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A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, Caring church
Sharing God’s love story since 1873

My Dear Friend,

Walking down memory lane, I recall the gentle slope of the road leading to my grandparents’
home and the hill beyond. Those cherished summer vacations in their welcoming house in
Mangalore, India, remain vivid in my mind—the sprawling grounds, the little hill behind, the
large, deep open well, and the abundance of home-grown guavas, mangoes, pineapples, and
cashews. Mangoes nestled in beds of hay were placed beneath most cots in the home, and oh, how
I remember the sweet aroma as they ripened! I think back to moments spent in my grandfather’s
study, and of admiring his strength as he lifted heavy weights during his daily exercise times. I
can close my eyes and still hear the voice of my sweet, godly grandmother, Kamala, singing
hymns in the evening. These memories are treasures I carry with me—and nostalgia is never far
behind.

Time has moved on. My grandparents have passed on. I am no longer the little boy I used to be –
but the memories remain, reminding me of the enduring legacy of love and faith across
generations (2 Timothy 1:5).

The season of Lent is a powerful reminder to remember. It is a call to walk down memory lane
with Jesus, the Savior of the world. The Via Dolorosa—meaning "Way of Suffering"—is a path in
Jerusalem believed to trace Jesus’ final journey to His crucifixion. Marked by fourteen Stations of
the Cross, each station recalls a profound moment from Jesus’ journey to Calvary (see Luke
23:26-49). Today, pilgrims walk this route in devotion, reflecting on Christ’s ultimate sacrifice
for the sins of the world.
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APRIL & MAY THEME:  A PEOPLE OF THE RESURRECTION

2026 THEME: FOR THE ONE.

April 5 - Easter Sunday
Mary Magdalene - The Power of Love
John 20:11-18
Baptisms following our 11:00 a.m. service 

April 12
Emmaus Travelers - 
The Power to Defeat Defeat
Luke 24:13-35

April 19
Thomas - The Power of the Evidence
John 20:24-29

April 26
A Reluctant Gideon
Isaiah 55:6-11
Preacher: George Parmer

As we enter another Easter season, we are reminded that Jesus’ journey did not end at the cross—the
story continues at the empty tomb and the triumph of resurrection morning. The universal
proclamation of faith resounds: “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” (Matthew 28:6; 1 Corinthians
15:20) Through the ages, this truth has echoed, offering hope and renewal to all who believe.

As you journeyed through our Lenten series, “Faces on the Way to the Cross,” was there a character
who resonated deeply with you? Was there a moment when the gospel stirred your heart to joy,
conviction, or a call to mission? When God speaks, our best response is obedience (John 14:23). I
pray you experience the joy of being a doer of God’s Word (James 1:22).

As we begin our new series, “A People of the Resurrection,” let us earnestly pray for the grace to be
obedient to the One who gave everything for us, so that we may give ourselves wholly to Him
(Romans 12:1).

All because of Easter,
Arun

“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen; not only because I see it,
but because by it I see everything else.” C.S. Lewis

May 3 - Communion Sunday
Peter - The Power to Begin Again
John 21:1-19

May 10 - Mother’s Day
Mary - The Power of A Thank You
John 19:25-27

May 17
The Disciples - The Power of Our Mission
Matthew 28:16-20

May 24
The Early Church - The Power of the Holy Spirit
Acts 2:1-21

May 31 - Combined Service in Fellowship Hall
Saul - The Power of Transformation 
Acts 9:1-19

April 2 - Maundy Thursday at 7:00 p.m.
Altar Rail Holy Communion
The Unanswered Prayer of Jesus
John 17:11, 20-23
Rev. Dr. John Smith

SPECIAL SERVICES 

April 3 - Good Friday Tenebrae at 7:00 p.m.
Experience the power of the Scriptures, light and
darkness and the passion and death of Jesus
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

Trinity will host a 24-hour prayer vigil in connection with the National Day of Prayer. Consider
signing up for a ½ hour time of prayer. The 24-hour vigil will begin on Wednesday evening, May
6, at 6:30 p.m. and conclude on Thursday evening, May 7, at 6:30 p.m. 

