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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
DECEMBER 8, 2024 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

WELCOME TO PEACE! If you are a guest, please fill out the Visitor side of one of the attendance 

cards found in the pew rack.  Let us know if you would like us to contact you. We are happy to 

have you worshipping with us today! 

 

P = Pastor * = Stand             = Stand for Trinitarian stanza C = Congregation 
 

Opening Voluntary 

 

*Opening Hymn   LSB 350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 
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*Invocation                 The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

*Lighting of the Advent Wreath John 1:5, 9; 14:27; Luke 2:14; Psalm 4:6–8 

P We light our second Advent candle as we prepare for the arrival of the Savior, who 

would come to His people in human flesh and who promises to come again. In a world 

of darkness, a light shines. Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 

C The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

  

P The second Advent candle has been known by a few different names, including the 

Bethlehem candle, the preparation candle, and the candle of peace. As we recall the 

angelic proclamation of “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 

with whom He is pleased,” we rejoice in the present reality of the peace Christ now 

brings and look forward to the perfect and eternal peace ushered in upon His return. 

In this season, and until that day, we find comfort in His assurance: “Peace I leave 

with you; My peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not 

your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 

C The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

  

P Guided by the light of peace, we respond with the psalmist: “There are many who say, 

‘Who will show us some good? Lift up the light of Your face upon us, O Lord!’ 

C You have put more joy in my heart than they have when their grain and wine 

abound. 

  

P In peace I will both lie down and sleep; 

C For You alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety.” 

 

*Confession  

P Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, 

C Who greatly delights in His commandments! 

  

P Blessed be the God who meets our sin with mercy and our humble confession with 

the peace of forgiveness and the pledge of eternal life. 

   
 
 
 
P Holy and merciful Lord, 
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C Your people come to You humble of heart and repenting of their sins. We 

confess, Father, that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed; by 

the evil we have done and by the good we have not done. Some of our sin we know 

and some we do not know. Forgive us all our sins for the sake of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, and renew us by Your Holy Spirit, that we may be live in Your 

service and to the praise of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

*Absolution 

                   
 

*Gloria Patri 

 

 
 

*Kyrie  

 

 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                               LSB 341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  
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*Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Let us pray. . . 

 
 

Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:1–7b 

  1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord 

whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in 

whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the 

day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and 

like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons 

of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness 

to the LORD. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in 

the days of old and as in former years. 

  5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the 

sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress 

the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside 

the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 

  6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 
7From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept 

them.” 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Philippians 1:2–11 

  2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine for 

you all making my prayer with joy, 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the 

first day until now. 6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring 

it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this way about you all, 

because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my 

imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, 

how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that your 

love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may 

approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11filled with 

the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

*Alleluia  

 
  

*Holy Gospel Luke 3:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 

 
  

  1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 

Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of 

Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of 

Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 
3And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and 

the crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall become level ways, 6and all 

flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

  7He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in keeping with 

repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For 



7 

 

I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9Even now the 

axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire.” 

  10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11And he answered them, 

“Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to 

do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what 

shall we do?” 13And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” 
14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not 

extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your 

wages.” 

  15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16John answered them all, saying, “I 

baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals 

I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 

barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

  18So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19But Herod 

the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the 

evil things that Herod had done, 20added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Children’s Message (8:00 & 10:30) Amanda Hankemeier 

          3rd Grade Teacher, Green Park Lutheran School 
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Hymn of The Day                                                 LSB 344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 

 

 
 

Sermon    “The Unchanging God” (Malachi 3:1-7b)  
 

Sermon Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering of the Offering      Please fill out an attendance card and place in the offering plate 
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*Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Prayer of the Church 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
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*Hymn to Depart                                                                          LSB 349 Hark the Glad Sound 

 

 

 
 

*Silent Prayer 

 

Closing Voluntary 
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SERVING IN OUR WORSHIP: 

Preacher:  Pastor Jon Furgeson  

Liturgist:  Pastor Robert Brown 

Organist:  5:00: Michelle Sliger; 8:00: Burnell Hackman; 9:20 & 10:30: Kendra Ruesler 

KFUO AM 850 Announcer/Audio Engineer/Video Engineer: W. Schuessler/B. Dressel/B. Hentchel 

Elders:      5:00: Rich Behnke, John Rastorfer; 8:00: John Roesch, Ralph Wolters;  

 9:20: Bob Uthoff, Ken Werkmeister; 10:30: Jonathan Gathman, Rob Uthoff            

Ushers: 5:00: Team #15 – Steve Kienstra, Captain; 8:00: Team #4 – Dan Prange, Captain;  

9:20: Team #10 – Jim Maschhoff, Captain; 10:30: Team #7 – Bryan Dressel, Captain  

Acolytes: 8:00: Corbin Kurtz, Hayden Wolaver; 10:30: Bella Blanc, Brynn Blanc 

Greeters:  8:00: Rick & Tammy Goodman; 9:20 & 10:30: Greg & Lois Ebmeyer 

 
 
 

 

The Rev. Dr. Jon C. Furgeson, Senior Pastor, 314-601-1039 

Rev. Robert M. Brown, Associate Pastor, 618-580-8817 

The Rev. Dr. Dennis A. Kastens, Pastor Emeritus 

Burnell L. Hackman, Director of Music Ministry            

Christina Stackle, Director of Christian Education 

Sue Velten, Director of Early Childhood 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

   

   
 

        

 

     
 

 


