
As you receive this newsletter, we will be knee-deep in Lent (and  
hopefully not snow). We hope you have enjoyed our talented guest 
musicians, those who have so touchingly shared the Gospel through 
their skit monologues, our amazing Holden Even Prayer leaders, the 
wonderful food and fellowship, and this time to focus on drawing closer 
to God. None of the many things that happen at Bethel could take place 
if it weren’t for your involvement and support. As your pastors, we want 
to say, “Thank You” for walking with us on this journey of faith. We are 
beyond grateful for all the ways that you contribute to our community at 
Bethel.  

Speaking of gratitude, Holy week and Easter are fast-approaching, as we 
mark the most meaningful and life-changing events of the Christian faith. 
Our Maundy Thursday services will be held on Thursday, March 28th at 
1:00pm Downtown, and 5 and 7pm at Highlands. We will celebrate First 
Communion with families at these services, always a joyful celebration to 
invite our young ones to receive this holy sacrament. Good Friday  
services will be held on Friday, March 29th at 1:00pm Downtown and 5 
and 7pm at Highlands. These services will reflect the somber tone of the 
day, and the altar will be stripped as we prepare for Easter. 

This year, Easter Sunday is quite early on March 31st. Due to the amount 
of people expected to worship for Easter, the decision was made to  
revert to our previous worship schedule for that day to be more  
accommodating. 

Please check
for the latest updates 

regarding worship, 
classes, and events at: 

bethelhudson.org 

Stay Connected 

Bethel Lutheran 
Church, Hudson, WI facebook.com/blchudson/

JOIN US FOR THE HOLIEST 
TIME OF THE YEAR

Non-Profit
Organization

U.S. Postage Paid
Hudson, WI

54016
Permit #79

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

920 Third Street
Hudson, WI 54016

March
2024

Volume 9
Issue 3



2 7
BETHELHUDSON.ORG

FACEBOOK.COM/BLCHUDSON/

INSTAGRAM: BETHELHUDSON

YOUTUBE: BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH HUDSON WI

BETHEL@BETHELHUDSON.ORG

PASTORAL STAFF
Kris Kurzejeski, Adult Ministries Pastor
Ladd Sonnenberg, Youth & Families Pastor

YOUTH MINISTRY STAFF
Cindy Halunen, Middle School Ministry
Matt Aubart, High School Ministry
Carole DeJardin, Children’s Ministry
Marcie Andrews, Youth Ministry 
Communication Director

MUSIC MINISTRY STAFF
Skip James, Traditional Music Director
Craig Koehnen, Contemporary Worship Director
Sonja McGill, Handbell Director

SUPPORT STAFF
Gwen Cossin, Business Administrator
Tammy Huberty, Administrative Assistant
Kathy Jeska, Worship Support Coordinator
Hannah Cobian, Communications Director
Koreen Theisen, Event Coordinator
John Lischewski, Donations Accountant
Patrick Willson, Media Technician

FACILITY & CUSTODIAL STAFF
Cory Wong, Facilities Manager
Will Jeska, Facilities Support Specialist

BETHEL HIGHLANDS PRESCHOOL,               

Michelle Webb, Interim Director of                        
Programming 
Leah Knutson, Interim Assitant Director

Staff can be reached via email through 
bethelhudson.org/about/staff

DOWNTOWN CAMPUS
920 Third Street | Hudson, WI
715.386.8821

HIGHLANDS CAMPUS
504 Frontage Road | Hudson, WI

CONNECT
WITH US
ONLINE

 Visit Bethel’s Facebook page to view more photos from recent events

W A L K  W I T H  U S

A S  W E  G R O W  I N 
F A I T H  A S 
B E T H E L  M E M B E R S , 
V O L U N T E E R S ,
C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R S , 
M U S I C I A N S , 
C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R S ,
A N D  B R O T H E R S  & 
S I S T E R S  I N  C H R I S T ! 

On Easter Sunday, we invite you to worship with us at one of the following times:  

6:30am and 8:00am | Bethel Downtown Campus
9:30am and 11:00am | Bethel Highlands Campus

Caramel rolls will be available for pre-order and pickup on 
Easter Sunday, and pending availability, for purchase on that day. 
These treats not only support youth ministry at Bethel but are 
fabulous to share at your family gatherings! 

It is a joy and privilege to unite as the gathered body of Christ to worship our 
crucified and risen Savior! Through all times in our personal and communal lives 
– joyful, mournful, challenging, changing – the one thing that can always unite 
us is how magnificently fortunate we are to be children of the most High and 
Holy God, whose Spirit daily works within us to bring blessings out of brokenness 
and ignite our hearts in service for the Kingdom of Christ, now and yet to come. 
Please join us in worship – we encourage you to invite your friends as well!

Pastor Kris Kurzejeski and Pastor Ladd Sonnenberg

The direction of the Call Committee continues to focus on the Connect, Grow,
and Serve mission of Bethel Lutheran Church in our quest to call our next lead 
pastor.  We want to thank you again for all your valued feedback and passion.  

We met with the synod and are working as thoughtfully and expeditiously as  
possible. Quite honestly, we are moving faster than what we can accurately 
represent in the newsletter as publication occurs weeks after the draft is  
submitted. Therefore, we invite you to note the pre-service announcement slides 
or check out the "Call Process" updates on the website.  We will update both the 
slides and the Call Process section of the website frequently. 