If you are praying from 6:30 p.m. until 6:30 a.m., you will have a prayer guide to be led in prayer
at home. If you pray on Thursday, May 7, from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m., you will be welcomed
at the church by greeters and will be led in prayer by an on-screen guide. Signups for the prayer
vigil will be in the church lobby beginning on Sunday, April 12. 

 

“Glorify God Among the Nations, Seeking Him in All Generations” is the theme for this 75
Anniversary of the National Day of Prayer and the 250  Anniversary of the United States. Let’s
come together in prayer as we seek God to do great things in our church, community, country,
and world.

th

th

 PRAYER FOCUS FOR MARCH

For the people whose lives have been
devastated by the war in the Middle East.

For peace. For our troops. 

April 3 -
Community Good Friday at 12:00 p.m.
West Shore Theater

April 5 -
Community Easter Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m.
at the Borough Park
Hosted by Baughman Church  

COMMUNITY SERVICES SAVE THE DATE
June 7, 2026 at 9:15 a.m. 

Music Sunday in the sanctuary.
Invite your family and friends. 

YOUTH MINISTRY HOSTING MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE TRIP
THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2026

Are you interested in joining us for a bus trip to the Museum of the Bible, Washington, DC?
We will depart Trinity at 6:30 a.m., tour the museum, enjoy lunch and free time in DC, and
return by 9:15 p.m. A quick fast-food stop is planned on the way home. Please bring money
for your own meals and snacks. The Museum of the Bible features interactive exhibits for all
ages and offers an immersive experience that brings the history, narrative, and impact of the
Bible to life through interactive exhibits and artifacts.  Need a scholarship? Contact Pastor
Arun.  To register, please complete a registration form and waiver. Questions? Contact
Barbara Hawk. Bus trip: $50/pp; Museum of the Bible: $35/adult and $25/youth.  Explore
more at https://www.museumofthebible.org. 
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APRIL 2026 BIBLE READING PLAN: A PEOPLE OF THE RESURRECTION

Daily application questions:
1.What did I learn from today’s reading about the Lord?
2.Is there a promise, command, or example that inspires me?
3.Write a brief prayer based on a verse or idea that stands out to you. 
4.Keep that verse or idea with you on a piece of paper or on your handheld device. 

       Every 2 hours, pause for a “blessing break” to reflect upon those words. Your day will be blessed!



Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail. They are
new every morning; great is Your faithfulness. Lamentations 3:22-23 (NIV)

I store most of my digital files, including all my Tidings articles, on an external hard drive because
my computer has limited storage. While sitting down to write this piece, the drive’s indicator light
was on, yet it wouldn't show up on my computer. After several fruitless attempts to resolve the issue,
I finally restarted my computer for the first time in weeks. Upon logging back in, the computer
recognized the drive immediately, as if the connection had never been lost.

Last November, my life accelerated as extra work, basketball officiating, and Christmas events were
added to an already busy schedule. Running to a different place every night took its toll; before long,
I was overworked and under-rested, often falling asleep on the couch immediately after getting
home. I crashed into Christmas Eve like an airplane without wings and hit the bed like a sack of
bricks, convinced I could sleep straight into 2026. However, after a few days of rest, I was ready to
dive back into work and life with newfound energy.

What is the similarity between these two stories? In both cases, a simple reset resolved a significant
struggle. Just as a reboot clears a computer’s errors, God offers us a spiritual restart. We often try to
power through our own 'glitches' or 'system failures', forgetting that we weren't designed to run
indefinitely without a pause. This is clearly seen in Isaiah 40:31: 'But those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint." As grateful as I am for physical resets, I am even more grateful for
the spiritual reset God offers me every day - I know I need it!

No matter how crashed or ‘unresponsive’ our lives may feel, God offers a daily reset that ensures we
will walk and not be faint, and by choosing to stop and reboot in His presence, we find the strength
we cannot create on our own. As we embrace His mercies that are new every morning, we are
empowered to soar on wings like eagles into whatever challenges lie ahead.
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WHEN LIFE NEEDS A RESTART by Jamie Bream, Contemporary Worship Leader

REVIVE 3RD ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEON 
SUNDAY, APRIL 19 @ 1:00 P.M.

