
By now when you hear “Next Chapter” you are probably 
thinking of our group of adults who gather together for social 
events outside the church. As amazing as this group is, the “Next Chapter” that I am 
referring to is our next chapter here at Bethel. As many of you know, on Sunday, April 
28th following the 9:00am worship service, the congregation voted to call me as the 
new Lead Pastor. I want to say thank you to everyone who has been a part of this 
process, the Call Committee, the Synod, the Staff, the Congregation, and my family 
and friends. There are so many amazing things happening at Bethel already. By each 
of us living out Bethel’s mission statement, we are changing lives for Christ both near 
and far. At the same time we celebrate all we have done and are doing, Pastor Kris 
and I would like to share with you that we are looking to the next chapter in the life of 
Bethel.Just this past month, Pastor Kris and I met with the council to propose a “First 
90-days” plan. To be clear this plan is not one that Pastor Kris and I have come up with 
(though we have ideas). This is one that we are inviting the staff, council, and you the 
congregation, as our theme states to, “Walk With Us” in developing with us.  

In my first 90 days, Pastor Kris and I want to hear from you considering what you 
believe are the most important things the church is doing and what we need to be 
focusing on. We believe moving forward as Bethel (church and preschool) we want to 
make sure we have a strong foundation to be able to stand on. Much like our 
Downtown Campus neighbor (the Phipps’s house) before they began to expand the 
house, they first attended to the foundation of the house so that it can be strong and 
ready to handle whatever lies ahead of it. Here at Bethel Pastor Kris, the Church 
Council, and myself feel this is equally important. What are the things we need to 
address today, so we can be ready for whatever God has prepared for us tomorrow? 
Over the next 90-days we will be meeting with the Staff, Council, and the 
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 Visit Bethel’s Facebook page to view more photos from recent events

W A L K  W I T H  U S

A S  W E  G R O W  I N 
F A I T H  A S 
B E T H E L  M E M B E R S , 
V O L U N T E E R S ,
C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R S , 
M U S I C I A N S , 
C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R S ,
A N D  B R O T H E R S  & 
S I S T E R S  I N  C H R I S T ! 

Congregation to learn what your thoughts are. You are invited to attend a listening 
session in May where you will have a chance to share your thoughts as well as your 
questions. Once we collect these thoughts, we will begin to categorize them along with 
the Executive Committee and Council in order to create committees and action teams 
which will then create an action plan on how we move forward on accomplishing them. 
It is our hope that in these “First 90-days” these committees and action teams will be 
up and running. Throughout this process we will continue to keep you informed and a 
part of the conversation. 

We are so excited to see what God has in store for us in the future, and we are also 
excited to see how God is going to work through Bethel in the next 90-days to begin 
to solidify our foundation, so that we can continue to be a united front living out our 
mission of connecting, growing, and serving. 

Thank you again for believing in me. I am excited to continue to partner with Pastor Kris 
as we look to our “Next Chapter” here at Bethel. 

All God’s Blessings, 
Pastor Ladd Sonnenberg 



Connect
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Bethel offers a variety of options for you to grow in your faith with 
Bible Studies. Details at bethelhudson.org
Naomi Gathering: May 13 | 1:30PM | Shirley McKercher's Home
Dorcas Gathering: May 9 | 9:30AM | Downtown Fellowship Hall
Mary Gathering: May 9 | 1:00PM | Downtown Conference Room
Ruth Gathering: May 9 | 2:00PM | Bonnie Knutson's Home
ABC Bible Study: Mondays | 8:30AM | Via Zoom                                            
ABC strives to promote an atmosphere where all feel welcome to join the 
discussion  - there is no prep needed! Contact Karen at kypavlis@gmail.com 
for more information and the Zoom link
Men’s Bible Study:  Saturdays | 8:00AM | Highlands Campus                                       
This group welcomes any man who would like to attend. Contact Aethan at 
hartav@comcast.net for the details.
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast and Bible Study: Meet at Key’s Cafe on the first 
and third Wednesday of each month at 7:00AM. New members are always 
welcome. Contact Curt at: Truclarson1@gmail.com        

A C T I V I T I E S
You are invited to be a part 
of the following activities to 
connect at Bethel!
Quilting
Friday, May 10 & Tuesday, May 28
Downtown, Fellowship Hall | 9:00AM
Hardanger                                                                    
Thursdays, May 2 & 16                                  
Downtown, Conference Room | 1:00PM
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BETHEL 
B R E W S
& B R O S
Men of Bethel, 
Join us for snacks, 
local brews, and fellowship 
with friends!
Friday, May 17
Hop & Barrel, Hudson
5:00 - 7:00PM 