Together in Christ,
Your Call Committee: Dennis Duerst, Dave Holt, Nicole Lato, Sheila Loy, Jackie 
Stutzman, Linda Tuenge-Williams, Matt Wolf

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE



Connect
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Bethel offers a variety of options for you to grow in your faith with 
Bible Studies. Details at bethelhudson.org
Dorcas Gathering: March 14 | 9:30AM | Downtown Fellowship Hall
Mary Gathering: March 14 | 1:00PM | Downtown Conference Room
Ruth Gathering: March 14 | 2:00PM | Downtown Lounge
Naomi Gathering: March 11 | 1:00PM | Downtown Fellowship Hall
ABC Bible Study: Mondays | 8:30AM | Via Zoom                                            
ABC strives to promote an atmosphere where all feel welcome to join the 
discussion  - there is no prep needed! Contact Karen at kypavlis@gmail.com 
for more information and the Zoom link
Men’s Bible Study:  Saturdays | 8:00AM | Highlands Campus                                       
This group welcomes any man who would like to attend. Contact Aethan at 
hartav@comcast.net for the details.
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast and Bible Study: Meet at Key’s Cafe on the first 
and third Wednesday of each month at 7:00AM. New members are always 
welcome. Contact Curt at: Truclarson1@gmail.com        

A C T I V I T I E S
You are invited to be a part 
of the following activities to 
connect at Bethel!
Quilting
Friday, March 8 & Tuesday, March 26
Downtown, Fellowship Hall | 9:00AM
Hardanger                                                                    
Thursdays, March 7 & 21                            
Downtown, Conference Room | 1:00PM
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BETHEL 
B R E W S
& B R O S
Men of Bethel, 
Join us for snacks, local 
brews, and fellowship with 
friends!
Friday, March 15
Hop & Barrel, Hudson
5:00 - 7:00PM 

Funeral
Ardys Hustad, February 12, 2024
Tom Geistfeld Sr., February 23, 2024

L I F E  E V E N T S



V O L U N T E E R 
O F  T H E  M O N T H
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Volunteers are the backbone of our ministry at Bethel. 
There are so many people, of so many ages, who do so 
much to serve God and others.

This month we feature and celebrate our outstanding 
volunteer, Marshall Agrey, who has been a Bethel member for about 
ten years. Marshall and his wife, Angie, live in Hudson and are raising 
three boys: Ryan, Logan and Dylan. 

Marshall is a busy man yet selflessly contributes time to volunteering. 
He has been on the sanctuary transitions committee, stewardship 
committee and the 2020 expansion committee. Serving on the council, 
Marshall is the financial secretary and often assists with the offering at 
the 9 a.m. service. In addition, Marshall partakes in Brews and Bros and 
has written a past Lenten devotional. 

Growing up in Ellsworth, WI, Marshall and his wife moved to Hudson 
in 2010 and began attending Bethel Lutheran at that time. In 2013 
Marshall and his family became members. He has made a career in the 
construction industry and is employed as a project manager for Twin 
Cities Hardware Company.

Outside of work, Marshall is involved in coaching his children’s sports 
such as soccer, baseball and T-ball, as well as attending their activities. 
When not busy going in many directions, Marshall’s personal time is 
spent being physically active with golfing, fishing, bowling, and  
running.

Congratulations, Marshall! You are commended and appreciated by 
your Bethel family. Your example of a humble and giving heart shines 
through your gifts of service to God as well as your brothers and  
sisters in Christ. God’s blessings as you continue to serve generously 
and joyfully.

“Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”
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B E T H E L  H I G H L A N D S  P R E S C H O O L

Hudson Outreach 
   Meals for Everyone  

Native prairies are characterized by a lack of trees and tall shrubs and are 
dominated by grasses, sedges and wildflowers. Prairies provide habitat for a 
wide variety of wildlife including important pollinators: from butterflies and 
beetles to birds and bees. Over 80% of the world’s flowering plants require a 
pollinator to produce all the fruits, nuts and vegetables we eat.  

The root system of prairie plants can be 20 feet deep. This massive system 
improves water quality by trapping and filtering both nutrients and sediments,
recharges and filters groundwater, reduces erosion and nutrient runoff and 
moderates flooding by slowing run-off and maintaining a large water storage 
capacity. The extensive root systems deposit carbon into deep soil layers cleaning the air and providing 
carbon sequestration. When prairie strips are planted into crop fields it can increase agricultural productivity 
and reduce sediment, phosphorus, and nitrogen runoff.  

Native tallgrass prairies are among the most decimated and threatened natural communities in the Midwest 
and the world. Less than 1% remains in Wisconsin.  

Historically, one of the largest contiguous prairies in the state was found right here in St Croix County. The 
Western Prairie Habitat Restoration Area (WPHRA) was established with the goal of restoring 10% (20,000 
acres) of the native prairie that was once here. Bethel could be part of that restoration effort since it is found 
within the WPHRA. Restoring native prairie at Bethel Highlands would provide valuable pollinator and 
grassland bird habitat.  As conversation about this great opportunity continue, we will update you in 
upcoming Connection editions!

!
V A L U E  O F  A 
N A T I V E  P R A I R I E