We thank the Lord for three years of His faithfulness to us at Revive, Trinity’s contemporary
worship experience. We appreciate Jamie Bream and everyone who serves in leading us in
worship and in tech, audio, and video roles. We are especially grateful to each of you for
supporting this ministry with your prayers, presence, and participation. God has been good to us.
We pray Revive will reach the next level of blessing by His grace. 

All Revive attendees are invited to this special service. The service will feature testimonies of
how attendees have been blessed. Lunch will follow. Please confirm your participation by filling
out the provided form or by contacting Jamie Bream or the church office. 

On that day, we will be displaying the names of songs that we have used in worship at Revive and
will ask you to pick your top three choices. We will also ask you to pick any three songs of your
choice which are not part of our list, which will help us to have an idea of the songs that mean
something special to you in worship.



The Apostles’ Creed includes the line, “ I believe in the holy universal Church”.  I recently had a
conversation with the pastor about the broad and deep cultural heritage that we are able to draw from
when selecting music for worship.  That our faith is connected with people of many cultures across
the centuries and around the world is an incredible thing.  It is amazing that our Sunday worship may
sometimes involve a piece of music being heard for the first time - ever - and other times we may be
singing something that the Church has sung in various languages and locations for a thousand years!  
With that in mind, I hope you will take time to explore and appreciate the heritage of some of the
music used at Trinity during Lent, Holy Week, and Easter this year.  

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” TEXT: Charles Wesley, England, 1739; MUSIC: Anonymous,
first published in England, 1708. A prolific hymn writer and founder of Methodism, Charles Wesley
wrote this text, which was paired with various tunes in its early years. It eventually became indelibly
linked to the tune “Easter Hymn”, which had its first known publication 40 years BEFORE Wesley
wrote the words.

“Hosanna!” TEXT & MUSIC: Carl Tuttle, California, 1985. Born in Massachusetts, Tuttle was a
pioneer in the development of contemporary Christian music and an influential worship leader who
spent much of his career working for a charismatic ministry in California. Tuttle passed away in
2025.

“The Doxology” TEXT: Thomas Ken, England, 1674; MUSIC: Louis Bourgeois, French, working in
Switzerland, mid-1500s. We call this tune “OLD 100th” because of its common association with an
English version of Psalm 100 from the late 1500s.  Even earlier, the tune was used for Psalm 134 in
John Calvin’s Genevan Psalter. The tune later became popular among German reformers and has
been used by many composers over the years, including J.S. Bach in the 1700s, Mendelssohn in the
1800s, and Vaughan Williams for the 1953 coronation of Queen Elizabeth II.   These brief eight bars
of music have nearly five centuries of history that passes through France, Switzerland, England, and
Germany before arriving in New Cumberland, PA!

“Carillon of Praise” MUSIC: Cathy Mocklebust, South Dakota, 2018. This handbell composition
imitates the joyous ringing of a carillon and quotes the hymn, “Praise, My Soul the King of Heaven”,
which was written in England in 1869.  

“Hosanna to the Son of David”  TEXT:  Matthew 21:9  (1st century AD), quoting Psalm 118 (ca.
500 BC); MUSIC: David Halls, England, 2006. This music sets a Biblical text that has been spoken
and sung continuously in Jewish and Christian worship around the world for 2500 years!

“Aint-a-That Good News” MUSIC:  Marianne Kim, Illinois, 2020. The original musical source is
an African American Spiritual which draws on the experiences of enslaved peoples in the southern
United States and folk music traditions from Africa and the Americas.  Here, it is arranged for organ
by a woman born and raised in Korea, now living in Chicago.  The musical genealogy of this
arrangement covers multiple centuries and spans half the globe!

I look forward to growing the musical heritage of Trinity on Bridge along with all of you!

