Comprehension and Reflection Questions for Nehemiah

1. What was Nehemiah’s position in the Persian court?

2. What report caused Nehemiah to mourn, fast, and pray?
         a) The death of his relative
         b) The destruction of the Persian temple
         c) The distress and broken walls of Jerusalem
         d) A famine in Judah

3. How did King Artaxerxes react when Nehemiah asked to go rebuild Jerusalem?

4. Who were the two main men who were “deeply disturbed” that someone had come to seek the welfare of the Israelites?
         a) Ezra and Tobiah
         b) Sanballat and Tobiah
         c) Geshem and Nehemiah
         d) Artaxerxes and Sanballat

5. How did Tobiah the Ammonite mock the Jews’ rebuilding efforts?
         a) He said even a fox could break down their wall
         b) He claimed their wall would never be completed
         c) He said their stones were too weak
         d) He said the wall wasn’t straight

6. What false tactic did Sanballat and Tobiah try to use against Nehemiah?

7. How many days did it take to finish rebuilding the wall?
         a) 100
         b) 40
         c) 75
         d) 52

8. Who read the Law of Moses aloud to the people, and what was their reaction?

 9. During the dedication of the wall, what two groups did Nehemiah organize?
         a) Scribes and gatekeepers
         b) Merchants and judges
         c) Two large choirs that gave thanks
         d) Builders and warriors

10. What did Nehemiah discover upon returning to Jerusalem that deeply disturbed him?



Answer Key

1. Cupbearer to the king. (Nehemiah 1:11)

2. c) The distress and broken walls of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 1:3–4)

3. He granted the request and gave letters of support. (Nehemiah 2:6–9)

4. b) Sanballat and Tobiah (Nehemiah 2:10)

5. a) He said even a fox could break down their wall (Nehemiah 4:3)

6. They attempted to lure him into a trap and spread rumors that he wanted to become king. (Nehemiah 6:2–7)

7. d) 52 (Nehemiah 6:15)

8. Ezra the teacher of the Law read it, and the people wept as they understood it. (Nehemiah 8:3–9)

9. c) Two large choirs that gave thanks (Nehemiah 12:31)

10. Tobiah had been given a room in the temple courts, and temple duties were being neglected. (Nehemiah 13:4–11)

