sister Natalie

I was blessed to attend Burbank Free Church as well as New Hope!

Honored to be on the Mission Committee and participate in the choir.

Pastor Steve and Pastor Matthew went out of their way to show me

and my family great kindness in Christ! Special honor to pray as a

watchman for both as part of my spiritual Calling.   Nicholas Gill



From Ginny Stone McMillan

Grandma Ruth Westlund, a prayer warrier of CEFC



From Ginny Stone McMillan

We loved the Sunday School picnics at a lake with the whole church

family participating in games and contests.  It was fun to see the adults

competing and then having the kids and adults do contests together.

 Here is a picture of Paul Stone and Gene Strait at the pie eating

contest in 1961.



From Ginny Stone McMillan

Who doesn't remember Pastor Lester and Esther Nelson, pillars of the

church!  (Picture of them from March, 2004)!



From Ginny Stone McMillan

Bible quizzing was a huge part of the youth group activities.  This was

the quiz team in 1961 with the sponsers, Mr & Mrs Widholm, and Mr

and Mrs Knappen.  The quizzers were George Strait, Ginny Stone, Gail

Carlson, Sherry Widholm, Dawn McNeal and Diane Knappen.



From Ginny Stone McMillan

Women's Ministry has always been an integral part of the church,

focusing on the Word of God, and obedience to His commands.  And

of course, warm connections with other women!  Here is a picture of a

Real Women's leadership team in 2011--Ginny McMillan, Andrea Tyson

(the Women's Director at the time), Judy Wilson, Karen Cimenski, Sally

Burkett, Beth Pederson and Kathy Severson.



From Tsitsi Hungwe

Tsitsi and Pastor Jeff and his wife



From Tsitsi Hungwe

AfriConnect
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From Tsitsi Hungwe

AfriConnect Bowling Social
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From Ginny Stone McMillan

     I rememeber our junior high youth group in the late 1950's and

early 1960's trying to come up with a name for the group. There was a

contest and Sherry Widholm won with the name "Junior Highlights,"

using the verse Matthew 5:17--"Let your light so shine before men,

that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven."

 I don't know how many years we were known by that name, but I

remember the excitement around the contest!



From Pam Goold

Pam Goold with Granddaughter Suzy Goold and her Crossroads

teachers Sharon Larson and Director Mary Tessmer 2014



From Pam Goold

 Pastor Steve and Pam Goold with granddaughters Betty and Suzy

Goold following a MAD CAMP performance.2016



From Pam Goold

Pastor Steve and Pam Goold’s granddaughter, Kayley Shedd with

Crossroads teachers Gayle Peterson and Director Sarah Johnson

2016.



From Pam Goold

Pastor Steve Goold preaching final sermon, An Ebenezer of Thanks,

June 22, 2016.



From Pam Goold

Herb & Donna Janes-Global Ministries, Pastor Pablo & Xochitl Cachon-

Latino Ministry. Senior Pastor Steve & Pam Goold, David & Ruth

Rodquist-Senior Associate Pastor 2014



From Steve Eckholm

Many years of reaching our community through the Christmas Card!
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Many years of reaching our community through the Christmas Card!



From Steve Eckholm

Music and Worship Arts community outreach!



From Sherry Olson

VBS 1996



From Sherry Olson

Joyous Inspirations Ladies Ensemble 1999



From Sherry Olson

Christmas 1998



From Sherry Olson

Ticket to Christmas 1992



From Sherry Olson

Family Christmas Card 2002



From Sherry Olson

Creation Sensation Children's Musical 1991



From Sherry Olson

Good News Cruise Music Camp 2002



From Sherry Olson

1999



From Sherry Olson

Easter 1995



From Sherry Olson

Creation Sensation 1991



From Sherry Olson

Ticket to Christmas 1992



From Sherry Olson

Boys Brigade 2001



From Sherry Olson

Family Christmas Card Newspaper clipping 1995



From Sherry Olson

Choir Retreat 1999



From Sherry Olson

Family Christmas Card 1996



From Sherry Olson

Family Christmas Card Newspaper clipping 1995



From Sherry Olson

Family Christmas Card 1992



From Sherry Olson

Family Christmas Card 1993



From Sherry Olson

Champion 2000



From Sherry Olson

Ticket to Christmas 1992



From Sherry Olson

Youth Christmas Production  1999



From Sherry Olson

VBS 1996



From Sherry Olson

Ticket to Christmas 1992



From Sherry Olson

Christmas Musical 1989-90



From Sherry Olson

Follow the Leader VBS 1995



newlywords
M A D E  W I T H      O N  N E W L Y W O R D S . C O M

E N J O Y  Y O U R  B O O K ?

S H A R E  A  T E S T I M O N I A L  A T

N E W L Y W O R D S . C O M / T E S T I M O N I A L




