
As I write this, there is full force decorating going on at Highlands for this year’s 
Vacation Bible School. Artificial Christmas trees have been donated for the week and 
magic is happening to turn our campus into a north woods experience in the middle 
of what has been a hot Wisconsin summer. Although VBS will be over by the time you 
get this newsletter, I highlight this event because it is such a great example of how 
the Bethel community comes together to create an experience in which faith can be 
nurtured. 

If we are to continue to pass our faith on to the next generations, this kind of  
intergenerational cooperation and creativity must continue. Over the last several 
years, I have been so excited to see young people showing up to help at the  
Scandinavian Food Fest and having a great time doing so. Sharing our traditions, 
along with our faith, leads to powerful moments and memories. 

We hope that you will join us in finding ways to continue to build relationships  
between generations and show our younger people why we are so passionate about 
the God we worship, pray to, and praise. As such, we invite you to join us for our 
annual Great Bethel Get-Together coming up on Sunday, September 7th at 9:30 at 
our Highlands location. This will be our only service that day and we will have food, 
fellowship, and games for the kids following the service. Come and help us celebrate 
the kick-off to another programmatic year and to share our excitement about all the 
ways that we invest in Bethel’s future. 

When we foster faith in each other, we often find ourselves with a desire to share  
this Good News with others and live out our faith through service. That has been the  
story of the summer here at Bethel. Not only have we had a group in Tanzania  
making global faith connections, but both our high school and middle school  
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 Visit Bethel’s Facebook page to view more photos from recent events

students have been at work engaging in service in Colorado and 
locally. We have heard from some of these students in worship  
already and they have shared stories of how their lives were 
changed by reaching out to help others and meet them in their 
needs. When we join together, there is no limit to what we might 
accomplish and the difference that can be made. 

We encourage you to find ways that you might serve, too. We  
have a prayer group that prays weekly for those who have  
identified their needs and concerns. Home Meal meets on the first 
and third Thursday of the month at our Downtown location and our  
volunteers find it so satisfying to share a meal with neighbors and friends. Whether it’s 
various collections for Pine Ridge Reservation, the Hudson Food Cupboard, Operation 
Help or other places throughout the year, you step up and provide. There are numerous 
ways to get involved and find your passion in serving. Please talk to the pastors if you 
would like to find the right volunteer opportunity for you! Bethel makes a difference in 
our community and beyond. Thank you for all that you do, good and faithful servants. 
We appreciate you and we love to see you living out your faith in big ways and in small 
ways, because ALL ways matter. 

Ephesians 6:7, “Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people.” 

God Bless,
Pastor Kris and Pastor Ladd

G E N E R A T I O N 
T O  G E N E R A T I O N

W E  G R O W 
I N  F A I T H  A S 
B E T H E L  M E M B E R S , 
V O L U N T E E R S ,
C O M M I T T E E 
M E M B E R S , 
M U S I C I A N S ,  A N D 
T O G E T H E R  A S  A
C O M M U N I T Y 
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Bethel offers a variety of options for you to grow in your faith 
with Bible Studies. Details at bethelhudson.org

Naomi Gathering: August 11 | 1:30pm | Weitkamp Park
Dorcas Gathering: Will resume meeting in September
Mary Gathering: Will resume meeting in September
Ruth Gathering: Will resume meeting in September
ABC Bible Study: Will resume meeting in September 
ABC strives to promote an atmosphere where all feel welcome to join the 
discussion! Contact Karen at kypavlis@gmail.com for more information.
Men’s Bible Study:  Saturdays | 8:00AM | Downtown Campus, Engedi                                       
This group welcomes any man who would like to attend. Contact Aethan 
at hartav@comcast.net for the details.
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast and Bible Study: Meet at Key’s Cafe on the 
first and third Wednesday of each month at 7:00AM. New members are 
always welcome. Contact Curt at: Truclarson1@gmail.com        

A C T I V I T I E S
You are invited to be a part 
of the following activities 
to connect at Bethel!
Quilting
Friday, August 8 
Downtown, Fellowship Hall | 9:00AM
Hardanger                                                                     
Thursday, August 7                                           
Downtown, Conference Room | 1:00PM
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Funeral:
Lori Gunderson, July 19, 2025
 
Baptism:
Roman Delano Bjork, July 13, 2025

L I F E  E V E N T S

Thank you to the nearly 100 youth 
volunteers at True North VBS!
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One of the ways we can care for God’s creation is to call our elected officials about issues related to protecting and 
restoring the planet. When we call our representatives, we make them aware of concerns that are important to us and 
hold them accountable. For example, you may want to make your voice heard regarding a specific issue that is close to 
your heart, such as:
• Protecting our national parks and forests,
• Supporting US climate and weather research and services,
• Funding measures that support clean air, water or energy, or
• Some other local, state or national creation care matter that will soon 
   be decided upon or that you want your representative to influence.

It’s easy, and only takes a few minutes.

How To Call Your Elected Officials
1. Look up your federal, state, county or city officials at myvote.wi.gov. Choose the individual you wish to call and find 
their phone number online. Contact information for federal officials can also be found at creationcare.org, the website 
for the Evangelical Environmental Network (select Get Involved, Take Action, then put in your address and zip code).

2. Prepare your comments, including your views and requests. 

3. Make the call. Be ready to talk with a staff person or leave a message.  Provide your name and address. Then, share 
your comments. Be friendly and kind.  

Don’t be shy about calling your representatives. In fact, make it a habit. God calls us to care for His creation, and one way 
we can do this is to call them. We’re the people, and they work for us.

TAKE ACTION FOR CREATION 

From June 28 through July 13, nine members of Bethel Lutheran Church 
traveled to Iringa, Tanzania, to strengthen our partnerships and deepen 
relationships with our brothers and sisters in Christ. During this  
meaningful journey, the group visited our partner churches—Cathedral 
and Wilolesi—as well as our mission partners at the Huruma Orphanage 
and the Diocese of Iringa. A highlight of the trip was the opportunity to 
establish a new partnership with the Nyamihuu Congregation, located just 
an hour outside of Iringa. This exciting new connection marks another 
step in expanding our shared ministry across the globe. The team looks 
forward to sharing more stories, photos, and reflections from their time  
in Tanzania during a special presentation in November. 

Thank you for your continued prayers and generous support. Together, we 
are living out Bethel’s mission—both here in the United States and around 
the world!

 
 BETHEL TEAM VISITS  
PARTNERS IN TANZANIA


