
As we write this, we find ourselves blown away that the Lenten season has wrapped up and 
we are entering into Holy Week and Easter. Some of you are reading this and we have already 
celebrated Easter. Yet probably all of us are thinking, where has time gone? How are we already 
here? This may cause some anxiety for us because we are not ready for what lies ahead of us, 
simply because we have not had enough time to just stop and think about what the next few months will bring. We 
know that is true here in the church. Lent and Holy Week are very busy times for the staff and pastors, and we all know 
that just because we have made it through a wonderful Lenten Season, Holy Week, and Easter (thanks to all of you) we 
still have a very busy spring with Wednesday Night Programming starting back up, the Women’s Retreat, and planning 
for all the great things summer has in store for the church! 

So, with all this written, we have to ask ourselves… “Are We Ready?” Are We Ready, for everything, known and 
unknown, that lies before us both in our own personal lives and the life of the church? Are We Ready for the 
excitements and the disappointments? Are We Ready for the obstacles and the opportunities? Are We Ready?  

To answer this question, we have to ask an even more important question, “Where do we even begin?” Do we pull out 
our calendar and start scratching down all that is to come? Do we start by planning both family meetings and work 
meetings to talk about what is on everyone else’s calendar and then try to figure out how we mesh them together, 
hoping and praying we don’t miss anything? 

To be honest, we have learned in our own lives and in the life of the church that the best thing to do is to set aside our 
calendars and our to-do lists. It is only then we can truly stop and get aligned with God, so we can get everything else 
in line. It is easy to look at our calendars and to do lists and get overwhelmed. It is easy to want to hide when looking 
at all the things, we aren’t sure how they will turn out. It is for this reason we need to start by first focusing on God and 
remembering His words in Matthew 28:20, “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” These are the 
words Jesus spoke to His disciples who just experienced Jesus’ death and resurrection. These are the words He spoke 
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to calm their fears and anxieties of what has been and what is about to come. Just as 
the disciples did not know what was next for Jesus or them, they were reminded that, 
no matter what, Jesus was and will be with them. In short, Jesus was telling His disciples 
(as well as us) that even though you don’t know what tomorrow will bring, regardless of 
how well you plan, He will be with you, and wherever He is, there is life, there is hope, 
there is something good.  

As we, individually and as a church, look towards what is next, not just with worship, or 
programming, but the calling of a new lead pastor, we like the disciples are reminded 
that we don’t have to fear, but instead we can be excited, because God is with us and is 
going to do some amazing things. Just as He did after Jesus died, so too He will take our 
tomorrows and do something amazing. The question we need to ask now is “Are We 
Ready” to turn our eyes to God and see what amazing things He is about to do in our 
lives, because He is with us, and Bethel, until the end of time?  

We pray that as you have said, “yes” for the past years to this question, you will 
continue to, along with the pastors and staff here at Bethel, say, “YES, “We Are Ready,” 
because God is with us and for us! 

Pastor Ladd Sonnenberg and Pastor Kris Kurzejeski

E A R T H  D A Y  A T  B E T H E L
Genisis: 2:9:15 “The Lord God took man and put him 
in the Garden of Eden to work it and care for it” 

God gave us this good green earth full of awesome 
beauty and great abundance to live and prosper. It is 
our “Home Away from Home”. He also gave us the 
responsibility to care for it, not just for ourselves, but
 for generations beyond. By caring for the earth, 
we care for others as God intended.  

Earth day is about pausing to reflect on this great gift and responsibility and to give 
thanks and reverence to the sacred place we call home. At Bethel, we want to 
celebrate this day on Sunday, April 21st, 2024. We plan to have Earth-day events 
and activities for our Sunday School Class and our adult congregation will learn more 
about how God wants us to “Care”. Please join us on this day to help celebrate! 

Fun Facts about Earth Day:  
Earth Day was first established in the United States on April 22, 1970, as an annual 
event and has grown to over 193 countries. It has inspired both national and 
international efforts for preserving our planet by keeping our water, air, and land 
clean in addition to efforts for preserving wildlife. To learn more about Earth Day, 
consider checking out their website: www.earthday.org  