Hebrews 12:1
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NOTES FROM THE ORGAN BENCH by Andrew Meade,  Organist & Director of Traditional Music
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Saturday, April 25 at 8:00 a.m. 
Trinity’s Men’s Breakfast Fellowship at Perkins
Restaurant, 7 Erford Rd, Lemoyne, PA 17043.

To know more, speak with Rev. Ken Ross, 
Ralph Hawk, or Pastor Arun 

MEN’S CHECKLIST FOR LIFE CROSS TALKS 2026

We are grateful for everyone who attended
these sessions. 

Our gratitude to:
Ken Gable and our wonderful team of
men for preparing sumptuous breakfasts. 
Gibby Parthermore Jr., Sharon Mathews,
Rev. John Hawbaker, Jed Beshore, and
George Karnes for contributing to the
conversations through their experiences
and wisdom.
Bishop Pauline Peifer, Rev. Ken Ross,
and Rev. Arun Andrews for anchoring
the discussions.

We are grateful for the Small Groups which are meeting during this Lenten Season to study
“Faces on the Way to the Cross”, written by Pastor Arun Andrews. It is so helpful to receive
new insights for living during the Sunday morning message and then reflect again in the small
groups as we study together during the week.

Thank you to the following who have so graciously opened their homes and/or led the studies:
George and Kathy Karnes, Michelle Meckley, John and Shirley Sharpe, Deb Smith, Barb Hawk,
Jim and Jody Blacksmith, John and Barb Mickle, Pastor Arun Andrews, Ken Ross, Vicky
Forman, Beth and Ron Sider, and Pauline Peifer. Thank you to the many participants who joined
a small group over Lent. What a blessing to share and study together the Word of God!

SMALL GROUPS THANK YOU! by Bishop Pauline Peifer, Discipleship Coordinator

ACTIVITY BAGS FOR CHILDREN

Activity bags for children’s use during the
services are available. Ask an usher for
them. Thanks to Joy and Lydia Meade for
creating the bags.

SUNNIER SIDE OF SIXTY

A joyous day of fellowship was enjoyed by nearly 60 people for the Lenten Sunnier Side of
Sixty. Thanks to Mike DiMatteo and Ken Gable for substituting for Carol Evertts and
working with the Caring Ministry Team to prepare and serve a delicious dinner. Pastor Ken
Ross brought an inspirational message, and Andrew Meade ministered with the organ, piano,
and vocal music. Trinity’s retired pastors assisted Pastor Arun in serving communion. Join
us again on Tuesday, June 30 for the 12:00 p.m. lunch and 1:15 p.m. service. Barb Hawk will
speak and the youth of Trinity will minister in music.  

By your generous giving, we have been able to support the ministry of
John Williams Jr. and Jessica in Taiwan in a special way.  Your giving
has helped us forward a sum of $3,725 towards their need for a new
vehicle in their missionary work.  May the Lord bless you richly for your
generosity for His work.
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Coordinator of Pray & Go:
Sharon Sheffer 717-774-3137

(sesheffer@outlook.com)

April 20 
@ 2:30 p.m.

Total of 1679 houses 
have been prayed for.

Needs: reusable cups, puzzle books,
shoes, sneakers, readers, umbrellas,
men's pants/sweatpants, cloth bags,

ladies' leggings, foot powder, deodorant,
travel size shampoo/conditioner/body

lotion/toothpaste. 
THANKS TO YOU ALL!

STARFISH MINISTRIES
April 12 from 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.

On the second Monday of each month, volunteers will meet from
6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall to decorate bags
and cards and to prepare craft kits. Church members and friends
of all ages are welcome! If you would like to volunteer, please
use the sign-up sheet on the table across from the mailboxes. If
you have any questions, please contact Sharon Marburger at 717-
542-3183 or smarburger@epix.net.

CAITLIN’S SMILES

April 18 @ 10:00 a.m.
Happy Springtime! April showers bring May flowers, but what will April's meeting bring? We
will be working on Vickie’s Angel Foundation projects, creating journals for individuals
supported by the Foundation as they battle cancer. Please bring your pencil and creativity. Each
journal will include a personalized letter from you, the decorative artist. RSVP by April 16 to
Vicky Forman by texting 717-623-6568. Can't wait to see what ideas you bloom up! 

