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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
DECEMBER 15, 2024 

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

WELCOME TO PEACE! If you are a guest, please fill out the Visitor side of one of the attendance cards 

found in the pew rack.  Let us know if you would like us to contact you. We are happy to have you 

worshipping with us today! 

 

CHRIST'S BODY AND BLOOD, for the forgiveness of sins, are truly present in, with, and under the bread 

and wine in the Sacrament of the Altar. Due to theological differences among Christians regarding beliefs 

about this Supper, only confirmed members of an LCMS church are invited to the Lord's table. Ask a pastor 

if you have questions or concerns. Please register your taking of communion on your attendance card. 

 

P = Pastor * = Stand             = Stand for Trinitarian stanza C = Congregation 
 

Opening Voluntary (8:00 and 10:30) 

 Come Thou Long Expected Jesus                                         JEFFERSON/John A. Behnke 

 

*Opening Hymn                                                  LSB 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 
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*Invocation                The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Baptism of Knox Robert Guardado (5:00) LSB page 268 

 Son of Kimberly Susan Guardado  

 Sponsors: Kristen M. Guardado, Jamie R. Pittman, Matthew W. Pittman  

 

*Lighting the Advent Wreath John 1:5, 9; 15:10–11; Psalm 100:1–5 

P We light the third Advent candle as we prepare for the arrival of the Savior, who 

would come to His people in human flesh, and who promises to come again. In a 

world of darkness, a light shines. Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 

C The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

  

P The third, pink, Advent candle has been known as the shepherd candle or the candle 

of joy. The third Sunday of Advent is known also as Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete in 

Latin means “rejoice,” as found in Philippians 4:4. We find our joy in Christ this 

season and always as we prepare to celebrate His birth. Jesus affirms the joy found 

only in Him as we remain connected to Him: “If you keep My commandments, you 

will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in 

His love. These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that your 

joy may be full.”  

C The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 

  

P Guided by the light of joy, we respond with the psalmist: “Make a joyful noise to the 

LORD, all the earth! Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into His presence with 

singing! 

C Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He who made us, and we are His; we are 

His people, and the sheep of His pasture. 

  

P Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! 

C Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 

  

P For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, 

C And His faithfulness to all generations.” 
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*Confession and Absolution Philippians 4:4–7 

P As we gather today to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and praise, we 

come before Him as people who are broken by an imperfect world, burdened by sin, 

and bearing guilt for the things we have done and the things we have left undone. In 

the midst of our condition, the Word of God speaks to us. In today’s Epistle, we hear, 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.” 

C We confess we do not rejoice in everything; instead, we let the weight of this 

world bring us down. Instead of seeing all good things from Your hand, at times 

we focus on that which does not give You glory nor bring lasting joy to our lives.  

  

P “Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand.” 

C We confess we have at times been unreasonable in our relationships with others 

and in our relationship with You. Our witness to Your grace has faltered. 

  

P “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” 

C We confess we have been anxious about our sin and our circumstances of life. 

Create in us a clean heart and renew in us a right spirit that we may abide in 

Your love and that Your joy may be in us, and our joy may be full. 

  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. 

  

 
 

*Gloria Patri 
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*Kyrie  

 

 
 

*Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Let us pray. . . 

 
 

Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 3:14–20 
 14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your 

heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; he 

has cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall 

never again fear evil. 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not 

your hands grow weak. 

 17The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice 

over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud 

singing. 18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will no longer 

suffer reproach. 19Behold, at that time I will deal with all your oppressors. And I will save 

the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all 

the earth. 20At that time I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; for I 

will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore 

your fortunes before your eyes,” says the LORD. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle                  Philippians 4:4–7 

  4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 

to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

*Alleluia  

 
 

*Holy Gospel Luke 7:18–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter. 

 
  

  18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19calling two of his 

disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall 

we look for another?” 20And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist 

has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’” 
21In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many 

who were blind he bestowed sight. 22And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you 

have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and 

the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 23And 

blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

  24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning 

John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25What 

then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed 

in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26What then did you go out to 

see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
  28I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who 

is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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*Nicene Creed 

C      I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all  

things visible and invisible. 
 

      And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn of The Day                                                               LSB 332 Savior of the Nations, Come  

 

 

 
 

Sermon  “Are You the One?” (Luke 7:18-28)

  

Gathering of the Offering      Please fill out an attendance card and place in the offering plate  
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Anthem at the Offertory (8:00 and 10:30) 

 The King Shall Come                                                   CONSOLATION/Cathy Moklebust 
 

*Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Prayer of the Church 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

*Preface  

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
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P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

*Proper Preface 

P We should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, Jesus Christ, 

whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the 

very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to 

repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again 

in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

*Sanctus  

 

 

 

 

 
 

*The Words of Our Lord  

 

*Pax Domini  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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*Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution Anthem (8:00 and 10:30) 

 Advent Meditation                                                                                       Dan R. Edwards 

 

Distribution Hymn                                          LSB 336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 
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Distribution Hymn                                                  LSB 338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
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Distribution Hymn                                                             LSB 343 Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

  
 

Distribution Hymn                                LSB 348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 
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*Nunc Dimittis  

 

  

  

  

 

  

  
 

*Thanksgiving  

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,  

 
 

P Let us pray. . . 

 
 

P The Lord be with you.  
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*Benedicamus  

P Bless we the Lord.  

 
 

*Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

*Hymn to Depart                                                                          LSB 349 Hark the Glad Sound   

 

 

 
 

Closing Voluntary (8:00 and 10:30) 

 Angels We Have Heard On High                                                    GLORIA/Sandra Eithun 
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SERVING IN OUR WORSHIP: 

Preacher:  Seminarian Ryan Milbrath 

Liturgist:  Pastor Robert Brown 

Organist:  8:00 & 10:30: Burnell Hackman; 5:00 & 9:20: Kendra Ruesler 

Choir: Bells of Peace 

Choir Director:  Burnell Hackman, DMM 

KFUO AM 850 Announcer/Audio Engineer/Video Engineer: M. Thiel/T. Hutton/M. Wilke 

Elders:      5:00: Steve Kienstra, Bob Wolff; 8:00: Jeff Akers, Rick Goodman;  

 9:20: Mark Dowell, Steve Shawcross; 10:30: Erik Lunsford, Mark Maloy            

Ushers: 5:00: Team #16 – Don Hopkins, Captain; 8:00: Team #1 – Joe Sneed, Captain;  

9:20: Team #11 – John Roesch, Captain; 10:30: Team #8 – Mike Murphy, Captain  

Acolytes:  8:00: Aubrey Declue, Danielle Watson; 10:30: Ashton DeWitt, Henry Wildman 

Greeters:  8:00: Joe & Diana Doskal; 9:20 & 10:30: Steve & Kelly Pfund 

Altar Committee: Angie Fischer, Jeanette Mattingly 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Jon C. Furgeson, Senior Pastor, 314-601-1039 

Rev. Robert M. Brown, Associate Pastor, 618-580-8817 

The Rev. Dr. Dennis A. Kastens, Pastor Emeritus 

Burnell L. Hackman, Director of Music Ministry            

Christina Stackle, Director of Christian Education 

Sue Velten, Director of Early Childhood 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

   

   
 

        

 

   

 