To further celebrate, consider attending a local fun and educational event at the 
University of River Falls, on April 20, 2024. To learn more, check-out: 
www.hope4creationrf.org/earthfest  
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Bethel offers a variety of options for you to grow in your faith with 
Bible Studies. Details at bethelhudson.org
Naomi Gathering: April 8 | 1:00PM | Janet Gavic's Home 
Dorcas Gathering: April 11 | 9:30AM | Downtown Fellowship Hall
Mary Gathering: April 11 | 1:00PM | Downtown Conference Room
Ruth Gathering: April 11 | 2:00PM | Downtown Lounge
ABC Bible Study: Mondays | 8:30AM | Via Zoom                                            
ABC strives to promote an atmosphere where all feel welcome to join the 
discussion  - there is no prep needed! Contact Karen at kypavlis@gmail.com 
for more information and the Zoom link
Men’s Bible Study:  Saturdays | 8:00AM | Highlands Campus                                       
This group welcomes any man who would like to attend. Contact Aethan at 
hartav@comcast.net for the details.
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast and Bible Study: Meet at Key’s Cafe on the first 
and third Wednesday of each month at 7:00AM. New members are always 
welcome. Contact Curt at: Truclarson1@gmail.com        

A C T I V I T I E S
You are invited to be a part 
of the following activities to 
connect at Bethel!
Quilting
Friday, April 12 & Tuesdays, April 23 & 30
Downtown, Fellowship Hall | 9:00AM
Hardanger                                                                    
Thursdays, April 4 & 18                                 
Downtown, Conference Room | 1:00PM
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BETHEL 
B R E W S
& B R O S
Men of Bethel, 
Join us for snacks, 
local brews, and fellowship 
with friends!
Friday, April 19
Hop & Barrel, Hudson
5:00 - 7:00PM 

Baptisms
Zoe Hokanson, March 17, 2024
Funerals
Georgia Adams, March 8, 2024
Duane "Pete" Peterson, March 23, 2024
Lorran Church, March 25, 2024

L I F E  E V E N T S
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Volunteers are the backbone of our ministry at Bethel 
and include many from different ages and stages of 
life. Servants who are willing to share their time and 
gifts in multiple ways.

This month we recognize our amazing volunteer, Karen Jilek. Karen and 
her husband, Bernie, moved to Hudson, from Edina, 25 years ago. Their 
combined family includes two adult children: Leah and Jay, two 
grandsons and one granddaughter. Bernie passed away in 2019 after 
a short illness. Karen is retired from a career in accounting.

As a long-tenured Bethel member, Karen has stepped up in a variety 
of ways to volunteer. You may have seen her over the years counting 
money, serving communion, working the Scandinavian Food Fest and 
countless funerals. Karen is part of the Naomi Circle where she is 
secretary and mission action coordinator. She is also the treasurer for 
the Women of Bethel and has served on the finance committee. 
Expressing her faith this Lenten season, Karen wrote a devotion for 
the published booklet. And, with her background in finance, Karen 
has assisted Gwen Cossin in financial projects. 

Karen has been an integral part of community volunteerism as well. She 
spent many years volunteering at Hudson Hospital in the housekeeping 
department, pharmacy and with the community gardens. 

In her free time, Karen involves time with family and traveling to her 
Florida home. She enjoys playing golf with friends, and is a master 
gardener who loves to exercise her green thumb. 

We commend you, Karen, and congratulate you for a job well done. 
We thank you for your joyful and humble heart for all the ways you 
serve God and others. You are a blessing to your Bethel family.

“Let your light so shine before others, that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in heaven.”

4

B E T H E L  H I G H L A N D S  P R E S C H O O L

Hudson Outreach 
   Meals for Everyone  

The second Ukraine couple, Alex Romanov and Vika Filipova (on the left) who arrived on October 22, 2023 and 
lived with Sandy & Curt Larson for 90 days, have both settled into good permanent jobs.  They have recently 
rented and moved to the new Bela Rosa Apartments on Vine Street and Carmichael Road in Hudson.  He works 
as an Internet installer, contracting with Xfinity and Vika is in the food service department at Health Partners 
Region Hospital in downtown St. Paul.  Volunteers are giving her rides to work Monday - Friday.  They are both 
very grateful to all the support from our Hudson community.  Olga Andreeva and Bill Ebert have been major 
team members to make this work so well.

Lev Nyzhnikovskyi and Anastasia Zasikan, our first sponsored couple who arrived June 2023, lived with Ann 
Martinson, Bethel's Ukraine Team Lead, and have recently moved into the same apartment building as Alex 
and Vika.  Their jobs are going well.  Lev is also an Internet installer and Anastasia continues to do housework 
and paint nails.  Our Welcome Ukraine fund at Bethel made it possible 
for Lev to transition from an unreliable company van for work to his own 
newer and reliable white club cab pickup truck which qualifies him for a 
20% increase in salary!!  Wow was he grateful also.

All four of them have continued to greatly improve their 
conversational English.

!
W E L C O M E  U K R A I N E 
T E A M  U P D A T E


