
As I write this, my heart is heavy with the news of the recent assassination and  
assassination attempt involving Minnesota lawmakers on June 14. It is tragic and 
heartbreaking—an act of targeted political violence that shakes our sense of  
community and safety. Like many of you, I am stunned and saddened. As Governor 
Walz rightly stated, “We are not a country that settles our differences at gunpoint.”

Whether these acts are becoming more common or more visible due to media 
coverage, they are a symptom of something deeply broken in our society. But even in 
this tragedy, there is an opportunity—a moment to pause and reflect on how we, as 
followers of Jesus, respond when we encounter political or ideological disagreement.

When we find ourselves disagreeing with others, how do we respond? Are we loving, 
or do we judge? Are we listening, or are we preparing our rebuttal? In his explanation 
of the Fifth Commandment, Martin Luther writes in the Small Catechism: “We are to 
fear and love God so that we do not hurt our neighbor in any way, but help them in 
all their physical needs.”

And in the Large Catechism, Luther digs deeper, calling us not only to refrain from 
violence or harmful speech, but to examine our hearts—challenging us not to harbor 
anger or hatred even inwardly.

I’ll be honest—this is hard for me. I love these teachings because they call us to the 
heart of God’s intent: love. But I also struggle with them because I fall short. I have 
thought unkind things about others who disagree with me. I have failed to love fully.

Still, I believe there’s a redemptive path forward—and it begins with curiosity. Behind 
every act of violence or hateful word is a person with a story. Understanding  
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 Visit Bethel’s Facebook page to view more photos from recent events

someone’s story doesn't excuse harmful behavior, but it helps us 
see the humanity behind the action. We aren’t called to abandon 
our convictions; we are called to see people as God sees them—
created in God’s image and loved deeply.

This kind of understanding begins with the kinds of questions 
we ask. Open-ended questions—not the kind that are laced with 
traps or designed to “win” an argument, but ones that invite real  
dialogue. When we lead with curiosity and compassion, two  
things begin to happen:

1. People feel seen and valued. They come to understand that we care not just about 
their beliefs, but about them—and that’s when they begin to see Jesus in us. 2. We 
create a more unified community. Not because we all agree, but because we are willing 
to listen. That kind of unity—rooted in humility and grace—can help us live more truly as 
a nation “under God.”

One of the things I treasure most about Bethel is our diversity—not just in age or  
background, but in our political views. We have people who sit on both sides of the aisle, 
and that’s not just “okay”—it’s good. Bethel doesn’t lean left or right; we lean toward 
Christ.

We are a church that values connecting, growth, and service. We don’t seek to be  
uniform in our thinking, but united in our purpose: to love as Jesus loves. As Jesus says in 
John 13:34: “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another.”

Let us not withhold love or respect because of differences but love in the midst of them. 
That’s what Christ calls us to do. That’s what our world desperately needs.

In Christ, 
Pastor Ladd Sonnenberg & Pastor Kris Kurzejeski
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Bethel offers a variety of options for you to grow in your faith 
with Bible Studies. Details at bethelhudson.org

Naomi Gathering: July 14 | 1:00pm | Janet Johnson's Home
Dorcas Gathering: Will not meet in July or August
Mary Gathering:Will not meet in July or August
Ruth Gathering: Will not meet in July or August
ABC Bible Study: Will not meet in July or August 
ABC strives to promote an atmosphere where all feel welcome to join the 
discussion! Contact Karen at kypavlis@gmail.com for more information.
Men’s Bible Study:  Saturdays | 8:00AM | Downtown Campus, Engedi                                       
This group welcomes any man who would like to attend. Contact Aethan at 
hartav@comcast.net for the details.
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast and Bible Study: Meet at Key’s Cafe on the 
first and third Wednesday of each month at 7:00AM. New members are 
always welcome. Contact Curt at: Truclarson1@gmail.com        

A C T I V I T I E S
You are invited to be a part 
of the following activities 
to connect at Bethel!
Quilting
Friday, July 11  & Tuesdays, July 22 & 29
Downtown, Fellowship Hall | 9:00AM
Hardanger                                                                     
Thursday, July 3                                             
Downtown, Conference Room | 1:00PM
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Weddings:
James Kroll & Katherine Reams, June 21, 2025
Bryan Sengbusch & Jessie Benson, June 28, 2025

Funerals:
Rebecca Nagel, June 7, 2025
Randy Karow, June 19, 2025
William "Bill" Jenkinson, June 29, 2025
 
Baptisms:
Mikaela Ann McLean, June 8, 2025

L I F E  E V E N T S
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Dear Bethel Members & Friends, 

As we approach the summer months, we are delighted to share some wonderful news about the financial health of our 
church. Thanks to your generous and faithful giving, Bethel is in a strong financial position through May 2025. Offerings 
have met 100% of our budgeted goals—what a blessing! 

Your ongoing support, especially from those who participate in regular giving through ACH agreements, has made a 
remarkable difference. Whether you’re at the cabin, traveling, or spending time with loved ones this summer, your 
sustained gifts help ensure that our ministries continue to thrive. We are deeply grateful for your commitment and 
generosity. 

Because of this positive momentum, we are excited to announce a shift in our staffing plans. Previously, we were 
considering an interim faith formation pastor. Now, with our healthy cash flow and your continued support, we are 
expanding our search to a part-time ongoing role, with the hope that it will grow into a full-time position in the future. 
This is an exciting step forward for our faith formation ministry! 

Behind the scenes, our finance committee has been hard at work. We have taken steps to consolidate some of our 
banking into higher interest-bearing accounts and have invested in additional certificates of deposit to take advantage 
of better interest rates. We have also been working with our Interim Business Administrators to streamline the financial 
function, better document procedures, and recruit new financial staff. These efforts help us steward your gifts wisely and 
ensure a strong foundation for future ministry. 

As we celebrate these blessings, let us remember the words of Scripture: 
“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful giver.” —2 Corinthians 9:7 

Thank you for your generosity, your faith, and your partnership in ministry. Together, we are building a vibrant future for 
all generations at Bethel. 

With gratitude, 
Amanda Linehan 
Financial Secretary, on behalf of the Finance Committee

BLESSINGS ABOUND AT BETHEL 

Now Enrolling for Fall 2025! Full-Day Preschool for 3- and 4-Year-Olds

Are you searching for a high-quality, family-oriented preschool that values 
play as the foundation for learning? Look no further than Bethel Highlands 
Preschool—where curiosity, creativity, and connection come to life.

We offer: A play-based curriculum that supports whole-child 
development, daily opportunities for outdoor exploration and nature play, 
small class sizes with a warm, family-friendly atmosphere, and full-day 
programs for both 3- and 4-year-olds

Let your child thrive in a nurturing environment that balances imaginative 
play with nature-rich experiences.

Spots are limited—schedule your tour today at bhphudson.org


