
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
MARCH 5, 2025 ~ 11:30 AM & 6:30 PM 

 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI 

 
 

 

THE GOOD NEWS OF A SAVIOR WHO COVERS OUR SIN 
 

 

CHRIST'S BODY AND BLOOD, for the forgiveness of sins, are truly present in, with, and under the bread 

and wine in the Sacrament of the Altar. Due to theological differences among Christians regarding beliefs 

about this Supper, only confirmed members of an LCMS church are invited to the Lord's table. Ask a pastor 

if you have questions or concerns. Please register your taking of communion on your attendance card. 
 

P = Pastor            * = Stand             = Stand for Trinitarian stanza        C = Congregation 
 

Opening Voluntary 

 

*Opening Versicles 
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*Psalm Psalm 51 

P Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to Your 

abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

C Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 
  

P For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 

C Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, so that 

You may be justified in Your words and blameless in Your judgment. 
  

P Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

C Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, and You teach me wisdom in 

the secret heart. 
  

P Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

C Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that You have broken rejoice. 
  

P Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
  

P Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

C Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
  

P Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will return to You. 

C Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue 

will sing aloud of Your righteousness. 
  

P O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

C For You will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; You will not be pleased 

with a burnt offering. 
  

P The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will 

not despise. 

C Do good to Zion in Your good pleasure; build up the walls of Jerusalem; 
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P  Then will You delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; 

then bulls will be offered on Your altar. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

*Confession and Absolution                                               LSB 609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive  

 

 

 

 
 

P Let us now confess our sins to our heavenly Father, imploring Him for the sake of His 

Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

 

                                                                                              LSB 609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 
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P God has promised to hear the penitent cries of His people and for the sake of Jesus, 

our Savior, grants remission of sins. In the stead and by the command of my Lord 

Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

                                                                                              LSB 609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive  
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READINGS 
 

Old Testament Reading                                                                                          Genesis 3:1-13,21                   
1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had 

made.   

      He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 

garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 

garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 

garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You 

will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was 

good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 

make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who 

was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were 

naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.   
      8And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 

and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the 

trees of the garden. 9But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 
10And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 

naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 

of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom 

you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the Lord God said 

to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived 

me, and I ate.” 
      21And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 

  We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made 

him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

  1Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God 

in vain. 2For he says, 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

  Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3We put no 

obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants 

of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 

calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, 

knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7by truthful speech, and the 

power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 
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8through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and 

yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, 

and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 

having nothing, yet possessing everything. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

*Verse Joel 2:13b 

C Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

*Holy Gospel Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

  1[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order 

to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

  2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites 

do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to 

you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left 

hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. And your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

  5“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and 

pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I 

say to you, they have received their reward. 6But when you pray, go into your room and 

shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret 

will reward you. . . . 

  16“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their 

faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 

reward. 17But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your fasting may 

not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you. 

  19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 

where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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*Nicene Creed 

C     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all  

things visible and invisible. 

      And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Hymn                                                                     LSB 563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 

 

 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea: Jesus hath lived and died for me. 
 

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made, An everlasting ransom paid. 
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Sermon   “The Good News of a Savior Who Covers Our Sin”    (Genesis 3:1-13, 21)  
 

Gathering of the Offering      Please fill out an attendance card and place in the offering plate 
 

Anthem at the Offertory 

 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days                         CONSOLATION/John Levitt 

 

Lord, who throughout these forty days, 

For us did fast and pray, 

Teach us with you to mourn our sins, 

And close by you to stay. 

 

As you did hunger bear and thirst, 

So teach us, gracious Lord, 

To die to self, and always live 

By your most holy word. 

 

And through these days of penitence, 

And through your Passion-tide, 

Forevermore, in life and death, 

O Lord, with us abide. 
 

*Prayer of the Church 

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as 

Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear us. 
  

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and 

grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the 

pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. 

Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name 

is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are 

blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith 

that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the 

midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and 

sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend 

[name(s)] and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
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P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust 

in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may 

be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may 

ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, 

to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and 

forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

*The Words of Our Lord  

 

*Pax Domini  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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*Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution Hymn                                                       LSB 570 Just as I Am, without One Plea 

 

 

 
 

5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 



11 

 

 

Distribution Hymn                                                          LSB 419 Savior, When in Dust to Thee 
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Distribution Hymn                                                                  LSB 423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution Hymn                                                   LSB 425 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 

 



13 

 

 

 
 

*Nunc Dimittis 
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*Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come 

in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith 

throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together 

with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which 

has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

*Luther’s Morning Prayer (11:30) 

C  I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would 

keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 

please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

 

*Luther’s Evening Prayer (6:30) 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my 

sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your 

hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel 

be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

*Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
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*Hymn to Depart                                                                                             LSB 878 Abide with Me 

 

 

 

 
 

*Silent Prayer 
 

Closing Voluntary 
  

You may depart or stay for the Imposition of Ashes. 
 
 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 

 

THE BLESSING AND IMPOSITION OF ASHES      Psalm 69:16–18; Psalm 51:7 

 

P Answer me, O LORD, for Your steadfast love is good; 

according to Your abundant mercy, turn to me. 

C Hide not Your face from Your servant; 

for I am in distress; make haste to answer me. 

Draw near to my soul, redeem me; 

ransom me because of my enemies! 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 
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P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their 

wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our 

mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. 

Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up for 

those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The people come forward to receive the ashes as  

the pastor repeats Genesis 3:19 over each penitent. 
 

P Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
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SERVING IN OUR WORSHIP: 

Preacher: Pastor Robert Brown 

Liturgists: Pastor Jon Furgeson  

Organist:   Burnell Hackman, DMM 

Choir:  Chancel Choir 

Choir Director: Burnell Hackman 

Pianist:  Kendra Ruesler 

KFUO AM 850 Announcer/Audio Engineer/Video Engineer: B. Mullen/D. Gerfen/W. Schuessler 

Elders:  11:30: Alan Hopfer, Steve Kienstra; 6:30: Jonathan Gathman, Mark Maloy 

Ushers: 11:30: Lenten Morning Team; 6:30: Team #12 – Chris Hosty, Captain 

Altar Committee: Kelly Pfund, Diane Woehr 

 
 

Lenten Dinner 
Wednesday, March 12 

5:00 p.m. in the Gym 

Hosted by the Chancel Choir 

 

Menu 

Chili/Hot Dogs 

Chips 

Dessert 