SECRET SISTERS

“Cross Talks” with 
Gibby Parthermore Jr. and Sharon Mathews
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Revive in March - getting ready for spring. Youth orchestra in traditional service.

Pray that the kids give their hearts
to Jesus.

Pray that families are blessed,
strengthened, and transformed.

Give: you can sponsor specific
items/efforts.  Use sign-up sheet or
talk with Miriam Andrews.

VBS 2026
REQUESTING YOUR SUPPORT
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DUTIES FOR APRIL 2026
9:15 GREETERS

9:15 NURSERY

Ken & Jill Ross

Linda Klitch

Daryl Potteiger

Kavitha Beulah

11:00 NURSERY

APRIL 5

APRIL 12

APRIL 19

APRIL 26

USHERS

Rex Hood, Matt Ickler, Daryl Potteiger,
Jeff & Kim Wakefield

Mike DiMatteo, George Karnes,
Daryl Potteiger, Barb & John Mickle 

Rex Hood, Michelle Meckley, 
Matt Ickler, Barb & John Mickle 

Daryl Potteiger, Michelle Meckley, Scott Sundy,
Jeff & Kim Wakefield

Melissa St Cyr, Betty Caboot

WORSHIP LEADERS

John Mickle

Rev. Ken Meyer

Elliot Stark-Blosser

Barbara Dysard

11:00 GREETERS

John & Barb Mickle

Brianna Mercier 
& Omar Delvalle

Jeff & Kim Wakefield 

Sue Butler

Elliott Stark-Blosser

Elliott Stark-Blosser, Vi Humphrey

Allyn Litzelman, Nina Stoner

Elliott Stark-Blosser, Dianne Schofield

Charlotte Wagoner, Jan Ocamb

TBD

Jane GableAPRIL 5

APRIL 12

APRIL 19

APRIL 26

GREETERS

Deb Copenhaver

Millie Walters

APRIL 2

APRIL 3

USHERS

Mike DiMatteo, Michelle Meckley, George Karnes, Scott Sundy 

Lights: George Karnes; Door: Scott Sundy

Help up celebrate/recognize our graduates. Please let us know if you have a 2026 graduate in
your family.  Email us at office@trinityonbridge.com or call 717-774-7146.

CELEBRATING OUR GRADUATES



10 AM Secret
Sisters 

11:30 AM DDB

22
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CALENDAR FOR APRIL 2026
FRIDAYSUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY SATURDAY

4

5 76

12 PM Starfish
Ministry 

8 9 1110

12

TIDINGS
DEADLINE 

1413 15 16 1817

19 20 21 22 23

12 PM Mid Week
Worship

6 PM Youth Group 

2524

2:30 PM Pray & Go

6 PM Youth After
School Study Time 

10:45 AM
Grandparents in
Prayer

2 PM Worship
Committee Mtg

6 PM Caitlin’s Smiles

6 PM Youth After
School Study Time 

3

10 AM Secret
Sisters

9:30 AM Love 
Boxes

10 AM So N’ Sews

2

12 PM Mid Week
Worship

6 PM Youth Group 

12 PM Mid Week
Worship

6 PM Youth Group 

1

12 PM Mid Week
Worship

6 PM Youth Group 

Communion
Sunday

10 AM So N’ Sews

7 PM Maundy
Thursday Service

7:30 PM Hershey
Handbell Concert

7 PM Good Friday
Service

26 282710:45 AM
Grandparents in
Prayer
 
6 PM Leadership
Team Mtg

6 PM Youth After
School Study Time 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
8:15 -  Adult Sunday School
9:15 -  Traditional Worship
10:30 - Coffee Fellowship
11:00 - Revive Worship and
            Children’s Sunday School

OFFICE CLOSED

EASTER SUNDAY

1 PM Revive
Anniversary
Luncheon

29 30
12 PM Mid Week
Worship

6 PM Youth Group

7 PM Night of
Worship 



Trinity Church 
415 Bridge Street
New Cumberland, PA 17070
717-774-7146
www.trinityonbridge.com
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