
On January 26th Bethel gathered for our Annual Celebration to give God thanks for 
all the ways He has been faithful to us in 2024. Some of those things included our 
new roles as Lead Pastor and Executive Pastor. We also gave God thanks for our new  
personnel at Bethel Highlands Preschool: Michelle Webb as the Preschool Director 
and Leah Knutson as the Assistant Director, as well as new church team members: 
Middle School Director, Paul Deziel and Matt Aubert in the combined roles as High 
School Director and Community Care Coordinator. If that is not enough, we also 
recognized God’s blessings on our finances and ending the year with a surplus of over 
$200,000 that will help fund projects that we were not otherwise able to do in 2024. 
We also celebrated the fact that Bethel gave over $210,000 to a variety of local, 
national, and international organizations. All these accomplishments were possible 
because of your generosity and giving.  

God has done and IS doing amazing things here at Bethel. During the Annual  
Celebration we also talked about the amazing things God has in store for us in 2025. 
We are excited for the new council members that were voted on: Julie MacSwain, 
Charles Boeder, Carrie Treptow, Amanda Linehan, Brian Kuhl, Marshall Agrey, and  
Macie Oian. In addition, we passed a balanced budget of $1,785,939. Thank you to 
each of you who pledged and are giving to Bethel in 2025 to help us meet our new 
budget. Although we did have to reduce some ministries to make our budget, we 
will reevaluate our income and expenses mid-year as we know we will receive more 
pledges throughout the year. Furthermore, as a church, we anticipate starting to 
have conversations about strategic planning. Over the past year we have been able to 
evaluate all areas of ministry with your help and input. Now it is time to ask, “Where 
is God calling Bethel in the next 3-5 years?” It will be through these conversations 
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 Visit Bethel’s Facebook page to view more photos from recent events

together we will be able to chart a course moving forward. 

Psalm 118:29 commands us to: “Give thanks to the Lord for He  
is good, His love endures forever.” And there is so much to give 
God thanks and praise for. The greatest of all things about which 
we rejoice is God sending His Son into our world to ultimately 
take our sins and pay the price for them, so that through His 
death, we can have life. It is this story we get to hear and reflect 
on once again during our Ash Wednesday services on March 5th 
at 1:00 pm, 5:00 pm, and 7:00 pm. We truly hope that you invite 
your family and friends to join you for one of these services. 
Through this service we remember our sins and failures with the imposition of ashes, 
but most of all we rejoice through receiving Holy Communion that Christ has come and 
brought us out of darkness and into His light.  

As we continue to remember God’s faithfulness both in the past, present, and future,  
we pray that you and your family make it a practice this coming Lent to join us on 
Wednesday nights for our Holden Evening prayer services at 5:00 and 7:00 pm, with a 
dinner hosted in between at 5:45 pm. Our Lenten services and meals are truly a  
wonderful time to spend together and remember God’s faithfulness. 

In Service to Christ, 
Pastor Ladd and Pastor Kris 
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Bethel offers a variety of options for you to grow in your faith 
with Bible Studies. Details at bethelhudson.org
Naomi Gathering: March 10 | 1:00pm |Ann Martinson's Home
Dorcas Gathering: March 13 | 9:30AM | Downtown, Fellowship Hall
Mary Gathering: March 13 | 1:00PM | Downtown, Conference Room
Ruth Gathering: March 13 | 2:00PM | Bonnie Knutson's Home
ABC Bible Study: Mondays | 8:30AM | Via Zoom                                            
ABC strives to promote an atmosphere where all feel welcome to join the 
discussion  - there is no prep needed! Contact Karen at kypavlis@gmail.com 
for more information and the Zoom link
Men’s Bible Study:  Saturdays | 8:00AM | Highlands Campus                                       
This group welcomes any man who would like to attend. Contact Aethan at 
hartav@comcast.net for the details.
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast and Bible Study: Meet at Key’s Cafe on the first 
and third Wednesday of each month at 7:00AM. New members are always 
welcome. Contact Curt at: Truclarson1@gmail.com        

A C T I V I T I E S
You are invited to be a part of the following 
activities to connect at Bethel!

Quilting
Friday, March 14 & Tuesday, March 25 
Downtown, Fellowship Hall | 9:00AM
Hardanger                                                                     
Thursday, March 6                                          
Downtown, Conference Room | 1:00PM
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It is that time of year when many take to decluttering their closets and cabinets. A wonderful way to  
repurpose the items that you would like to part with (and that would also keep them out of landfills) is to 
think of who else might be able to use them!  Here are some examples of some local options to consider: 
secondhand shops, high school and university programs, religious organization collection events or other 
special programs are all thoughtful outlets.  Some local organizations that welcome your donations are  
Operation HELP, Youth Action, and Goodwill in Hudson, Fresh Threads Express in Hudson, Adoray’s Thrift 
Stores, Second Chances and Our Neighbor’s Place in River Falls and Grace Place in New Richmond. Coco’s 
Heart Dog Rescue in Somerset accepts lightly used pet supplies and unopened pet food—they have a  
drop-off site at Angel’s Pet Store in Hudson. Operation HELP also publishes a tip sheet on their website titled 
“Tips for Organizing a Charity Collection Drive” for groups that would like to organize a collection event. 

For donations of gently used furniture, consider places like Habitat for Humanity ReStores and We Do Feet in 
Hudson where items such as tables, chairs, dressers, sofas, lamps, appliances, and cookware are welcome. 
Check out the websites of these organizations if you would like more details on donations and drop-off sites! 
If you have suggestions for additional local outlets, please forward them to Bethel’s Creation Care Team or 
Pastor Ladd.

CREATION CARE DECLUTTERING TIPS