Baptisms
Jameson Alexander Motu, April 14, 2024 
Drew Avery McAthie, April 28, 2024

Funerals
Hayes Joseph Pien, April 6, 2024
Gloria Gaynor, April 22, 2024
Elizabeth Lampman, April 27, 2024
Benét Winberg, April 29, 2024

L I F E  E V E N T S



V O L U N T E E R S 
O F  T H E  M O N T H

5

Volunteers are the backbone of our ministry at 
Bethel and involve those who come from many 
ages and stages of life. Those who are so willing to 
share their time and gifts in multiple ways.

We feature not one, but two outstanding individuals—at once—who 
have been married since 1958. Doug and Barb Peterson are long time 
Bethel members. Doug goes back to 1949 and Barb joined after 
marriage. They have raised three children: Tamara, Greg and Dan, and 
have seven grandchildren, ages 24 to 35. 

Both Doug and Barb have been actively engaged in various ways over 
the many years they’ve attended Bethel Lutheran. Doug has served 
on the council, not once but twice. He has sung in the choir for all the 
years he has been a member. Barb, too, has sung in the choir for all of 
the years she has been at Bethel. A true testament of togetherness and 
sharing their talent. Barb has taught Sunday School when their children 
were young as well as heading up VBS. Both have helped many times 
with the Scandinavian Food Fest. Barb making dozens of jars of jam and 
jelly, and Doug faithfully helping with clean up or where ever he was 
needed. Barb has served on a prior call committee and both were active 
with Bethel's 150th Anniversary committee. 

The Petersons retired a number of years ago. Doug worked for State 
Farm’s regional office in St. Paul for 40 years. Barb says with a laugh that 
she worked at anything that wasn’t “illegal or immoral” to save money 
to put herself through college, which she did at Oregon State (where 
they lived for three years).She obtained her degree in speech pathology 
and audiology. She also received her masters degree from the 
University of Wisconsin, River Falls. She was a teacher for four years and 
then entered into the field of Human Resources. All three of their 
children have followed in Doug’s footsteps and have worked for State 
Farm.

Doug is a walker—he is up early every day to walk. Barb loves to knit 
and has made numerous hats and scarves for Operation Help. In 
addition, she previously volunteered as a girl scout leader and for the 
American Association of University Women.

The Petersons love to travel and have been on seven cruises, made 
many trips to Mexico, and been to every country in Europe. 

Doug and Barb, your Bethel family marvels at your long commitment to 
each other and your dedication to volunteering over the years. You are 
an inspiration to so many who love you and value your gifts and talents. 
We thank you with much admiration.

“Well done, you good and faithful servants.”

4

B E T H E L  H I G H L A N D S  P R E S C H O O L

Hudson Outreach 
   Meals for Everyone  

We are excited to introduce composting of paper towels in our bathrooms at Highlands. 
This is part of our effort to reduce Bethel’s contribution to landfills and greenhouse gas 
emissions. Soon, you will notice the addition of a receptacle and signage in the Highlands 
bathrooms that will direct you to place your used paper towels (only) in a composting bin, 
and everything else in a trash bin. We need your help – please read the signs, and place 
your paper towels in the appropriate bin. Everything else goes in the trash bin. Help your 
children and grandchildren learn this new routine. We’ll form this habit together, in no time. 
 
Early in 2023, the Creation Care Team began helping the congregation compost paper 
products and food waste at Lenten Suppers and other Bethel events. When we do this, only 
butter packets and creamer cups go in the trash. For example, at the final Lenten Supper 
of 2024, we collected about one gallon of trash destined for the landfill. And, we collected 
about 120 gallons of compostable waste headed for the composting site in Hastings. 
Composting paper towels used in the Highlands bathrooms will expand these efforts – 
less for the landfill and more soil for farms and gardens! 

If we can recruit additional volunteer composting coaches, we can expand composting at 
Bethel even more.  Would you be interested in volunteering once every month or two at a 
Bethel event, to gently guide Bethel members in placing their trash in the appropriate bin?
Or, would you be willing to drive bags of compost to Hastings? Training will be provided to 
all volunteers! If you are interested, please contact Vicki Datt at 715-410-3800 or at 
vickidatt@gmail.com.   

! NEW! COMPOSTING AT BETHEL 
HIGHLANDS CAMPUS BATHROOMS


